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Paik fy ta i. 
Most of the following Effays were 


publifhed in the Mufeum, and Columbi- 
an Magazine, in this City, foon after 


the end of the revolutionary war in the 
‘United States. A few of them made 


Le their firft appearance in pamphlets. They 


the object of t 


are now publifhed in a fingle volume, at, 
the requeft of feveral friends, and with 
a view of promoting the ends at firft con- 
templated by them. Two of the Effays, 

viz: that upon the ufe of Tobacco, and the ~ 
account of remarkable circumftances in the 
conftitution and life of Ann Woods, are 
now fubmitted for the firft time to the eye 


‘of the public. The author has omitted in 


this collection two pamphlets which he 


_ _publithed in the year 1772, upon the flave- 
Ty, of the Ne 







toes, becaufe he ‘conceived 
ty 
em had been in part accom- 
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plithed, and becaufe the Citizens of the 
United States have fince that time been fur- 

 nifhed from Great Britain and other coun- — 
| tries, with numerous tracts upon that fub- = 
. a x je&t, more calculated to complete the effect. 
intended by the author, than his early pub- _ 
_ lications. 7 ie | 
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LITERARY, MORAL, AND PHILOSOPHICAL. 





A PLAN FOR ESTABLISHING PUBLIC SCHOOLS TH 
PENNSYLVANIA, AND FOR CONDUCTING EDUCA- 
TION AGREEABLY TO A REPUBLICAN FORM OF Gor 
VERNMENT. ADDRESSED TO THE LEGISLATURE 
AND CITIZENS OF PENNSYLV@NIA, 1X THE 
YEAR 1780. ae 


Peoaeessy 


EFORE I proceed to the fubject of this ef- 
fay, I fhall point out, in a few words, the 
i influence and advantages of Jearning upon mankind. — 


I. It is friendly to religion, inafmuch as it aflifts in 
removing prejudice, fuperftition and enthufiafm, in 
Promoting juit notions of the Deity, and in enlarging 
our knowledge of his works. 


TI. It is favourable to liberty. Freedom can exift 
only i in the fociety of knowledge. ‘Without learning, 
amen are incapable of knowing their rights, and where 
learning is confined to a few people, liberty can be 
neither equal nor ee : 


\ 
\ 
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men. ‘The highly cultivated ftate, and the immenfe 


iii 
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UI. It promotes juft ideas of laws and governe 
ment. ‘* When the clouds of ignorance are dif- 
pelied (fays the Marquis of Beccaria) by the radiance 
of knowledge, power trembles, but the authority of 


laws remains immoveable.” 


TV. It is frjendly to manners. Learning in all 


countries, promotes civilization, and the erie of 


foci iety and converfation. 


V. It pabraotes agriculture, the great bafis of na- 
tional wealth and happinefs. Agriculture is as much 
aviciénce jas hydraulics, or optics, and has been equally 
indebted to the experiments and refearches of learned 


profits of the farms in England, are derived wholly 
from the patronage which agriculture has received 


in that country, from learned men and learned focieties. 


Vi. Manufactures of all kinds owe their perfection 


chiefly to learning—hence the nations of Europe - 


advance in manufactures, knowledge, and com- 
« 
merce, only in proportion as ne cultivate the arts 


and fciences. 


‘ ee the purpofe of diffufing knowledge through 
every part of the ftate, I beg leave to propofe the 


following fimple plan. 


I. Let there be one univerfity in the ftate, and let } 


this be eflablifhed in the capital. Let law, phyfic, 


divinity, the law of nature and nations, ceconomy, &c. 


be taught in it by public lectures in the Wetgealon, fe 
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after the manner of the European univerfities, and let the 
profeffors receive fuch falaries from the ftate as will 
enable them to deliver their lectures at a paeerate price. 


Il. Let there be four chillies 5 One in Philadelphia; 
one at Carlifle; a third, for the benefit of our German 
fellow citizens, at Lancafter ; and a fourth, fome 
years hence at Pittfburg. In thefe colleges, let young 


men be inftruéted in mathematics and in the higher 


brariches of fcience, in the fame manner that they are 
now taught in our American colleges. After they 
have received a teftimonial from one or thefe colleges, 
let them, if the ey can afford it, complete their ftudies 
by fpending a feafon or two in attending the letures 
in the univerfity. Iprefer four calleges in the ftate 
to one or two, for there is a certain. fize of colleges as 
there is of towns and armies, that is moft favourable 
to morals and good government. Oxford and Cam- 
bridge i in England are the feats of diflipation, while 
the more numerous, and lefs crouded univerfities and 
colleges in Scotland, are remarkable for the order, 
diligence, and decent behaviour of their ftudents. 


Tlf. Let there be free {chools eftablifhed in every 
townfhip, or in diftris confifting of one hundre ee 
families. In thefe {chools let children. be caught 





read and write the Englifh and German languages, 
and the ufe of figures. Such of them as have parents: 
that can afford to fend them from’ home, and are 
difpofed to extend their educations, may remove their 
children from the free fchool to one of the colleges. 
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By this plan the whole ftate will be tied together 
by one fyftem of education. The univerfity will in 
time furnifh mafters for the colleges, and the 
colleges will furnifh mafters for the free fchools, 
while the free {chools, in their turns, will fupply the 
colleges and the univerfity with fcholars, ftudents and 
pupils. The fame fyftems of grammar, oratory and 
philofophy, will be taught in every part of the ftate, 
and the literary features of Pennfylvania will thus defig~ 
nate one great, and equally enlightened family. 


But, how fhall we bear the expenfe of thefe | 


literary inftitutions © 1 anfwer—Thefe inftitutions 





will /efen our taxes. ‘They will enlighten us in the 
great bufinefs of finance—they wili teach us to en- 
ereafe the ability of the {tate to fupport government, 
by encreafing the profits of agriculture, and by pro- 
moting manufactures. They will teach us all the 
modern improvements and advantages of inland navi- — 
gation. They will defend us from hafty and 
expenfive experiment in government, by unfolding to 
us the experience and folly of paft ages, and thus, 
inftead of adding to our taxes and debts, they will 

“|p furnith us with thé true  fecret of Dee. and 
difcharging both Ge them. 


But, fhall the Bramiin of orphans, batchelors and 
perfons who have no children, be taxed to pay for 
the fupport of fchools from which they can derive 
no benefit ? I anfwer in the affirmative, to the firft 


SCHOOLS IN PENNSYLVANIA. e 


part of the objection, and Ideny the truth of the 
latter part of it. Every member of the community 
is interefted in the propagation of virtue and 
knowledge in the ftate. But I will go further, 
_-and add, it will be true ceconomy in individuals 
to fupport public ichools. The batchelor will in 
time fave his tax for this purpofe, by being able to 
fleep with fewer bolts and locks to his doors—the 
eftates of orphans will in time be benefited, by being 
protected from the ravages of unprincipled and idle 
boys, and the children of wealthy parents will be 
lefs tempted, by bad company, to extravagance. 
Fewer pillories and whipping pofts, and fmaller goals, 
with their ufual expenfes and taxes, will be ne- 
_ ceflary when our youth are properly educated, than 
at prefent; I believe it could be proved, that the 
expenes of confining, trying and executing criminals, 
amount every year, in moit of the counties, to more 
money than would be fufficient to maintain all the 
{chools that would be neceffary in each county. 
The confeflions of thefe criminals generally fhow us, 
that their vices and punifhments are the fatal confe- 
quences of the want of a proper education in early _ 
life. a 


I fubmit thefe detached hints tothe confideration 
of the legiflature and of the citizens of Penfylvania. 
The plan for the free fchools is taken chiefly from 
the plans which have long been ufed with fuccefs in 
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Scotland, and m the ecaftern ftates * of America, 
where the inflnence of learning, in promoting religion, 
morals, manners, and good government, has never 
been exceeded in any country. 


The manner in which thefe {chools fhould be fup- 
ported and governed—the modes of determining the 
characters and qualifications of fchoolmafters, and the 
arrangement of families in each diftrict, fo that children 
of the fame religious fet and nation, may be educa- 
as much as poffible together, will form a proper part 
of a law for the eftablifhment of fchools, and there+ 
fore does not come within the limits of this plan. 





OF THE MODE OF EDUCATION PROPER 


° IN A REPUBLIC. 
APE ~ 


HE bufinefs of education has acquired a 
new complexion by the independence of 
our country. ©The form. of government we have 
afflumed, has created a new clafs of duties to every 
American. It becomes us, therefore, to examine our 
former habits upon this fubjeét, and in laying the 


* There are 600 of thefe fchools inthe fmall ftate of Connecticut, 


which at this time have in them 25, coo fcholars. 
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foundations for nurferies of wife and good men, to 
adapt our modes of teaching to the peculiar form of 


f 


our government. 


The firft remark that I fhall make upon this fubject 
is, that an education in our own, is to be preferred to 
an education in a foreign country. The principle of 
patriotifin ftands in need of the reinforcement of 
prejudice. and it is well known that our ftrongeft 
prejudices in favour of our country are formed in the 
firit one and twenty years of our lives. ‘Lhe policy of 
the Lacedemonians is well worthy of our imitation. 
When Antipater demanded fifty of their childrem as 
hoftages for the fulfillment of a diftant engagement, 
thofe wife republicans refufed to comply with his-de- 
mand,! but readily offered him double the number of 
their adult citizens, whofe habits and prejudices could 
not be fhaken by refiding in a foreign country. Paffing 
by, in this place, the advantages to the community 
from the early attachment of youth to the laws and 
conititution of their country, I fhall only remark, that 
young men who have trodden the paths of {cience 
together, or have joined in the fame fports, whether of 
fwimming, {cating, fifhing, or hunting, generally feel, 
thro’ ‘life, fuch tiés to each other, as add prealy to the 


obligations of mutual benevolence. 


I conceive the education of our youth i in this country 
to be peculiarly neceflary in Pennfylvania, while our 
citizens are compofed of the natives of fo many diffe- 
rent kingdoms in Europe. Our fchools of learning, 
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by producing one general, and uniform fyftem of 
education, will render the mafs of the people more 
homogeneous, and thereby fit them more eafily for 
uniform and peaceable government. 


I proceed in the next place, to enquire, what mode 
of education we fhall adopt fo as to fecure to the ftate 
all the advantages that are to be derived from the proper 
inftruCtion of youth; and here J beg leave to remark, 
that the only foundation for a ufeful education in a 
republic i is to be laid in Religion. Without this 
there can be no virtue, and without virtue there can be 
no liberty, and liberty is the object and life of all 


republican governments. 


Such is my veneration for.every religion that reveals 
the attributes of the Deity, or a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhments, that I had rather fee the opinions of 
Confucius or Mahomed inculcated upon our youth, 
than fee them grow up wholly devoid of a fyftem of 
seligious principles. ~ But the religion I mean to 
recommend in this place, is that of the New Tefta- 


ment. 


It is foreign to my purpofe to hint at the arguments 
which eftablifh the truth of the Chriftian revelation. 
My only bufinefs is to declare, that all its doctrines and 
precepts are calculated to promote the happinefs of 
fociety, and the fafety and well being of civil govern- 
ment. <A Chriftian cannot fail of being a republican. 
| ‘The hiftory of the creation of man, and of the relation 
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bf our fpecies to each other by birth, which is recorded 
in the Old Teftament, is the beft refutation that can 
be given to the divine right of kings, and the flrongeft 
argument that can be ufed in favor of the original and 
natural equality of all mankind. A Chriftian, I fay 
again, cannot fail of being a republican, for every 
precept of the Gofpel inculcates thofe degrees of hu- 
mility, felf-denial, and brotherly kindnets, which are 
dire€tly oppofed to the pride of monarchy and the 
pageantry of acourt. A Chriftiam cannot fail of being 
ufeful to the republic, for his religion teacheth him, 
that no man © liveth to himfelf? And laftly, a 
Chriftian cannot fail of being wholly inoffenfive, for 
his religion teacheth him, in all things to do to others 
what he would wifh, in like circumftances, they fhould 
do to him. | 
Tam aware that I diffent from one of thofe paradox- 
ical opinions with which modern times abound; and 
that it is improper to fill the minds of youth with 
religious prejudices of any kind, and that they fhould 
be left to choofe their own principles, after they 
have arrived at an age in which they are capable of 
judging for themfelves. Could we preferve the mind 
in childhood and youth a perfe& blank, this’ plan of 
education would have more to recommend its’ but this’ 
we know to be impoflible. The human mind runs as* 
naturally into principles as it does after fais: It 
fubmits with difficulty to thofe reftraints or partial’ 
be 
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difcoveries which are impofed upon it in the infancy of | 
reafon. Hence the impatience of children to be in- 
formed upon all fubjects that relate to the invifible 
world. But I beg leave to afk, why fhould we purfue: 
a different plan of education with refpect’ to religion, 
from that which we purfue in teaching the arts and 
{ciences? Do we leave our youth to acquire fyftems 
of geography, philofophy, or politics, till they have 
arrived at an age in which they are capable of judging 
for themfelves? ‘Wedo not.’ I claim no more then 
for religion, than for the other {cierces, and I add fur- ° 
_ ther, that if our. youth are difpofed after they are of 
age to think for themfelves, a knowledge of one fyftem, 
will be the beft: means of condu€ting them in a free 
enquiry into other fyftems of religion, juft as an 
acquaintance with one fyftem of philofophy is the beft 
introduétion to the ftudy of all the other fyftems in the 
world. 


Next tothe duty which young men owe to their 
Creator, I with to fee a regard to their country, incul- 
cated upon them. When the Duke of Sully became 
ptime minifter to Henry the [Vth of France, the firlt - 
thing he did, he tells us, “ Was to fubdue and forget 
<¢ his own heart.” ‘The fame duty is incumbent upon 
every citizen of a republic. Our country includes 
family, friends and property, and fhould be preferred 
to them all. Let our pupil be taught that he does 
not belong to himfelf, but that he is public property. 
Let him be taught to love his family, but let him be 
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taught,at the fame time, that he muft forfake, and even 
forget them, when the welfare of his country requires 
it. He muft watch for the ftate, as if its liberties 
depended upon his vigilance alone, but he muft do this 
in fuch a manner as not to defraud his creditors, or 
neglect his family. He mutft love private life, but he 
muft decline no. ftation, however public or refponfible 
it may be, when called to it by the fuffrages of his 
fellow citizens. He muft love popularity, but he muft 
defpife it when fet in competition with the dictates of 
_ his judgement, or the real intereft of his country. He 
muft love character, and have a due fenfe of injuries, 
but he muft be taught to appeal only to the laws of 
the ftate, to defend the one, and punith the other. He 
muft love family honour, but he muft be taught that 
neither the rank nor antiquity of his anceftors, can 
command refpect, without perfonal merit. He muft 
avoid neutrality in all queftions that divide the {tate, 
but he muft fhun the rage, and acrimony of party fpir- 
it. .He muft be taught to love his fellow creatures in 
every part of the world, but he muft cherifh with a 
more intenfe and peculiar affection, the citizens of 
_ Pennfylvania and of the United States. Ido not wifh 
to fee our youth educated with a fingle prejudice againit 
_any nation or country; but we impofe a tafk upon 
human nature, repugnant alike to reafon, revelation 
and the ordinary dimenfions of the human heart, when 
we require him to embrace, with equal affection, the 
whole family of mankind. He muft be taught to amais 
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- wealth, but it muft be only to encreafe his power of 
contributing to the wants and demands of the ftate. 

He muft be indulged occafionally in amufements, but 
he muit be taught that fludy and bufinefs fhould be 
his principal purfuits in life. Above all he muft love 
life, and endeavour to acquire as many of its convenien- 
ces as poflible by induftry and economy, but he muft 
be taught that this life “is not his own,” when the 
fafety of his country requires it. Thefe are praCtica- 
ble leffons, and the hiftory of the commonwealths of 
Greece and Rome fhow, that human nature; without 
the aids of Chriftianity, has attained thefe degrees of 
perfection. 


While we inculcate thefe republican duties upon our 
pupil, we muft not neglect, at the fame time, to infpire 
him with republican principles. He muft be taught 
that there can be no durable liberty but in a republic, 
and that government, like all other fciences, is of a 
progreflive nature. The chains which have bound this 
{cience in Europe are happily unloofed in America. 
Here it is open to inveftigation and improvement. 


While philofophy has protected us by its difcoveries 


from 2 thoufand natural evils, government has unhap- 


pily followed with an unequal pace. It would be to 


difhonour human genius, only to name the many defeets 
which fil exift in the beft fyftems of legiflation. We 
daily fee matter of a perifhable nature rendered 
durable by certain chemical operations. In like man- 
ner, I conceive, that it is poflible to combine power in 
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fuch a way as not only to encreafe the happinefs, 
but to promote the duration of republican forms of 
government far beyond the terms limited for them by 


hiftory, or the common opinions of mankind. 


To aflift in rendering religious, moral and political 
inftruction more effectual upon the minds of our youth, 
it will be neceffary to fubject their bodies to phyfical dif 
cipline. To obviate the inconveniences of their 
ftudious and fedentary mode of life, they fhould live 
upon a temperate diet, confifting chiefly of broths, 
milk and vegetables. The black broth of Sparta, and 
the barley broth of Scotland, have been alike celebrated 
tor their beneficial effects upon the minds of young 
people. ‘They fhould avoid tafting Opirituous liquors. 
They fhould alfo be accuftomed occafionally to work 
with their hands, in the intervals of Study, and in the 
bufy feafons of the year in the country. Moderate 
fleep, filence, occafional folitude and cleanlinefs, fhould | 
be inculcated upon them, and the utmoft -advantage 
fhould be taken of a proper direction of thofe great 
principles in human  conduét,—fenfibility, habit, 


imitations and aflociation, 


The influence of thele phyfical caufes will be power- 
ful upon the intellects, as well as upon the principles 


and morals of young people. 


To thofe who have ftudied human. nature, it will 
‘not appear paradoxical to recommend, in _this effay, a 
particular attention to vocal mufic. Its mechanical 
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effects in civilizing the mind, and thereby preparing it 
for the influence of religion and government, have been 


fo often felt and recorded, that it will be unneceffary 
to mention facts in favour of its ufefulnefs, in order to 


excite a proper attention to it. 


I cannot help bearing a teftimony, in this place, 


againft the cuftom, which prevails in fome parts of 


America, (but which is daily falling into difufe in 


Europe) of crouding boystogether under one roof for 


the purpofe of education. ‘The praétice is the gloomy 


remains of monkifh ignorance, and is 2s unfavorable to 


the improvements of the mind in ufeful learning, as 


monafteries are to the fpirit of religion. I grant this 
mode of fecluding boys from the intercourfe of private , 
families, has.a tendency to make them icholars, but our 
bufinefs is.to make them men, citizens and chriftians. 
The vices of young people are generally learned from 
ach other. ‘The vices of adults feldom infe& 
them. By feparating them from each other, therefore, 
in their hours of relaxation from ftudy, we fecure their 
morals from a principal fource of corruption, while we 
improve their manners, by fubjecting them to thofe 
reftraints which the difference of age and fex, naturally 


produce in private families. 


From the obfervations that have been made it is plain, 
that Iconfider it is poflible to convert men into repub-' 
hican machines. This mutt be done, ifwe expect them 


to perform their parts properly, in the great machine 


~ 
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ef the government of the ftate. That republic is fophif- 
ticated with monarchy or ariftrocracy that does not 
revolve upon the wills of the people, and thefe muft be 
fitted to each other by means of education before they 
can be made to produce regularity and unifon in go- 


vernment. 


Having pointed out thofe general principles, which 
fhould be inculcated alike in all the {chools of the ftate, 
I proceed now to make a few remarks upon the method 
of conducting, what is commonly called, a liberal or 


learned education in a republic. 


I fhall begin this part of my fubject, by bearing a 
teftimony again{ft the common practice of attempting 
to teach boys the learned languages, and the arts and 
{ciences too early in life. The firt twelve years of 
life are barely fufficient to inftru&t a boy in reading, 
writing and arithmetic. With thefe, he may be taught 
_thofe modern languages which are neceflary for him 
to fpeak. The ftate of the memory, in early life, is 
favorable to the acquifition of languages, \ efpecially 
when they are conveyed to the mind, through the ear. 
It is, moreover, in early life only, that the organs of - 
{peech yield in fuch a manner as to favour the jut 


pronounciation of foreign languages. 


Too much pains cannot be taken to teach our 
youth to read and write our American language with 
propriety and elegance. The ftudy of the Greek 
language conftituted a material part of the literature 
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of the Athenians, hence the fublimity, purity arid 
immortality of fo many of their writings. The ad- 
vantages of a perfect knowledge of our language to 
young men intended for the profeffions of law, phyfic; 
or divinity are too obvious tobe mentioned, but in 
a ftate which boafts of the firft commercial city in 
America, I wifh to fee it cultivated by young men, 
who are intended for the compting houfe, for many 
fuch, I hope, will be educated in our colleges. The 
time is paft when an academical education was thought 
to be unneceffary to qualify a young man for merchan- 
dize. I conceive no profeffion is capable of receiv- 
ing more embellifhments from it. ‘The French and 
German languages fhould likewife be carefully taught 

in all our Collegés. They abound with ufeful books 
3 upon all fubjeéts. ‘ 






So important and neceflary are 
thofe languages, that a degree fhould fiever be corms 
ferred upon a young man who cannot fpeak or 


tranflate them: 


Conneéted with the ftudy of ianguages is the 
ftudy of Eloquence. It is well known how great a 
part it coniftituted of the Roman education. It is 
the firft accomplifhment in a republic, and often {ets 
the whole machine of government in motion. Let 
our youth, therefore, be inftructed in this art. We 
do not extol it too highly when we attribute as much 
to the power of eloquence as to the fword, in bring 


ing about the American revolution, - 
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With £ ufual arts and fciences that are taught if 


our American colleges, I with to fee a regular courfe 


of leCtures given upon Hiftory and Chronology. | 


The fcience of government, whether it related to 
conftitutions or laws, can only be advanced by a. caré= 
ful feleCtion of facts, ‘and thefe are to be found chicfly 
in hiftory. Above all, let our youth be inftructed 
in the hiftory of the ancient republics, and the pro- 
‘grels of liberty and tyranny in the different ftates of 
Europe. Iwith likewifeto fee the numerous facts 


that relate to the origin and prefent ftate of commerce, 


together with the nature and principles of Money, 


teduced to fucha fyftem, as to be intelligible and a- 
greeable toa young man. If we confider the com- 
merce of our metropolis only as the avenue of the’ 
wealth of the flate, the ftudy of it erits a place it 







a young mani’s’ education ; ; but, I 
in a much higher light. when T 

of it in republican feminaries. I view it as. the beft 
| fecurity againft the influence of hereditary monopolies’ 
of land, and, therefore, the fureft protection againft 
-ariftocracy. I confider its efeQs as next to thofe 
of religion in humanizing mankind, and laftly, I 
view it asthe means of uniting the different nations 
of the world together by the ties of mutual wants’ 
and obligations. : 


Chemiftry by unfolding to us the effets of heat’ 
and mixture, enlarges our acquaintance with the 
wonders of nature and the myfteries of art; hence 


¢ 


Wratder commerce 


ecommend the ftudy 
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it has become, in moft of the univerfities of Europe, 


a neceflary branch of a gentleman’s education. In a 
young country, where improvements in agriculture and 
manufactures are fo much to be defired, the cultiva- 


tion of this fcience, which explains the principles 


of both of them, fhould be confidered as an object 
of the utmoft importance. 


Again, let your youth be inftruéted in all the 
means of promoting national profperity and inde- 
pendence, whether they relate to improvements in 
agriculture, manufactures, or inland navigation. Let 
him be inftructed further in the general principles 
of legiflation, whether they relate to revenue, or to 
the prefervation of life, liberty or property.. Let 
him be direct 


juftice, where 


frequently to attend the courts of 






> will have the beft opportunities 


of acquairing habi of comparing, and. arranging 


his ideas by obferving the difcovery of truth, in 


the examination of witnefles, and where he will hear 


the laws of the ftate explained, with all the advan- 


_ tages of that f{pecies of eloquence which belongs to 


the bar. Of fo much importance do I conceive it 
to be, to a young man, to attend occafionally to the 
decifions of our courts of law, that I with to fee 
our colleges eftablifhed, only in county towns. 


But further, confidering the nature of our con- 
nection with the United States, it will be neceflary 
to make our pupil acquainted with all the prerogatives 
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ef the national government... He muft be infiruéted 
in the nature and variety of treaties. He muft 
know the difference in the powers and duties of the 
feveral fpecies of ambafladors. He mutt be taught 
wherein the obligations of individuals. and of. flates 
are the fame, and wherein they differ. In fhort, he: 
muft accquire a general knowledge of all thofe laws, and 
forms, which unite the fovereigns of the earth, or 
feparate. them -from each other. 


Ibeg pardon for having delayed fo long to fay 
any thing of the feparate and peculiar mode of 
education proper for womén ina republic. [am 
fenfible that they muft concur in all our plans of 
of education for young men, or no laws will ever 
tender them effectual. To qualify our women for 
this purpofe, they, fhould not only be inftru@ted in 
the ufual branches of female education, but they 
faould be taught the principles of liberty and gon 
vernment; and the obligations of patriotif{m fhould 
be inculcated upon them. The opinions and conduct 
of men are ‘often regulated by the women in the 
moft arduous enterprizes of life ; and their approbation 
is frequently the principal reward of the hero’s 
dangers, and the patriot’s toils. Befides, the firft 
impreflions upon the minds of children are gene- 
taly derived from the women. Of how much con. 
fequence, therefore, is it in a republic, that they 
fhould think juftly upon the great fubjects of liberty 
and government! _ 
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The complaints that have been made againft religion, 
liberty and learning, have been, againft each of them 
ina feparate ftate. Perhaps like certain liquors, ° 
they fhould only be ufed in‘a ftate ‘of mixture. 
They mutually affifl in correcting the abufes, and 
in improving the good effects of each other. From 
the combined and reciprocal influence of religion, 
liberty and learning upon the morals, manners and 
knowledge of individuals,-of thefe, upon govern- 
ment, and of government, upon” individuals, it is 
impoflible to meafure the degrees of happinefs and 
perfection to which mankind may be. raiféd. For 
my part, I can form no ideas of the paldert age, fo 
much celebrated by the poets, more delightful, than 
the contemplation of that happinefs which it is now 
in tthe power of the legiflature of Pennfylvania to 
confer upon her citizens, i eftablifhing proper modes 
and places of education in every part of the ftate, 
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OBsERVATIONS UPON THE STUDY OF THE LATIN AND 
GREEK LANGUAGES, AS A» BRANCH OF LIBERAL 
EDUCATION, WITH HINTS OF A PLAN OF LIBERAL 


INSTRUCTION, WITHOUT THEM, ACCOMMODATED 
TO THE PRESENT STATE OF SOCIETY, MANNERS, 
AND GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 


'T. requires the, recolleftion of efcapes from a 

lion and a bear, to encounter the ftrong and 
univerfal prejudice, in favor of.the Latin and Greek 
languages, as a neceflary branch of liberal education. , 
Tf, in combating this formidable enemy of human 
reafon, f fhould be leis fuccesful than the Hebrew 
{tripling was in contenaing with the’ giant of the 
Philiftines, I hope it will.be afcribed wholly to the 
want/of {kill to dire arguments, which, in other 


hands, would a this tyrant in the duft. 


I fhall attempt to San this queftion, by firft deliv- 
ering afew general propofitions. I fhall afterwards 
apply thefe propofitions, and anfwer fuch arguments as 
are ufually urged in fayor of the Latin and Greek 
languages as neceflary parts of an academic education. 

The great defign of a liberal: education is, to: 
prepare youth for ufefulnefs here, and for happinels 


hereafter. 


“—~ 
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Ii. The proper time for acquiring the neceffary 
branches of knowledge for thefe important purpofes, 
is in the firft eighteen years of life. 


HI. From four to five years are ufually fpent 
in acquiring a competent knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages. _ 


IV. The knowledge of things always preceeds the 
knowledge of words. Children difcover the truth 
of this obfervation every day. They know all the 
objects around them, long before they are able to 
call them by their proper- names, or’ even to arti- 
culite’ ‘founds’ ‘of “any kind. It is fuppofed that 
children. acquire more ideas of things in the firfe 
three years of their lives, than they acquire in any 


Beaks yeas afterwards. 


V..The Bs ee of Peds is feleng the ability 
of the mind. to, acquire ideas. That underftanding. 
muft have uncommon ftrength, which does not 
contract an ‘oblique direction by being employed 
four or five years in learning the Latin or Greek 
Janguages. ee 


VI. The difficulty of acquiring thofe dead 
languages, and the. little pleafure which accompanies 
the knowledge of them in early life, oceafion the, 
principal obftacles to teaching, in matters, and 
~ learning, in {cholars. . 
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The famous Bufby 1s faid to have died of «bad 
Latin ;” that is, the ungrammatical verfions of his 
fcholars broke his heart. How few boys relifh Latin 
and Greek leflons! The pleafure they fometimes 
difcover in learning them, is derived either from the 
tales they read, or from a competition, which awak- 
ens a love of honour, .and which might be dif- 
played upon a hundred more ufeful fubje&s ; or it 
may arife from a defire of gaining the good will 
of their mafters or parents. Where thefe incentives 
are wanting, how bitter does the ftudv of languages 
render that innocent period of life, which feems_ ex- 
clufively intended for happinefs! ‘ J with I had 


never been born,” faid a boy of eleven years old, to 


his mother ; why, my fon?” faid his mother. “ Be-. 


caufeI am born into a world of trouble.” “ What 
6é trquble,” faid his mother {miling, have you 
«¢ known, my fon ?”—« ‘Trouble enough, mamma,” 
faid he, “‘two Latin leffons to get, every day.” This 
boy was not deficient in genius nor in application to 
books. He often amufed himfelf in reading natural 
and ancient hiftory, was inquifitive after knowledge 
of every kind, and was never heard to afk a foolifh or 


impertinent queftion. 


VII. Many fprightly boys of excellent capacities for 
ufeful knowledge, have been fo difgufted with the dead 
languages, as to retreat from the drudgery of fchools,. 
to low company, whereby they have become bad mem- 
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and men, fill many parts 
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bers. of fociety,..and. entailed mifery upon all who 


have been connected with’ them. 


Vill. The Tach and Greek langtagés are the firtt 
tefts of genius in fchools. "Where boys difcover a 
want of capacity for them, they are generally taken 
from {chool, or remain there the butts of their com- 
panions. Dr. Swift early difcovered a want of tafte 
for the dead languages. It would be unjuft to men-~ 
tion this fad, without afcribing it to the voice of 
reafon and nature {peaking in this great man. He 
had no relifh for the hufks of literature. ‘Truth and 
knowledge were alone commenfurate to the dignity 


and extent of his mind. 


ye a 
IX. The fkudy of fome of the Latin and Greek 
claflics is unfavourable to morals and religion. In- 
delicate, amours, and lie vices ‘both of gods 
em. Hence an early 

and dangerous acquaintance with vice; and hence, 
from. an aflociation. of ideas, a diminthed. refpect 
for. the unity. and perfections of; the true God. 


Thofe clafiics which are free from this» cenfurey 
> 


contain little elfe-but the hiftories of murders, per- 


petrated by kings, and related.in fucha manner: 
as to excite pleafure and admiration, . Hence the 
univerfal preference of the military chatacter to all 
others.—To the fame caufe we may afcribe the 
early paflion for a cockade in {chool boys ; and: the 


tne frequent adoption of the principles and_ vices of 
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armies, by young men who are deftined for, other 
re 1918. 9 


les The fudy of the Latin Lid Greek languages 
is improper | in the prefent ftate of fociety and 
government in ‘United States. While Greek and 
Latin are the only avenues | ‘to icience, education 
will always. be confined to a few people. It is 
only by rendering knowledge univerfal, that a re- 
publican form of government can be preferved in 


our country. 


I thall oe ily OY other. reaions why, the 


ftudy sof thefe. languages is improper ina peculiar 


manner in -the United States. 


Xl. The Culuaalion of the Latin! and Greek lan- 


guages is a great obftacle to- the cultivation’: and 





perfection of Joe Englifl 


language. 


XID It is likewife orie of the greateft obftructions 


that -has,ever-been. thrown in the way of propagating _ 


ufeful knowledge: | 
On oth of thefe two aft’ “propofitions I ‘fhalk 


freat more fully 3 in another place. 


Mtcegs now, to, confider the principle, arguments 
that have been urged in favour of the Latin and. 
Greek jlanguages, as neceflary parts .of a liberal, 
education. ) pia | 


sebsihy : ee 
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i. A knowledge of the Latin or Greek grammar, it 
has been faid, is neceflary for our becoming acquainted 
with Englifh grammar. ‘There was a time when the 
authority of a great name impofed this opinion upon 
me, and even led me publicly to adopt it, but I am 
now fatisfied that it is wholly deftitute of truth. 
Ihave known many bachelors and mafters of arts, 
who were incorrect Englith {cholars, and many _per- 
fons cf both fexes, ignorant of the dead languages, 
who both wrote and fpoke Englith, agreeably to the 
{triteft rules of modern grammar. Indeed I cannot 
help afcribing the late ‘improvements in the Englifh 
language chiefly to the negle& of the Latin and Greek 
languages. ‘The Greek is fuppofed to be the moft 
perfect language both in its conftru€tion and harmony, 
that has ever been fpoken by mortals. Now this 
language was not learned I rough the medium of any 
other. Hence it was acquired and fpoken with 
equal propriety by all ranks of people, and not lefs by 
an apple woman, than by the celebrated » orators *.of 
Greece. In that highly favoured nurfery of human 
genius, the avenues to knowledge were not. obftru@- 
ed by two or three dead, or even foreign languages ; 
nor was the precious feafon of youth, when memory 
is moft faithful, and curiofity moft active, mis-fpent 
in learning words. Hence the fame of - ancient 
Greece in arts and feiences, and hence ‘the fublimity 
_of the orations of Demofthenes, and of the poems 


of Homer. _There was nothing in the compofition 
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of thé blood, orin the ftructure of the nerves of the 
ancient Greeks, which gave them a pre-eminence over 
the reft of mankind. It arofe entirely from their 
being too wife te wafte the iraportant years of edu- 
cation in learning to call fubitances, by two or three 
different names, inftead of ftudying their qualities and 
ufes.. The conftruétion of the Englifh, differs mate- 
rially from that of the Latin and Greek languages 5 
and the attempt to accommodate it to the Greek 
and Roman grammars has checked its improvement in 
many inftances. Thope to prove hereafter, that a 
knowledge of grammar, like a knowledge of pro- 
nunciation, fhould be learned only by the ear in early 
life. ‘The practice of teaching boys Englifh grammar, 
through the medium of a dead language, is as abfurd, as 
it would be for a parent to force his child to chew peb- 
bles.or mahogany, in order to prepare its gums or 
teeth to mafticate bread and meat. | 


2. We are told that the Roman and Greek authors 
are the only perfect models of tafte and eloquence, 
and that ‘itis neceflary to ftudy them, in order to 


acquire their tafte and fpirit. Strange language indeed! 


what ! did nature exhauft herfelf in Greece and Rome ? 
Are the ancients the only repofitories of the great 


principles of tafte and genius? Ireje& the fuppofition; | 


and will venture to aflert, in oppofition to it, that we 
fhail never equal the fublime and original authors of 
antiquity until we ceafe to ftudy them. 


oe a 
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~ Nature is always the fame. ~ Let us yield to her infpi 
ration alone, and-avail ourfelves of allufions to the mary 
difeoveries which have lately been made in her works. 
Shakefpeare owes his fame, as a fublime ahd original 
poet, to his having never read (as is genetally believed) 
a Latin or Greck author. ‘Fence he Spoke from fiature, 
or Wether: nature fpoke thro’ him. But it fhould be 
remembered that arf,.as well as nature féeds the flame 
of g geriius. “By. negle€ting the. anciehts; we may bor- 
row imagery from the many ufeful and’ well known 
atts which 1 i ave been the inventions of modern ages, 
and ‘thereby y furpals the antients in the variety ‘and 
effet of our -compofitions. It is to “this paflion for 
ancient writers that we are to aferibe the great want of 
originality , that marks too many ‘of the’ poems of mod- 
ern times. A judicious critic has obferved, that the 
defcriptions of Spring, a are publifhed every year 

in England, apply chiefly to the climates of Greece and 
the neighbourhood of Rome!: ;-This is .the natural 
effect of a-fervile attachment’to the ancient poets. lt 
infenfibly checks’ invention,,and leads to. imitation. 
The pleafure with which the’ poems of the thoemaker, 
the milk-maid, and the. Ayrethire ploughman, have been 
read by ail clafles of people, proves that aa acquaintance | 
with the,Greek or Roman. poets, is not neceflary. ‘to 
infpire juft ideas, or to produce harmony. in poetry. 
Dr. Swift, as an author, owes nothing to the ancients» 

Je has attained to what Pope calls the majefty” and 


what Lord Shaftefbury calls the ‘ divinenefs” of fim- 
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plicity in writing. All his compofitions, exemplify 
his own perfect definition of ftyle. They confitt of 
« proper words in their-proper places.’ I have heard 
of a learied gentlemen in Seotlarid, who, when any of 
his friends propofed to introduce a fivanger to him, afk- 
ed only, as a proof of his tafte for compofition, whether 
he admired Dr. Young’s- Night Thoughts? ‘Were 
I to receive’ a ‘vifitor upon fimilar terms, my only 
queftion fhould be, «does he admire ‘the ftyle of Dr. 
sé Swit’ Bagi 


‘Under this head I fhall only add, that the moft 
intimate acquaintance with the Roman ‘and Greek 
writers will not produce perfection of ftyle in men who 
are. devoid of tafte and genius. Hence we fometimes 
find the mott celebrated teachers of the Latin and 
Greek languages cxtreribmndeficient | in Englith compo- 
fition. I acknowledge that Milton, Addifon, Hume, 
Middleton and Bolingbroke, whofe {tyles have been 
fo much admired, were all Latin and Greek fcholars. 
' Butin thefe authors, a native ftrength of genius, and 
tafte preferved their writings from the affectation and 
obfcurity which are imparted to Engli fh compofitions, 
by anadherence to the grammars and arrangement of 


the Latin and Greek languages. 


3. It has been - faid that we cannot know the ufe or 
meaning of thofe numerous Englith words which , are 
derived from the Latin and Greek, without a know- 


ledge of thofe languages. To this I may an{w er, that 
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what proves too much, proves nothing at. all. The 
argument that has been mentioned, proves that a 
knowledge of the Celtic, the Saxon, the German, the 
French, the Italian and the Dutch, is neceflary to ena- 
ble;us to underftand the ufe of many Englifh words; 
for far the greateft part of them are derived from thofe 
languages. But I object further to this argument, 
that if a knowledge of the derivation of Englifh words 
from the Greek and Latin languages, fhould be follow- 
ed by a ftrict regard to their original meaning, it would 
lead us into many miftakes. ‘The derivation of the . 
word “ angel” would lead us to contemplate a meffen- 
ger, inftead of a perfe&t finite intelligence. The 
derivation of the word “rebellion” would lead us to 
contemplate a war commenced by a conquered people ; 
inftead of a refiftance to the juft authority of govern- 
ment. Many other inftances of fimilar incongruity 
might be mentioned between the meaning of certain 
Englifh words, and their Roman and Greek originals. 
I conclude therefore that a knowledge of the derivation — 
of words is not neceflary to teach us their proper ufe. 
and meaning. Cuftom, which is the law and rule of 
{peech, and what is, inftead of what Soould be common, 
will always govern the ufe of words. Where cuftom 
is unknown, modern Englifh dictionaries will fupply 
its place. 

Here I beg leave to repeat that the ftudy of the 


Greek and Latin languages by the Englifh nation 
has been one of the greateft obftru€tions, that ever 
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has been thrown in the way of the propagation of 
ufeful knowledge. By rendering our language unintele 
figible to the greateft part of the people who hear 
or read it, it has made it an improper vehicle of 
inftruction. The orations of Demofthenes, we are 
told, were, like earthquakes in ancient Greece. They 
moved whole nations. ‘The reafon ofthis is plain. 
He never ufed a fingle word in any of them, but 
what was alike intelligible to all claffes of his hearers. 
The effect of Indian eloquence upon the councils and 
wars of the favages in America, depends wholly 
upon its being perfectly underftood and felt by every 
member of their communities. It has often been 
remarked that. in England no play will fucceed 
without action, while fentiment alone infures the 
Toudeft claps of applaufe, in the theatres of France. 
The reafon of this is obyious. The Englifh lan- 
guage requires action to traniflate it, to half the 
common audience of a theatre, whereas the French 
language, which is uniform and ftationary, is un- 
derftood, and, of courfe, the fentiment which is 
| conveyed by it, is felt and enjoyed by all who hear 
it. The writings of Voltaire are quoted by. the 
- hairdreffers and milliners of Paris, becaufe they are 
written in the fimple language of the country, while 
many of the moft celebrated Britifh authors cannot 
be underftood by common readers, without the help 
of a didtionary or interpreter. | Richardfon and 
Fielding are an exception to this remark. | They 
are alike intelligible and acceptable to the learned and 





32 OBSERVATIONS ON THE STUDY OF THE 


unlearned, inafmuch as they. have conveyed all their 
ideas in plain, but decent, Englith words. The po- 
pularity of the methodift preachers may be afcribed 
in part to their {peaking .in a language that’ is intel-_ 
ligible:to the common ‘people. .:Itis true, .many of 
them are deficient in .education, but this; deficiency 
appears more ,in an ignorance of .the conftruction of 
the Englifh language, than in the proper ufe of 
Enghth words, aind perhaps this may ‘be - afcribed 
chiefly to their-extempore mode of preaching. It as 
happy for fome ‘of thofe churches where, the Latin and 
Greek languages are confidered as neceflary.; parts. for, 
education in their clergy, that part-of the public worfhip 
of God is confined to. reading the feriptures, and_.to. 
forms »of prayer, both, ef which are written, in Englith, 
and are intelligible to.every clafs;of hearers. Such 
congregations are not left to the mercy. of their preach- 
ets in every. part’ of . divane fervice. ¥ A pious woman 
in London who,heard her minifter {peak of the Deity, 
by the name of the great Philanthropift, afked when 
fhe came home, what heathen god Philanthropitt was? 
There are few fermons compofed by Latin.and.Greek 
{cholars in which there are not many hundred words, ; 
that are equally unintelligible toa majority...of their, 
hearers. Hence I cannothelp.thinking that were John, 
theBaptift to appear’again im-our world, and to fend, 
to fome of our doctors of divinity, or to many.of our 
young pteachers to enquire after the figns of, their, 
divine miflion,:few of them could adopt the anfwer 
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of our Saviour and fay that to the poor the gofpel was 


s¢ preached.” It will require a total ignorance of the 
p q 8 


Latin and Greek languages, or an uncommon mixture 
of good fenfe and picty in a preacher who is acquaint- 
ed with them, to addrefs an audience in fuch a manner 
as to be perfectly underftood by the illiterate part of 


them. 


I with to’prefs the confiderations that have beeti 
mentioned under this head, home to the feelings of 


the friends of virtue and religion. It has been demon- ~ 


ftrated, that the ftudy of the ancient claffics is hurtful 
to morals. It is equally plain that the corruption of 
our language by the conftant fubftitution of words of 
Greek and Latin origin, to thofe which had become 
familiar and univerfal, from long ufage, has greatly re- 
tarded the ptogrefs of knowledge of all kinds, but in 
amore eéfpecial manner, a great ptoportion of that 
fpecies of it which is delivered from the pulpit. I 
appeal to the confciences of minifters of the gofpel of 
all denominations; whether, inftead of expofing their 
their candidates for the miniftry, to temptation from 
that kind of learning “© which puffeth up, without 
“¢ edifying,” it would not be better to dire@t thei 
to employ the time which is ufually mif-pent in 
acquiring it, in ftudying the feriptures; and in making 
themfelves mafters of the Englifh language? It is im- 
poflible to tell what great improvements would be made 
by thefe means in moral happinefs in the United 


States: 
F 
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4. Weare told that a knowledge of the Greek and 
Roman languages, is neceflary to enable us to under- 
ftand the frequent allufions that are made by Englith 
writers to the mythology of thofe ancient nations. 
To this Eanfwer, that the lefs we know of this fubjeét, 
the better ; for what is the hiftory of the ancient fables, 
but an agreeable defcription of frauds—rapes—and 
murders, which, while they pleafe the imagination, 
fhock the moral faculty ? Icis high time to ceafe from 
idolizing the idolatry of Greece and Rome. ‘Truth 
alone is knowledge, and {pending time in ftudying 
Greek and Roman fidtions, is only labouring to be 
more ignorant. If there is any moral contained in 
thefe fictions, it is fo much involved in obfcurity, as 
not to be intelligible to a young man at that time of 
life in which he ufually becomes acquainted with them. 
Happy will it be for the prefent and future generations, 
if an ignorance of the Latin and Greek languages, 
fhould banifh from modern poetry, thofe difgraceful. 
invocations of heathen gods, which indicate no lefs a 
want of genius, than a want of reverence for the true 
God. I fhall only addin this place, that the beft 
writers in the Englifh language feldom borrow allu- 
fions from the mythology of the Greek or Roman 
‘mations. Richardfon’and Fielding have pafled them by, 
and hence arifes another reafon why the works of thofe 
authors are fo univerfally intelligible and acceptable to 
to all elafles of readers. 
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hake ia: been faid, that the Latin language has’ - 
become a neceflary part of liberal knowledge, inas- 
auch as the European nations have by common con- 
fent made it the vehicle of their difcoveries. This 
argument had fome weight while fcience confifted on- 
ly learning what was known; but fince the ‘enquiries 
of philofophers have been directed to new objects of 
obfervation and experiment, the Latin language has 
not been able to keep pace with the number and ra- 
pidity of their difcoveries. “Where fhall we find Latin 
words to convey juft ideas of the many terms which 
eleGtricity—chemiftry—navigation—and many other 
fciences have introduced into our modern languages ? 
It is from experience of the infufficiency of the Latin 
language for this purpofe, that moft of the modern na- 
tions of Europe have been obliged to adopt their own 
languages, asthe vehicles of thcir difcoveries, in 
{cience. If this argument had been acknowledged to 
have weight in Europe, it fhould, from. local circum- 
{tances, have no weight in America. Here we have 
no intercourfe with any part of Europe, except her com- 
mercial feaports, and in thefe, all bufinefs is tranf- 
acted in modern languages. America, with refpedt 
to the nations of Europe, is like the new planet, 
with refpe&t to thofe, whofe revolutions have long 
been defcribed in the felar fyftem. She }s placed at 
too great a diftance from moft of them, to be within 
the influence of a reciprocal exchange of the rays of 
knowledge. Like a certain animal, deferibed by the 
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naturalifts, ‘the muft impregnate herfelf. But while 
fhe retains a friendly intercourfe with Great Britain, 
all the valuable difcoveries which are publifhed in Latin, 
in any part of Europe, will be tranfmitted to her 
through the medium of Englifh tranflations. 


6. It has been faid that a knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages is neceflary to the learned pro- 
feffions of law—phyfic—and divinity. To this I an- 
fwer, that the moft ufeful books in each of thefe pro- 
feflions are now tranflated, or written in Englifh, in 
confequence of which, knowledge in law—phyfic— 
and divinity has been greatly multiplied and extended. 
¥ fee no ufe at prefent for a knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages, fora lawyer, a phyfician, ora 
divine, in the United States, except it be to facilitate 
the remembrance of a few technical terms which may 
be retained without j it. Two of the moit celebrated and 
fuccefsful lawyers in the United States, are ‘ftrangers 
to the Latin language. An eminent phyfician, who 
{pent feveral of the years of his youth in learning this 
language, has affured me, that he had not more than 
three times in his life found any advantage from it. 

Very few phyficians, I I believe, (profeffors of medecine 
only excepted, who are obliged to review Latin thefes 
previoufly to their publication) retain their knowledge 
of this language, after they become eftablifhed in bufi- 
nefs, and if they do, it is preferved lefs from neceflity, 
than from vanity, or a defire of reviving, by reading: 
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the claffics, the agreeable ideas of the early and inno- 
‘cent part of their lives. 


I know that it is commonly | believed, that a know- 
ledge of .the Greek language, is neceflary to enable a 
divine fully to underftand the New Teftament. But 
I object to this opinion, that the moft ufeful and ne- 
_ ceffary parts of this divine book are intelligible to the 
howeit capacities in its prefent Englifh drefs: and I 
believe further, that there have been as many difputes 
among the critics, about the meaning of words, and 
about editions and tranflations of the New Teftament, 
as there have been among unlearned chriftians about 
the meaning of its obf{cure and difficult paflages. If 
a knowledge of the Greek language be neceflary to 
enable a divine to underftand the New  Ieftament, 
it follows, that a critical knowledge of all the 
dialects in which the different parts of it were origi- 
nally compofed, is equally neceflary. for the fame pur- 
pofe ; and, if neceflary ta a diyine, why not to the 
common people, for they are equally interefted in 
all the truths of revelation? ‘The ditlculties and ab- 
furdities into which we are led by this races dar eae are 


too obvious to be mentioned. 


. We are very apt to forget the age in which we live. 
In the fifteenth century, all the knowledge of Europe 
was locked up in a few Greek and Latin manulcripts. 
In this confined ftate of knowledge, an acquaintance 
with the Latin language was thought to be neceflary 





‘ 
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to civilize the human mind—hence the teachers of 
it acquired the title of «* profeflors of humanity ” in 
the European univerfities.. But we live in an age in 
which knowledge has been drawn from its dead repo- 
fitories, and diffufed by the art of printing, in Itving 
languages, through every part of the world. Huma- 
nity has therefore changed fides. Her gentlenefs is 
now altogether in favour of modern literature. 


We forget not only the age, but the country-like- 
wife im which we live... In Europe many ancient con- 
flitutions—-laws—treaties—oflicial letters—and even 


private deeds, are written in Latin—hence the know- 


Jedge of it has fometimes been found ufeful for ftates- 


men and ‘lawyers—but all the conftitutions, laws, 


treaties, public letters, and private deeds of the United 


States, are written in Englifh; and of courfe 2 know- 
ledge of the Latin language is not neceflary to un- 
derfland them. It is therefore as ufelefs in America, 
as the Spanith great-coat is in the ifland of Cuba, or 
the Dutch foot-ftove, at the Cape ef Good Hope. 


We forget further the difference of occupation be- 
tween the inhabitants of the prefent, and of the fifteenth. 
century. Formerly public prayers and war were the 
only bufinefs of man: but fince agriculture, manufac- 
tures and commerce, have afforded fuch different and 
profitable employments to mankind, there cannot be 
greater folly than to learn two languages which are no 


ways connected with the advancement of any of them. 
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“¢ J once thought health, the greateft bleffing in the 
« world,’ faid Mr. Rittenhoufe to the author of this 
eflay, “but Ido not think fonow. There is one thing 
<‘ of much greater value, and that is time.” ‘This 
opinion of our excellent American philofopher, is true 
every where, but in a more efpecial manner in the 
United States. Here the opportunities of acquiring 
knowledge and of advancing private and public intereft 
are fo numerous, and the rewards of genius and in- 
duftry fo certain, that not a particle of time fhould be 
mris-{pent or loft. We occupy anew country. Our 
principal bufinefs fhould be to explore and apply its 
refources, all of which prefs us to enterprize and hafte. 
Under 'thefe circumftances, to fpend four or five years 
in learning two dead languages, is to turn eur backs 
upon a gold mine, in order to amufe ourfelves in 


catching butterflies. 


It is agreeable to hear of the progrefs of human 
reafon in the gradual declenfion of the ufual methods 
of teaching the Latin and Greek languages within the. 
laft forty years in Europe. Formerly boys were 
obliged to commit whole volumes of Latin and Greek 
poetry to memory, as the only means of learning thofe 
languages. Nor was this all; they were obliged to 
compofe Latin verfes, without the leaft regard being 
paid to genius, or tafte for poetry. The laft act of 
{chool tyranny, was to compel boys to read the ancient 
claiics without the help of tranflations. Ail thefe 
methods of teaching the dead languages are now laid 
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afide. The next ray of truth that irradiates human 
reafon upon this fubjet,. I hope will teach us to reject 
the Latin and Greek languages altogether, as branches 


of a liberal education. 


~ The progrefs of human reafon fhould likewife be 
acknowledged in having banifhed Latin and Greek 
quotations from fermons, and other religious tracts, 
which are intended for the common people. Such 
guotations are to be found only in books of fcience, 
addrefled to the members of the learned profeffions, or 
to perfons who are fuppofed to be acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek languages. 


There are certain follies, like the objects of fight; 
which cannot be feen .when the eye is placed too near 
them. We are ftruck with pity and horror in con- 
templating the folly difcovered by our anceftors in their 
military expeditions to the holy land of Paleftine. ‘The 
generations which are to follow us, will probably view 
our partiality to the claffic ground of Greece and Rome, 
with fimilar emotions. We laugh at the credulity of 
thofe nations who worfhipped apes and crocodiles, | 
without recollecting, that future ages will treat our 
fuperftitious veneration for the ancient poets and ora-' 
tors, with the fame ridicule. Pofterity, in réading the 
hiftory of the American revolution, will wonder that 
in a country where fo many exploits of wifdom and 
virtue were performed, the human underftanding was 


fettered by prejudices in favour of the Latin and Greek 
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jangwages. But I hope with the hiftory of this folly; 
fome hiftorian will convey to future generations, that 
many of the moft ative and ufeful characters in 
accomplifhing this revolution, were ftrangers to the 


formalities of a Latin and Greek education. 
Tt is high time to diftinguifh between a philofopher, 


and a fcholar, between things and words. “4 He 
” faid a’ gentle- 





“¢ was educated at the college of— 
man to his friend, fpeaking of a young man who was 
known to them both. . « You mean Sir,” replied his 
; but 


“‘ as to education, he appears to have received none 





friend, “he got his learning at the college of 


‘© any where.” ‘This young man. was an excellent 
Latin and Greek fcholar, but knew nothing of men, 


or things. 


Let it not be fuppofed from any thing that has been 
here advanced, that I with the knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages to be extin&t in the world. Far 
from it. My with is to fee it preferved, like the know- 
ledge of law, or medicine, as a difting profeilion. | Let 
the perfons, who devote themfelves to the ftudy of thefe 
languages, be called linguifts, or interpreters, and let 
them be paid for their tranflatioris and explanations of 
Latin and Greek books, and other compofitions in 
thofe languages. No more confidence will be placed 
by the public, in the members of this new profeffion, 
than is daily placed in lawyers and phyficians, in 
matters of much greater importance; nor will more 

G 
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credit be given to them, than we are accuftomed to give 
to travellers and hiftorians.. There can be no more 
reafon why every man fhould be capable of tranflating 
or judging of a Latin or Greek book, than there can 
be why every man fhould be a lawyer ora phyfician, 
or why he fhould be obliged to vifit Conftantinople or 
Grand Cairo, in order to become. acquainted with the 
fituation of thefe two great cities. If this method of 
preferving and applying the dead languages fhould be 
adopted, young men will learn them as they do law and 
phyfic, by ferving an apprenticefhip, inftead of going 
to {chool.. 


The following advantages would immediately attend 


' the rejection of the Latin and Greek languages as 


branches of a liberal education. 


x. It would improve, ‘and finally perfe&t the Englifh 
language, by checking the increafe of thofe fuperfluous 
words which are derived from the Latin and Greek 
languages. What ufe have we for feftivity—celebrity 
—hilarity—amenity—and'a hundred other duplicate 
words, with which Johnfon and Harris have corrupted 
and weakened our language, and which are unintelli- 
gible to three fourths of common Englifh readers? 
The rejeCtion of the ancient languages, would further 
banifh Latin and Greek words, fuch as, enit, fecit, 
excudit, pinxit, acme, Jinis, bona fide, 1pfo faéto, ad vale- 
rem, anda hundred: others, equally <difgufting, from 
Englifh compofitions.. It would moreover preferve 
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our language from encroachments of French and Ita- 
lian words, fuch as eclat—amateur—douceur—en paffant: 
—corps—dilettanti—con cuore—piana and many others, 


all of which impair the ws yaeuiensicns and dignity of the 
Englifh language, 


. The rejection of the Latin and Greck langauges | 
from our fchools, would produce a revolution in fcience, 
and in human affairs. That nation which fhall firft 
fhake off the fetters of thofe ancient languages, will 
advance further in knowledge, and in happinefs, ia 
twenty years, than any nation in Europe has done, in a 
hundred. 


3. It will have a tendency to deftroy the prejudices 
of the common people againft fchools and colleges. 
The common people do not defpife {cholars, becaufe 
they know more, but becaufe they know leis than them- 
felves. A mere icholar can call a horfe, or a cow, by 
two or three different names, but he frequently knows 
nothing of the qualities, or ufes of thofe valuable 


animals. 


4. It would be the means of banifhing pride from 
our feminaries of publiceducation. Men are generally 
moft proud of thofe things that do not contribute to 
the happinefs of themfelves, or others. Ufeful know- 
ledge generally humbles the mind, but learning, like 
fine clothes, feeds pride, and thereby hardens the bu- 
man heart. 
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5. It would greatly encreafe the number of ftudents 
in our colleges, and thereby extend the benefits of 
education through every part of our country. ‘The 
excellency of knowledge would then be obvious to every 


body, becaufe it would be conftantly applicable to 


fome of the neceflary and ufeful purpofes of life, and 
particularly to the fecurity and order of wife and juft 


government, 


6. It would remove the prefent immentfe difparity 
which fubfifts between the fexes, in the degrees of their 
education and knowledge. Perhaps one caufe of the 
mifery of many families, as well as communities, may 
be fought for in the mediocrity of knowledge of the 
women. , Lhey fhould know more or lefs, in order to 
be happy themfelves, and to communicate happinefs 
to others. By ceafing to make Latin and Greek a 
neceflary part of a liberal education, we open the doors 
for every ipecies of improvement to the female part of 
fociety :—hence will arife new pleafures in their com- 
general 
reformation and refinement, in the gencrations which 


pany,—and hence, too, we may expect a 


are to follow us; for principles and manners in all 


focieties are formed chiefly by the women. 


Tt may be afked here, how fhall we employ thofe 
years of a boy, that are now ufually {pent in learning 
the Latin and Greek languages? I fhall endeavour to 
anfwer this queftion by laying down a fhort, plan of a 
liberal Englifh education. In this undertaking, I fhall 
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itrive to forget for a while all the fyftems of education 
I have ever feen, and fuggeft fuch a one as is founded 


in the original principles of a€tion in the human mind. 


1. Let the firft eight years of a boy’s time be em- 
ployed in learning to fpeak, fpell, read and write the 
Englifh language. For this purpofe, let him be com- 
mitted to the care of a mafter, who {peaks correctly at 
all times, and let the books he reads, be written in a 
fimple and correct ftyle.- During.thefe years, let not 
an Englifh grammar by any means be put into his 
hands. It is to moft boys, under even twelve years 
of age, an unintelligible book. As well might we 
contend, that a boy fhould be taught the names and 
number of the humours of the'eye, or the mufcles of 
the tongue, in order to learn to fee, or to fpeak, as be 
taught the Englifh language, by means of grammar. 
Sancho, in attempting to learn to read, by chewing the 
‘four and twenty letters of the alphabet, did not exhib- 
it a greater abfurdity, than a boy of feven or eight years 
old does, in committing grammar rules to memory, in 
order to underftand the Englifh language. Did we 
with to defcribe a fhip, fo as to have all its parts perfectly 
and fpeedily known, would we begin by defcribing its 
detached parts in a fhip-yard, or a rope-walk? Or would 
we not firft fix every part in its proper place, and then 
explain the names and ufes of thefe parts, by fhewing 
their fubferviency toeach other? In like manner, I af- 
firm, that the conftruction of our language fhould be 


learned by a careful attention to the places and ufes of the 
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different parts of {fpeech in agreeable compofitions, and 
not by contemplating them in a disjointed flate in 
an Englifh grammar. But Iwill add further, that 
grammar fhould be taught only by the ear. Pro- 
nounciation, which is far more extenfive, and dif- 
ficult, is learned only in this way. To teach con- 
cord. in the arrangement of words, let the matter 
converfe with his pupils as well as hear them read, 
and let him diftinétly mark and correct every devi- 
ation from grammatical propriety which they utter. 
This method of teaching grammar has been tried with 
fuccefs in the families of feveral gentlemen of my 
acquaintance. It is both rational, and pra€ticable. It 
has, moreover, the authority of the wife Greeks to re- 
commend it. Homer, Xenophon, Demofthenes and 
Longinus, I believe, were all taught to fpeak, read, 
and write their native language, without the incum- 


brance of a Greek granamar. I do not mean by any 


thing that has been advanced, to infinuate that our 


pupil fhould not be inftruéted in the principles and laws 


_of our language. I have referved this part of know- 


‘ * | F, 
ledge to a much later period of his youth, at which 
time he will acquire it almoft as foon as Moliere’s 


«« Citizen turned Gentleman,” learned to diftinguith 


between profe. and poetry. He will find that he is in 


pofiefion of this knowledge, and that the bufinefs of 
his mafter will be only to give names tothings with 
which he is already acquainted. 


\ 
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Under this head, I thall only add, that the perfec- 
tion of the ear, as: an» avenue. of knowledge is not 
{ufliciently known. Ideas acquired through that or- 
gan, are much more durable, than thofe acquired 
by the eyes. We remember much longer what we 
hear, than what we fee; hence, old men recolle& 
voices, long after they forget faces. Thefe fads are 
capable of great application to the bufinefs of educa- 


tion. 


Having provided our pupil with a vehicle of know- 
ledge, by teaching him to read and write, our next 
bufinefs fhould be to furnifh him with ideas. Here 
it will be necefiary to remark, that the human mind in 
early life firft comprehends fubftances. From thefe it 


proceeds to actions, from actions to qualities, and 


from qualities to degrees. Let us therefore in edu- 


cation, follow this order of nature, and begin by in- 
ftructing our pupilin the knowledge of fubftances, or 
things. For this purpofe, let us initiate him into the 
knowledge of the globe on which he exifts, by teach- 


ing him 


2. Natural hiftory. This ftudy is fimple and truly 
delightful. Animals of all kinds are often the fubjets 


of converfation and difputes among boys in their 


walks and diverfions. But this is nor all; thisitudy 


is the foundation of all ufeful and practical knowledge 
in agriculture, manufaCiures and commerce, as well as 


in philofophy, chemiftry, and medecine. By making 
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natural hiftory the firit ftudy of a boy, we imitate 
the conduct of the firft teacher of man. The firft 
leflon that Adam received from his Maker in Para- 
dife, was upon natural hiftory. It is probable that 
the dominion of our great progenitor over the brute 
creation, and every other living creature, was founded 
upon a perfect knowledge of their names and qualities, 
for God appears in this, as weli as in other-inftances, 
to have acted by the inftrumentality of human rea- 
fon.—Where a mufeum is wanting, all that is ne- 
ceflary for a boy to know of animals and fifhes—infects 
—trees and herbs, may be taught by means of 


prints. 


_3- Geography, is a fimple fcience, and accom- 


modated to the capacity of a boy under twelve years 


of age. It may be perfedtly underftood by means of 


cards—globes—and maps; for each of thefe modes 
of conveying inftruction, feizes upon the fenfes and | 
imagination. ‘The frequent application which a boy 
is obliged to make of his knowledge in geography, 
in reading, and converfation, will foon fix it upon 
his memory, and from the time and manner in which 


he will acquire it, he will never forget it. 


Tallow four years to be employed in acquiring 
thefe two fundamental branches of knowledge. After 
our pupil has become tolerably well acquainted with 
them, he fhould be inftructed in the 


A 
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4. French and German languages. Thefe will be 
equally neceflary, whether commerce—phyfic—law or 
divinity is the purfuit of a young man. They fhould 
be acquired only by the ear. Great care fhould be 
’ taken not to permit him to learn thefe languages be- 
fore he is twelve years old, otherwife he will contract 
fo much of the French and German accent as will 


impair the prononciation of his native tongue. 


5- Arithmetic, and fome of the more fimple 
branches of the mathematics fhould be acquired be- 
tween the twelfth and fourteenth years of his life. — 


6. Between his fourteenth and eighteenth years, - 
he fhould be inftructed in grammar—oratory—criti- 
cifm—the higher branches of mathematics—philofophy 
—chemiftry—logic—metaphyfics—chronology—hifto- 
ry—government—the principles of agriculture, and 
manufactures—and in every thing elfe that is neceffary 
to qualify him for public ufefulnefs, or private hap- 
pinefs. 


4. [know it is common to introduce what is called 
Moral Philofophy into a fyftem of liberal education. The 
name of this {cience is derived from the Pagan f{chools. 
The ftudy of it conftituted a material part of their 
learning. Inftead of continuing this anti-chriftian 
mode of teaching morals, I would propofe a courfe of 
lectures to be given upon the evidences, doétrines and 
precepts of the Chriftian religion. The laft part of this 

H 
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courfe might be made to include the whole circle of 
moral duties, and from the conneétion it would have 
with the evidences and doctrines of Chriftanity it 
would produce an impreflion upon the under{tanding 
which no time or circumftances would ever wear away. 
‘ It is by negle€&ting to teach young men the Chrif- 
tian religion as a {cience, or by the feparation of its 
morals from its principles, that colleges have become ir 


fo many inftances. the nurferies of infidelity. 


1 


a Extratt of a letter from the reverend M a Fames Muir, 
principal of the academy of Alexandria in Virginia, to the 
Author, dated Fuly 29, 1791. 


: a. 3 HAVE read with fatisfaction, in the Mufeum, 
ve - your obfervations on ftudying the learned lan- 


“¢ guages. ‘There is little tafte for them in this’ place. 





_ 6 In our academy, where there are near ninety 
oF st ftudents, not above nineteen are poring over Latin 
ne «and Greek. One of thefe nineteen was lately: 
- &&_addreffed-by a ftudent of Arithmetic in the follow-: 
suage—Pray, Sir, can you refolve me, by 











ye a Latin, this queftion, If one bufhel of corn coft 
© fo a1 fhillings, what coft fifty bufhels ?—A demand 
« ‘of this kind from a youth, is to me a proof of the 
“‘ tafte of Americans inthe prefent day, who prefer 
mS s the wfeful to the ornamental.” 


Se) js ah 
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ANSWER to the foregoing letter, containing further 
_ obfervations upon the fludy of the Latin. and Greek lan- 


gages. 
Dear SiR, 


HT gave me great pleafure to find, by your 

& polite letter of July 29th, that my opinions, 
upon the fubject of the Latin and Greek languages, 
have met with your approbation ; and that the young 
gentlemen who compote your academy had difcovered 
fo much good fenfe in preferring u/eful to w/ele/s, or, at 
beft, ornamental literature. | 


Ihave read all the replies that have been publithed 
to my opinions : and am more confirmed in the truth 
of them, than ever, by the weaknefs and fallacy of the 
objections that have been made to them. The ftyle 
of fome of thofe replies has eftablifhed one of my pro- 
pefitions in the moft forcible manner. -It has demon- 
{trated that a knowledge of the dead languages does 
not confer tafte or elegance in the Englifh language, 
any more than it does good breeding, or good temper. 
T except from this remark the candid and ingenious" 
letters publifhed in the Federal Gazette, faid to be 
written by Dr. Stuber, of this city. 


To perfuade men, that white is d/ack, or black, white, 
it is neceflary fometimes to make them believe that they 
axe grey. ‘The mind requires a refting point, in pafling 
from error to truth, upon many fubjeéts. I fhall avail 


myfelf of this weaknefs in human nature, and take the 
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liberty of fuggefting a method of teaching the Latin 


and Greek languages, which I conceive, will be ac- 


commodated to the prefent ftate of the prejudices of 


our countrymen in their favour. 


The late Dr. Franklin ufed to fay, that the learning | 


of a dead or foreign language might be divided into 
ten parts? That it required five only to learn to read 
it—/even te-tpeak it—and the whole fen to write it. 
Now, when we confider how feldom we are called 
upon to /peak or write the Latin or Greek languages, 
fuppofe we teach our boys orily to read them. ‘This 
will cut off one half the difficulty of learning them, and 
and enable a boy to acquire as much of doth, in two 
years, as will be neceflary forhim. He will, moreover, 
by this plan, be able to read more of the claflics than 
are read at prefent in our fchools. The claflics are 


now read only for the fake of acquiring a knowledge 


of the conftru@ion of the languages in which they are 


written; but by the plan I have propotied, they would 
be read for the fake of the matter they contained, and 
there would be time enough: to read each book from 
its. beginning to itsend. At pretent, what boy ever 
reads all the Z£nead of Virgil, or the Iliad of Homer ? 
In fhort, few boys ever carry with them from fchool, 
any thing but a {mattering of the claflics. ‘They peep 
intoa dozen of them; but are taught to attend to every 
thing they contain, more than to the /ubjeéts which are 
treated of by them. 
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In the way I have propofed, a boy would be able 
to tranflate all the Latin and Greek books he would 
meet with, and from the perfect knowledge he would 
acquire of them at {chool, he would probably retain 
that knowledge as long as he lived. 


To carry this mode of teaching the Latin and Greek 
languages into effect, it is abfolutely neceflary that a 
boy fhould firft be inftru€ted in Aifory and geography. 
Let him read an account of the rife, progrefs, and fal! 
of the Greek and Roman nations; and examine, upon — 
maps, the countries they inhabited and conquered, and 
their languages will foon become interefting to him. 
The neglect of this natural and eafy mode of inftruc- 
tion, isan inverfion of all order. ‘The abfurdity of it 
Was once happily expofed by a boy of eight years old, 
who, with a Latin Grammar in his hand, gravely afked 
his father, “‘ who made the Latin language, and what 
‘¢ was it made for?” Had this boy been'previoufly) 
inftructed in the Roman hiftory, he would not have 
afked fuch a queftion. Confidering his age, it was as 


natural, as it was foolifh. 


There is no play common among “children, that 
{trikes me with an idea of half the folly that I am ftruck 
with, every time I look into a Latin {chool, and fee 
thirty or forty little boys pinioned downto benches, and 
declining nouns, conjugating verbs, or writing Latin 
verfions. I confider the higheft attainment in this 


kind of learning, as nothing more than fuccefsful dof 
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tards, but far lefs ufeful than thofe which are exhibited 
in the ufual athletic excercifes of fchool boys. 


By adopting the plan I have propofed, a boy will 
not open a Latin or Greek book, till he is fourteen or 
fifteen years old; fo that the dead languages, inftead 
of being the firft, will be the laft things he will learn 
at fchool. At this age, he will learn them with halt 
the trouble, and underftand them much better than he 
would have done at nine or ten years of age. For 
though languages are acquired with moft eafe by the 
» ear under puberty, yet they are acquired moft eafily 
by the eye, after that period of life. But there is 
another advantage in making the Latin and Greek 
languages the laft things that are taught .at fchool. 
The bent of a young man’s inclinations is generally 
known at fourteen or fifteen, and feldom fooner. Now 
if he incline to commerce—to a military—or a naval 
hife—or to a mechanical employment, in all of which © 
it is agreed, Latin and Greek are unneceflary, it 
will be improper to detain him any longer at {chool, 
by which means much money will be faved by the 
parents, and much time faved by the boy, both of 
which are wafted by the prefent indifcriminate and 


prepofterous mode of teaching the dead languages. 


The idea of the neceflity of a knowledge of thofe 
languages, as an introduction to the knowledge of 
the Englifh language, begins to lofe ground. It is 
certainly a very ablurd one. We have feveral Englifh 
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ichools in our city, in which boys and girls of twelve 
and fourteen years old have been taught to fpeak and 
write our native language with great grammatical. pros 
priety. Some of thefe children would difgrace our 
bachelors and mafters of arts, who have {pent four or 


five years in the ftudy of the Latin and Greek lan- 


guages in our American gba It is true, thefe 


Latin, and Greek fcholars, aiter a while, acquire a, 


knowledge of our language: but it is inthe fame flow 


way, in which fome men acquire a knowledge of the 


forms of good breeding. Three months inftruCtion. 


will often impart more of both, than a whole life fpent 


im acquiring, them fimply by. imitation. 


Where there is one Latin fcholar, whol is obliged, 
in the courfe of his life, to /peak or write a Latin 
fentence, there are hundreds who are not under that 
neceflity. Why,then fhould we fpend. years in teach- 
ing that which is fo rately required in future life ? 
For fome years to come, the reading of the language, 
may be neceflary ; but a young man of fourteen or 
fifteen, may be tatight to do this perfectly in one 
year, without committing a fingle eran rule to 
memory, or without /poiling his hand by writing a fins 


gle verfion. 


Much more, in my opinion, might be faid in favour 
of teaching our young men to /peuak the Indian ian- 
guages of our country, than to /peak or write Latinw 
By their means, they might qualify themfelves to bea 
- €ome ambaffadors to our Indian nations, or introdece 
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among them a knowledge of the bleilings of civilization 


and religion. 
* 


We have lately feen a large portion of power 
wrefted from the hands of kings and priefts, and ex- 
ercifed by its lawful owners. Is it not high time to 
wreft the power over the education of our youth, out 
of the hands of ignorant or prejudiced {choolmafters, and 
piace it in the hands of men of more knowledge and 
experience in the affairs of the world? We talk much 
of our being an enlightened people; but I know not 
with what reafon, while we tolerate a fy{tem of educa- 
tion in our fchools, which is as difgraceful to the 
human underftanding as the moft corrupt tenets or 
practices of the pagan religion, or of the Turkifh go- 


vernment. 


With great refpect for your character, as well as for 
your prefent honourable and ufeful employment, I 


am, dear fir, 


Your friend and moft obedient fervant. 
BEN JAMIN RUSH. 
Philadelphia, Augup 24, 1791. 


THOUGHTS UEON THE AMUSEMENTS AND PUNISH. 
MENTS WHICH ARE PROPER FOR SCHOOLS. AD- 
DRESSED TO GEORGE CLYMER, ESQ. 
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DEAR SIR, 


i laft time I had the pleafure of being in 


your company, you did me the honour to re- 


- queft my opinion upon the AMUSEMENTS and PuntsH- 


MENTS which are proper for fchools The fubje&ts 
are of avery oppofite nature, but I fhall endeavour 
to comply with your wifhes, by fending you a few 
thoughts upon each of them. I am fure you will 
not reject my opinions becaufe they are contrary to 
received practices, for I know that you are accuf- 
tomed to think for yourfelf, and that every propo- 
fition that has for its objects the interefts of humanity 
and your country, will be treated by you with atten- 


tion and candor. 


I thall begin with the fubjects of AMUSEMENTS. 
Montefquieu informs us that the exercifes of the laft 
day of the life of Epaminondas, were the fame as his’ 


amufements in his youth. Herein we have an epi- 


‘tome of the perfection of education. The amufe- 


ments of Epaminondas were of a military nature ; 
but as the profeflion of arms is the bufinefs of only 


a imall part of mankind, and happily much lefs 
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neceflary in the United States than in ancient 
Greece, I would propofe that the amufements of our 
youth, at fchool, fhould confift of fuch exercifes as 
will be moft fubfervient to their future employments — 


inlife. TThefe are; 1. agriculture; 2. mechanica} 


occupations; and 3. the bufinefs of the learned pra- 


feffions. 


I. There is a variety inthe employments of agri- 
culture which: may readily be fuited to the genius, 
tafte, and ftrength of young people. An experiment 
has been made of the efficacy of thefe employments, 
as amufements, in the Methodift College at Abing- 
ton, in Maryland; and, I have been informed, with 
the happieft effects. A large lot is divided between 


the fcholars, and premiums are adjudged to thofe of 
‘them who produce the moft vegetables from their 


grounds, or who keep them in the beft order. 


II. As the employments of agriculture cannot af- 
ford amufement at all feafons of the year, or in cities 
I would propofe, that children fhould be allured to 
to feek amufements in fuch of the mechanical arts 
as are {ited to their ftrength and capacities. Where 
is the boy who does not delight inthe ufe of a ham- 
mer—a chiffel—or a faw ? and who has not enjoy- 
ed ahigh degree of pleafure in his youth, in con- 
ftruéting a miniature houfe ? How amufing are the 
machines which are employed in the manufactory of 


cloathing of all kinds ! and how full of various en- 
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tertainment are the mixtures which take place in the 
chemical arts |! each of thefe might be contrived upon 
fuch a f{cale, as not only to amufe young people, but 
to afford a profit to their parents or mafters. The 
Moravians, at Bethlehem in our ftate, have proved 
that this propofition is not a chimerical one. All the 
amuiements of their children are derived from their 
performing the fubordinate parts of feveral of the 
mechanical arts; and a confiderable portion of the 
wealth of that worthy and happy fociety is the pro- 
duct of the labour of their little hands.— 


If, in thefe amufements, an appeal fhould be 
made to that f{pirit of competition which is fo com- 
mon among young people, it would be the means of 
producing more pleafure to the children, and. more 
profit to all who are connected with them. The 
wealth of thofe manufacturing towns in England, 
which employ the children of poor people, is a proof 
of what might be expected from connefting amufe- 
ment and labour together, in all our fchools. The. 
product from the labour obtained in this way, from 
all the {chools inthe United States, would amount 


to a fum which would almoft exceed calculation. 


_ HL. To train the youth who are intended for the 
learned profeflions or for merchandize, to the duties 
of their future employments, by means of ufeful 
amufements, which are re/ated to thofe employments, 


will be impracticable; but their amufements may be 
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derived from cultivating a {pot of ground ; for where 
is the lawyer, the phyfician, the divine, or the mer- 
chant, who has not indulged or felt a paflion, in 


fome: part of his life, for rural improvements ?——In- 


deed I conceive the feeds of knowledge in agri- 


culture will be moft produ€tive, when they are 
planted in the minds of this clafs of fcholars. 


I have only to add under this head, that the com- 
mon amufements of children have no conneCtion 
with their future occupations. Many of them. injure 
their cloaths, fome of them wafte their ftrength, and 
impair their health, and all of them prove more or lefs, 
the means of producing noife, or of exciting angry 
paffions, both of which are calculated to beget vulgar 
manners. The Methodifts have wifely banifhed 
every fpecies of play from their college. Even the 
healthy and pleafurable exercife of fwimming, is not 
permitted to their {cholars, except in the prefence 
of one of their matters. 


Do not think me too ftrict if I here exclude 
gunning from among the amufements of young men. 


My objections to it are as follow. 


1 It hardens the heart, by infli€ting unneceflary 
pain and death upon animals. 


2- It is unneceflary in civilized fociety, where 
animal food may be obtained from demeftic animals, 
with greater facility. 
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3. It confumes a great deal of time, and thus 


-creates habits of idlenefs.: 


4. It frequently leads young “men into low, and 


bad company. 
5- By impofing long abftinence from food, it leads 


to intemperance in eating, which naturally leads to in- 


temperance in drinking. 


6. It expofes to fevers, and accidents. The news- 
papers are occafionally filled with melancholy accounts 
of the latter, and every phyfician muft have met with 
frequent and dangerous inftances of the former, in 


the courfe of his practice. 


I know the early ufe of a gun ig recommended in 
our country, to teach our young men the ufe of fire- 
arms, and thereby to prepare them for war and battle. 
But why fhould we infpire our youth, by fuch exer- 
cifes, with hoftile ideas towards their fellow crea- 


tures ?—Let us rather inftill into their minds fentt- 


ments of univerfal benevolenee to men of all nations ~ 


and colours. Wars originate in error and_ vice. 
Let us eradicate thefe, by proper modes of education, 
and wars will ceafe to be necefflary in our country. 
The divine author and lover of peace * will then 
«© fuffer no man to do us wrong; yea, he will re- 
“< prove kings for our fake, faying, touch not my 
<¢ anointed and do my people no harm.” Should 


the nations with whom war is a trade, approach our 
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coalts, they will retire from us, as Satan did from 
our Saviour, when he came toaflault him; and for 
the fame reafon, becaufe they will « find nothing in 
“us” congenial to their malignant difpofitions ; for the 
flames of war can be {pread from one nation to ano- 
ther, only by the conducting mediums of vice and 


error. 


I have hinted at the injury which is done to the 
health of young people by fome of their amufements; 
but there is a pra€tice common in all our {chools, 
which does more harm to their bodies than all the 
amufements that can be named, and that is, obliging 
them to fit too long in one place, or crowding too 
many of them together in one room. By means of the 
former, the growth and fhape of the body have been 
impaired ; and by means of the latter, the feeds of 
fevers have often been engendered in fchools. In the 
courfe of my birfinets, Ihave been called to many 
hundred children who have been feized with indifpo- 
fitions in fchool, which evidently arofe from the ac- 
tion of morbid effluvia, produced by the confined 
breath and perfpiration of too great a number of 
children in one'room. ‘lo obviate thefe evils, chil- 
dren fhould be permitted, after they have faid their 
leffons, to amufe themfelves in the open air, in fome 
of the ufeful and agreeable exercifes which have been 
mentioned. Their minds will be flrengthened, as 
well as their bodies relieved by them. ‘To oblige a 


fprightly boy to fit feven hours in a day, with his 


Ps 
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little arms pinioned to his fides,-and his neck unna- 
turally bent towards his book; and for 20 crime i— 
what cruelty and folly are manifefted, by fuch an ab- 
furd mode of inftru€ting or governing young peo- 


ple ! 


I come next to fay a few words upon the fub- 


jet of PUNISHMENTS which are proper in fchools. 


In barbarous ages every thing partook of the com- 
plexion of the times. Civil, ecclefiaftical, military, 
and domeftic punifhments were all of a cruel nature. 
With the progrefs of reafon and chriftianity, punifh- 
ments of all kinds have become lefs fevere. Soli- 
tude and labour are now fubftituted in many countries, 
with fuccefs, in the room of the whipping-poft and 
the gallows.—The innocent infirmities of human 
nature are no longer profcribed, and punifhed by the 
church. Difcipline, confifting in the vigilance of 
officers, has leflened the fuppofed neceflity of military 
executions 3 and hufbands—fathers—and matters now 
blufh at the hiftory of the times, when wives, chil. 
dren, and fervants, were governed only by force. But 
unfortunately this fpirit of humanity and civilization 
has not reached our f{chools. The rod is yet the 
principal inftrument of governing them, and a fchool- 
mafter remains. the only defpot now known in free 
countries. Perhaps it is becaufe the little fubjects of 
their arbitrary and capricious power have not been 
in a condition to complain. I fhall endeavour there- 
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fore to plead their caufe, and to prove that corpo- | 
ral punifhments (except to children under four or 
five years of age) are never neceflary, and always 
hurtful, in fchools—The following arguments T hope 
will be fufficient to eftablifh this propofition. 


1. Children are feldom fent to fchool before they 
are capable of feeling the force of rational or moral 
obligation. They may therefore be deterred from 
committing offences, by motives lefs difgraceful 


than the fear of corporal punifhments. 


2. By correting children for ignorance and negli- 
gence in fchool, their ideas of improper and immoral 
actions are confounded, and hence the moral ‘faculty 
becomes weakened in after life. It would not be 
more cruel or abfurd to inflict the punifhment of the 
whipping-poft upon a man, for not drefling fafhionably 
or neatly, than it is to ferule a boy for platting his 
copy bock, or mif-fpelling a word. 


3. Ifthe natural affection of a parent is fometimes 
infufficient, to reftrain the violent effects of a fudden 
gut of anger upon a child, how dangerous muft the 
power of correcting children be when lodged in the 
hands of a {chool-mafter, in whofe anger there is no 
mixture of parental affe€tion! Perhaps thofe parents 
act moft wifely, who never truft themfelves to infli& 
corporal punifhments upon their children, after they 


are four or five years old, but endeavour to punifh, and 
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reclaim them, by confinement, or by abridging them 
of fome of their ufual gratifications, in drefs, food or 


amufements. 


4. Injuries are fometimes done to the bodies, 
and fometimes to the intelle€ts of children, by cor- 
poral punifhments. I recollect, when a boy, to have | 
loft a fchool-mate, who was faid to have died in 
confequence of a fevere whipping he received in fchool. 
At that time I did not believe it poflible, but from 
what I now know of the difproportion between the vio- 
lent emotions of the mind, and the ftrength of the body 
in children, I am difpofed to believe, that not only 
ficknefs, but that even death may be induced, by the 
convulfions of a youthful mind, worked up to a high 


fenfe of fhame and refentment. 


The effets of thumping the head, boxing the ears, 
and pulling the hair, in impairing the intellects, by 
means of injuries done to the brain, are too obvious 


to be mentioned. 


5. Where there is fhame, fays Dr. Johnfon, there — 
may be virtue. But corporal punifhments, inflicted at 
{chool, have a tendency to deftroy the fenfe of fhame, 
and thereby to deftroy all moral fenfibility. The boy 
that has been often publicly whipped at fchool, is 
under great obligations to his maker, and his parents, 
if he afterwards efcape the whipping-poft or the gale 
lows. 


K 
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6. Corporal punifhments, inflicted at {chool, tend 
to beget a fpirit of violence in boys towards each other, 
which often follows them through life ; but they more 
certainly beget a fpirit of hatred, or revenge, towards 
their mafters, which too often becomes a ferment of 
the fame baneful pailions towards other people. 
The celebrated Dr. afterwards Baron Haller declared, 
that he never faw, without horror, during the remain- 
ing part of his life, a fchool-mafter, who had treat- 
ed him with unmerited feverity, when he was only ten 
yearsold. A fimilar anecdote is related of the famous 
M. de Condamine. I think I have ‘known feveral 
inftances of this vindictive, or indignant fpirit, to 
continue towards a cruel and tyrannical {chool-mafter, 
in perfons who were advanced in life, and who were 


otherwife of gentle and forgiving difpofitions. 


7, Corporal punifhments, inflicted at {chools, beget 
a hatred to inftruction in young people. I have fome- 
times fufpeted that the Devil, who knows how great 
an enemy knowledge is to his kingdom, has had the 
addrefs to make the world believe that ferruling, pulling 
and boxing harsh cudgelling, horfing, &c. and, in boarding- 
{chools, a /itle flarving, are all abfolutely neceffary 
for the government of young people, on purpofe 
that he might make both f{chools, and fchool-mafters 
odious, and thereby keep our world in ignorance; for 
ignorance 1s the befit means the Devil ever contrived, 


to keep up the number of his fubjeéts in our world. 
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8. Corporal punifhments are not only hurtful, but 
altogether unneceflary, in {chools. Some of the moft 
celebrated and fuccesful {chool-mafters, that I have 


known, never made ufe of them. 


9. The fear of corporal punifhments, by debilitating 
the body, produces a correfponding debility in the 
mind, which contracts its capacity of acquiring know- 
ledge. ‘This capacity is enlarged by the tone which 
the mind acquires from the action of hope, love, and 
confidence upon it; and all thefe paffions might eafi- 
ly be cherifhed, by a prudent and enlightened f{chool- 


matter. 


to. As there fhould always be a certain ratio be- 
tween the ftrength of a remedy, and the excitability of 
the body in difeafes, fo there fhould be a fimilar ratio 
between the force employed in the government of a 
fchool, and the capacites and tempers of children. 
A kind rebuke, like frefh air in a fainting fit, is calcu- 
Jated to at upon a young mind with more effect, than 
ftimulants of the greateft power; but corporal punifh- 
ments level all capacities and tempers, as quack-me- 
dicines. do, all conftitutions and difeafes. They 
difhonour and degrade our fpecies; for they fuppofe a 
total abfence of all moral and intellectual feeling from — 
the mind. Have we not often feen dull children fud- 
denly improve, by changing their fchools? The 
reafon is obvious. ‘The fuccesful teacher only 
accommodated his manner and difcipline to the 


capacities of his {cholars, 
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11. I conceive corporal punifhments, inflicted in 
an arbitrary manner, to be contrary to the fpirit of 
liberty, and that they fhould not be tolerated in a free 
government. Why fhould not children be protected 
from violence and injuries, as well as white and black 


fervants ?—Had I influence enough in our legiflature 


to obtain only a fingle law, it fhould be to make the 
punithment for ftriking a {chocl boy, the fame as for 


aflaulting and beating an adult member of fociety. 


To all thefe arguments I know fome well difpofed 
people will reply, that the red has received a divine 


commiffion from the facred Scriptures, as the inftru-. 


ment of correcting children. To this I anfwer that 
the rod, in the Old Teftament, by a very common figure 
in Rhetoric, ftands for punifhments of amy kind, juft 


as the fword, in the New Teftament, ftands for the 


faithful and general adminiftration of juftice, in fuch 
a way as is moft calculated to reform criminals, and 


. to prevent crimes 


The following method of governing a fchool, I 


apprehend, would be attended with much better ef- 





fe€ts, than that which I have Seb ea conned to fhew to 
be contrary to reafon, humanity, religion, liberty, and 
the experience of the wifeft and beft teachers in the 


world. 


Let a fchool-mafter endeavour, in the firft place, to 
acquire the confidence of his {cholars, by a prudent 
deportment.. Let him learn to command his paflians 
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and temper, at. all times, in his fchool,—Let him treat 
the name of the Supreme Being with reverence, as 
often as it occurs in books, or in converfation with 
his {fcholars.—Let him exact a refpectful behaviour 
towards himfelf, in his fchool; but in the intervals of 
{chool hours, let him treat his {cholars with gentlenefs 
and familiarity. If he fhould even join in their amufe- 
ments, he would not loofe, by his condefcenfion, any 
part of his authority over them. But to fecure their 
affection and refpect more perfetly, let him, once or 
twice a year, lay out a {mall fum of money in pen- 
knives, and books, and diftribute them among his fcho- 
lars, as rewards for proficiency in learning, and for 
good behaviour. If thefe prudent and popular meafures 
fhould fail of preventing offences at fchool, then let 


the following modes of punifhment be adopted. 


-1. Private admonition. By this mode of rebuking, 
we imitate the conduct of the divine Being towards his 
offending creatures, for his firf punithment is always 
inflicted privately, by means of the /fi/l voice of con- 





{cience. 


2. Confinement after fchool-hours are ended; but 


with the knowledge of the parents of the children. 


3. Holding a fmall fign of difgrace, of any kind, in 
the middle of the floor, in the prefence of a whole 
{chool. 
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If thefe punifhments fail of reclaiming a bad boy, he 
fhould be difmiffed from fchool, to prevent his cor- 
rupting his fchool-mates. It is the bufinefs of parents, 
and not of {chool-mafters, to ufe the laft means for 
eradicating idlenefs and vice from their children. 


_ The world was created in love. It is fuftained by 
love. Nations and families that are happy, are made 
fo only by love. Let us extend this divine principle, 
to thofe little communities which we call {chools. 
Children are capable of loving in a high degree. They 
may therefore be governed by love. 


The occupation of a fchool-mafter is truly dignified. 
He is, next to mothers, the moft important member of 
civil fociety. Why then is there fo little rank con-— 
nected with that occupation? Why do we treat it 
with fo much neglect or contempt? It is becaufe the 
voice of reafon, in the human heart, affociates with it 
the idea of defpotifm and violence. Let fchool-mafters 
ceafe to be tyrants, and they will foon enjoy the refpect 


and rank, which are naturally connected with their 





We are grofly miftaken in looking up wholiy to our 
_ governments, and even to minifters of the gofpel, to pro- 
mote public and private order in fociety. Mothers and 
| fchool-mafters plant the feeds of nearly all the good 
| and evil which éxift in‘our world. > Its reformation 
muft therefore be begun in nurferies and in fchools. 


Ifthe habits we acquire there, were to have no influence 
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upon our future happinefs, yet the influence they have 
upon our governments, is a fufficient reafon why we 
ought to introduce new modes, as well as new objects 
of education into our country. 


You have lately been employed in an attempt to 
perpetuate our exiftence as a free people, by eftablith- 
ing the means of national credit and defence; * but 
thefe are feeble bulwarks againft flavery, compared 
with habits of labour and virtue,’ difleminated among 
our young people. Let us eftablifh fchools for this 
purpofe, in every townfhip:in the United States, and 
conform them to reafon, humanity, and the prefent 
ftate of fociety in America. Then, Sir, will the 
generations who are to follow us, realize the precious 
ideas of the dignity and excellence of republican forms 
of government, which I well recollect you cherifhed 
with fo much ardor, in the beginning of the American 
revolution, and which you have manifefted ever fince, 


both by your public and private conduct. 


We fuffer fo much from trad itional error of various 
kinds, in education, morals, and government, that I 
have been led to with, that it were poflible for us to 
have fchools eftablifhed, in the United States, for 
teaching the art of forgetting. I think three-fourths of 


all our {chool-mafters, divines, and legiflators would 


_* Mr. Clymer was one of the Reprefentatives of Pennfylvania, in the 
firft Congrefs of the United States which met in New York, im the 
year 1789, 
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\.profit very much, by fpending two or three years in 
fuch ufeful inftitutions. 


An apology may feem neceffary, not only for the 
length of this letter, but for fome of the opinions 
contained in it. I know how apt mankind are to 
brand every propofition for innovation, as vifionary 
and Utopian. But good men fhould not be difcouraged, 
by fuch epithets, from their attempts to combat vice 
and error. There never was an improvement, in any 
art or {cience, nor even a propofal for meliorating the 
condition of man, in any age or country, that has not 
been confidered in the light of what has been called, 
fince Sir. Thomas More’s time, an Uvsopian fcheme. 
The application of the magnet to navigation, and of 
fteam to mechanical purpofes, have both been branded 
as Utopian projets. The great idea in the mind of 
Columbus, of exploring a new world, was long viewed, 
in moft of the courts of Europe, as the dream of a 
vifionary failor. But why do we go to ancient times, 
for proofs of important innovations in human. affairs 
having been treated as Utopian fchemes. You and 
IT recollect the time, when the abolition of negro flavery 
in our ftate, as alfo when the independence of the 
United States, and the prefent wife and happy confed- 
eracy of our republics, were all confidered by many of 
our fober prudent men, as fubjeéts of an Utopian 


nature. : 


“a 
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Lf thofe benefactors of mankind, who have levelled 
mountains in the great road of human. life, by the 
difcoveries or labours which have beén mentioned, 
have beeen ftigmatized with obloquy, as vilionary 
_ projectors, why fhould an individual be afraid of 
fimilar treatment, who has only attempted to give to 
that réad, from its beginning, 4 ftraight direCtion, 

If but a dozen mien like yourfelf, approve of my 
opinions, it will overbalance the moft. illiberal ‘oppofi- 
tion they may meet with, from all the learned vulgar 
of the United States. 


For the benefit of thofe perforis who confider opinions 
as improved, like eertain liquors, by time; and whd 
are oppofed to innovations, only becaufe they did not 
occur to their anceftors, I thall conclude my letter with 
an anécdote of a minifter in London, who, after em- 
ploying a long fermon, in controverting what he 
fuppofed to be an heretical opinion, concluded it with 
the following words, I tell you, I tell you iny bre- 
« thren,—I tell you again;—that an old error is better 


é¢ than a newtruth.” vm 
With great regard I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your’s fincerely; 
3 BENJAMIN RUSH: 
Philadelphia, Auguft 20th; i790. 


I; 
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P. S.° Since writing the above letter, an ingenious 
German friend of-mine has informed me, that a curious 
work has lately appeared in Germany, entitled, «‘ A 
«« treatife on human mifery,” written by a Mr. Salze' 
man, an enlightened fchool-mafter, in which a ftriking 
view is given of the mifery inflicted upon part of the 
human race, by the prefent abfurd, and cruel modes of 
conduéting education in public fchools. The author 
donelades this patt of his work, my friend informs me, 


with a dream, in which he beholds with ineffabie joy, 


the avenging angel defcending from heaven, and after- 


wards confuming in an immenfe bonfire, certain abfurd 


fchool-books, and af the ferrules in. the world. 
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‘THOUGHTS UPON FEMALE EDUCATION, ACCOMMODAT- 
ED TO THE PRESENT STATE OF SOCIETY, MANNERS, 
AND GOVERNMENT, IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. ADDRESSED TO THE VISITORS OF. THE 
YOUNG LADIES’ ACADEMY IN PHILADELPHIA, 28th 

“jury, 1787, AT THE CLOSE OF THE QUARTERLY 
EXAMINATION, AND AFTERWARDS PUBLISHED AT 
THE REQUEST OF THE VISITORS. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HAVE yielded with diffidence to the folicita- 

. tions: of the Principal of the Academy, in 

undertaking to exprefs my regard for the profperity of 

this feminary of learning, by fubmitting to your candor, 
afew Thoughts upon Female Education. 


The firft remark that I fhall make upon this fubje@, 
is, that female education fhould be accommodated to the 
{tate of fociety, manners, and government of the coun- 


try, in which it is conducted. 


This remark leads me at once to add,,that the educati- 
on of young ladies, in this country, fhould be conduéted 
upon principles very different from what it is in Great 
Britain, and in fome refpects, different from what it was 


when we were part of a monarchical empire. 


There are feveral circumftances in the fituation, em- 
ployments, and duties of women in America, which 


require a peculiar mode of education. 


Ca 


eel 
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I. The early marriages of our women, by contracting 
the time allowed for education, renders it neceflary to, 
contraét its plan, and to confine it chiefly to the more 
ufetul branches of literature. | 
II. The ftate of property in America, renders it 
neceflary for the greateft part of our citizens fo employ 
themfelves, in different occupations, for the advance- 
ment of their fortunes. This cannot be done without 
the afliftance of the female members of the community. 
They muft be the ftewards, and guardians of their 
hufbands’ property. ‘That education, therefore, will 
be moft proper for our women, which teaches them to 
difcharge the duties of thofe offices with the moft 
fuccefs and reputation. 


Ill. From the numerous avocations from their 


families, to. which profeffional life expofes gentlemen 


in America, a principal fhare of the inftru€tion of © 
‘ € 4 ws ; 


children naturally devolves upon the women. It be- 
comes us therefore to prepare them by a fuitable 
education » for the difcharge of this mott i ba portant duty 


| of mothers. 


ett 


IV. The equal fhare that every citizen has in the 
liberty, and the poflible fhare he may have in the 
government of our country, make it neceflary that our 


ladies fhould be qualified toa certain degree by a pecu- 
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liar and fuitable edueation, to concur in inftruCting 


their fons in the principles of liberty and government. 


V. In Great Britain the bufinefs. of fervants is a 
regular occupation ; but in America this humble ftation 
is the ufual retreat of unexpected indigence; hence 
the fervants in this country poflefs lefs knowledge and 
fubordination than are required from them; and hence, 
our ladies are obliged to attend more to the private af- 
fairs of their fantilies, than ladies generally do, of the 
fame rank in Great Britain, «They are good fervants,” 
faid an American lady of diftinguifhed merit, * in a 
letter to a favorite daughter, § ‘¢ who will do well with 
«© good looking after.” This circumftance fhould 
have great influence upon the nature and extent of 


female education in America. 


2 The branches of literature moft effential for a young 


_ Jady in this county appear to be, 


I. A knowledge of the Englith language. She 
fhould not only read, but {peak and fpell it correétly. 
And to enable her to arichis, fhe fhould be taught 
the Englith grammar, and be frequently examined in 


applying its rules in common converfation. 


II. Pleafure and ‘intereft confpire to make the 
writing of a fair and legible hand, a neceflary branch of 
a lady’s education. For this purpofe fhe fhould be 


* Mrs. Greme. 


§ Mrs. Elizabeth Fergufon. 
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taught not only. to fhape every letter properly, but te 
pay the ftricteft regard to points and capitals.* 


- 


I once heard of a man who profeffed to difcover 
the temper and difpofition of perfons by looking at 
their hand writing, Without enquiring into the pro- 
bability of this ftory; I fhall only remark, that there 
is one thing in which all mankind agree upon this 
fubje&t, and that is, in confidering writing that is blot- 
ted, crooked, or illegible, as a mark of vulgar educa- 
tion. Iknow of few things more rude or illiberal, 
than to obtrude a letter upon a perfon of rank or bufi- 
nefs, which cannot be eafily read.! Peculiar care 
fhould be taken to avoid every kind of ambiguity and 
affectation in writing zames. Ihave now a letter in my 
pofleffion upon bufinefs, from a gentleman of a liberal 
profeffion in a neighbouring ftate, which I am unable 
to anfwet, becaufe I cannot difcover the name which is 


fubfcribed to it. + For obvious reafons I would recom- 


* The arefent mode of writing among’ perfons of tafte is to ufe a ea- 
pital letter only for the firft word of a fentence, and for names of perfons, 
places and months, and for the firft word of every line in poetry. The 
words frould be fo fhaped that a ftraight line may be drawn between two 


Hines, ‘without touching the extremities of the words in either of them. 


+ Dr. Franklin received many letters while he was jn France during 


the American war, from perfons who wifhed to migrateto America, and 


who appeared to poffefs knowledge and talents that would have been ufes » 


ful to his country, buttheir names were fubfcribed to their letters in fa 
artificial and affeted a manner, that he was unable to deeypher them, and: 


ef courfe, did not anfwer them. 
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wiend the writing of the firft or chriftian name at full 


length, where it does not confift of more than two 


fyllables. Abbreviations of all kind in letter writing, 
which always denote either hafte or carleffnefs, fhould 
likewife be avoided. I have only to add under this 
head that the Italian and inverted hands which are read 
with difficulty, are by no means accommodated to the 
active ftate of bufinefs in America, or to the fimplici+ 


ty of the citizens of a republic. 


TIT. Some knowledge of figures. and book-keeping 
is abfolutely neceflary to qualify a young lady for the 
duties which await her «in this country. There. are 


certain occupations in which fhe may affift her hufband 


with this knowledge ; and fhould fhe furvive him, and 


agreeably to the cuftom of our country be the execu- 
trix of his will, fhe cannot. fail of deriving immenfe 


aevanid de from it. 


Iv. an acquaintance with geography and foie 1 in= 
ftruétion® in chronology will enable a young lady to 
read hiftory, biography, and travéls, with advantage 3 
and thereby qualify her tiot only for a general inter- 


éourfe with the world, but to be an agreeable com- 


panion for a fenfible man. To thefe branches of 
knowledge may be added, in fonie inftances, a general 
_ Acquaintance with the firft principles of aftronomy 
natural philofophy and chemilftry, particularly, with fuch 
parts of them as are calculated to prevent fuperftition, 


by explaining the caufes, or cbviating the effects of 
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of natural evil, and fuch, as are capable of being aps 


plied to domeitic, and culinary purpofes. 


Vv. Vocal mufic thould never be neglected; in the 
education ofa young ‘lady, in this country. Befides 


preparing her to joinin that part of public worfhip 


which confifts in plaltody, it will enable her to foothe 


the cares of domeftic life. The diftrefs and vexation 
of a hufband—the noile of a nurfey, and, even, the 
the forrows that will fometimes intrude into her own 
bofom, may all be relieved ‘by a-fong, where found and 
fentiment unite to a& upon the mind. I hope. it 
will not be thought foreign to this part of our fubjeck. 
to‘introduce a fat here which has been fuggefted to 
me by my profeflion, and that is, that the exercife of 
the organs of the breaft, by finging, contributes very 
much to defetid them from thofe difeafes to which our 
climate; and other caufes, have of late expofed them.— 
Our German fellow citizens are feldom afflicted with 


confumptions, nor have I ever known but one inftance 


of {pitting of blood among them. This, I believe, is 


in part occafioned by-the ftrength which their lungs 
acquire, by exercifing them frequently in vocal mufic, 
for this conftitutes an efferitial branch of their educati- 
on. The roule c-malter of our academyt has furnifhed 
me with an obfery ation {till more in favour of this 
opinion. He informed me .that he -had known 
feveral inftances of perfons who. were ftrongly dif- 
pofed to the confumption, who were reftored, to healthy 
by the moderate exercile of their lungs i in finging: - 
$ Mr. Adgate. 
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Vi. Dancrne is by no means an improper branch 
of education for an American lady, It promotes 
health, and. renders the figure and motions of the body 
eafy and agreeable. I anticipate the time when the 
refources of converfation fhall be fo far multiplied, 


that the amufement of dancing fhall be wholly con-., 


fined to children. But in our prefent ftate of focitty 
and knowledge, I conceive it.to be an agreeable fub- 
ftitute for the ignoble pleafures of drinking, and 
gaming, in our aflemblies of grown people. 


VII. The attention of our young ladies fhould be 
direGted, as foon as they are prepared for it, to the 


reading of hiftory—travels—poetry—and moral. eflays. 


Thefe ftudies are accommodated, in a peculiar manner, 


to the prefent ftate of fociety in America, and when. 
arelifh is excited for them, in early life, they fubdue ~ 


that paflion for reading novels, which fo generally 
prevails among the fair fex. I cannot difmifs,this {pe- 
cies of writing and reading without obferving, that 
the fubjects of novels are by no means accommodated, 


to our prefent manners. They hold up “if, it is true, 


but it is not as yet life in America. Our. paflions 
have not as yet * overftepped the modefty of nature.” 
nor are they torn to tatters,” to ufe the expreffions 
of the poet, by extravagant love, jealoufy, ambition, 
or revenge. As yet the intrigues of a Britifh novel, 


are as foreign to our manners, as the refinements of 
Afiatic vice. Let it not be faid, that the tales of dif 


* 


M 
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trefs, which fill modern novels, have a tendency to’ 
foftén the female heart into ats of humanity. The 
fa& is the reverfe of this. The abortive fympathy 
which is excited by the recital of imaginary diftrefs, 
blunts the ‘heart to that which i is real ; ; and, hence, we 
fometimes fee inftances of young ladies, who weep 
away a whole forenoon over the criminal forrows of a 
fictitious Charlotte or Werter, turning with difdain 
at three’ o'clock from the fight of a beggar, who fo- 
licits in feeble accents or figns, a fmall portion only of 
the crumbs which fall from their fathers’ tables. 


WIII. It will be neceflary to connect all thefe 
branches of education with regular inftru€tion in the 
chriftian religion. For this purpofe the principles of 
the different fects of chriftians fhould be taught and 
explained, and our pupils fhould early be furnifhed 
with fome of the moft fimple arguments in favour of 
the truth of chriftianity*. A portion of the bible 
(of Iate improperly banifhed from our fehools)fhould 
be read by them every day, and fuch queftions fhould 
be afked, after reading it as are calculated to imprint 
upon their ‘minds the interefting ftories contained in 
ore ” 

Rouffeau has afferted that the great fecret of edu- 
cation confifts in “ wafting the time of children pro- 

* Baron Haller’s letters to his daughter on the truths of the chriftiar 
religion, and Dr. Beatie’s *¢ evidences..of the chriftian religion briefly 


* and plainly ftated *’ are excellent little tracts, and well adapted for this 
yurpofe. 
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fitably.” ‘There isfome truth in this obfervation. [ 
believe that we often impair their health, and weaken 
their capcities, by impofing ftudies upon them, which 
are not proportioned to their years. But this objec- 
tion does not apply: to religious inftruction. There 
are certain fimple propofitions in the chriftian religion, 
which are fuited in a peculiar manner, to the infant 
ftate of reafon and moral fenfibility. A clergyman 
of long experience in the inftruction of youth + in- 
formed me, that he always found children acquired 
religious knowledge more eafily than knowledge upon 
other fubjedts ; and that young girls acquired this kind 
of knowledge more readily than boys. The female 
breaft is the natural foil of chriftianity ; and while 
our women are taught to believe its doctrines, and obey 
its precepts, the wit of Voltaire, and the flile of Boling- 
broke, will never be able to deftroy its influence upon 


our citizens. 


I cannot help remarking in this place, that chrif- 
tianity exerts the moft friendly influence upon {cience, 
as well as upon the morals and manners of mankind. 
Whether this be occafioned by the unity of truth, 
and the mutual affiftance which truths upon different 
fubjects afford each other, or whether the faculties of 
_ the mind be fharpened and correCied by embracing 
the truths of revelation, and thereby prepared to in- 
veftigate and perceive truths upon other fubjedis, I 


+ The Rev. Mr. Nrenoras Corrin, minifter of the Swedith church 


an Wicocoe. 


‘ 
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will not détermine, but I believe that the greateft 
difcoveries in fcience have .been made by chriftian 
philofophers, and that there is the moft knowledge in 
thofe countries where there is the moft chriftianity.* 
If this remark be well founded, then thofe philofophers 
who reject chriftianity, and thofe chriftians, whether 
parents or {chool-mafters, who negle@ the religious - 
inftruétion of their children and pupils, rejeé? and nee 
gle? the moft effectual means of promoting know- 


ledge in our country. 


IX. If the meafures that have been recommended 
for infpiring our pupils with a fenfe of religious and 
moral obligation be adopted, the government of them 
will be eafy and agreeable. I fhall only remark under 
this head, that frrietne/s of difcipline will always render 
feverity unneceflary, and that there will be the moft 
inftruction in that fchool, where there is the moft 


order. . 


I have faid nothing in favour of inftrumental mufie 


asa branch of female education, becaufe I conceive 


'* This is true in a peculiar manner in the fcience of medecine. A 
yourg Scotch phyfician ef enterprizing talents, who conceived a high idea 
of the flate of medecine inthe eaftern countries, {pent two years in enqui- 
ries after medical knowledge in Conftantinople, and Grand Cairo. On 
his return to Britain he confeffed to an American phyfician whom he met 
at Naples, that after all his refearches and travels, he “* had difcovered 
#6 nothing except a fingle fact relative tothe plague, that he thought 
<¢ worth remembering or communicating.” ‘The fcience of medecine ia 
China according to theaccounts of De Halde is in as imperfect a ftate as 


among the Indians of North America. 


/ 
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it is by no means accommodated to the prefent flate 
of fociety and manners in America. The price of 
‘mufical inftruments, and the extravagant fees de- 
manded by the teachers of inftrumental mutic, form 
but a {mall part of my objections to it. 


To perform well, upon a mufical inftrument, re- 
quires much time and long pradtice. From two to four 
hours in a day, for three or four years appropriated 
to mufic, are an immenfe deduction from that thort 
_ period of time which is allowed by the peculiar circum- 
{tances of our country for the acquifition of the ufeful 
branches of literature that have been mentioned. How 
many ufeful ideas might be picked up in thefe hours 
from hiftory, philofophy, poetry, and the numerous 
moral efflays with which our language abounds, and 
how much more would the knowledge acquired upon 
thefe fubjects add to the confequence of a lady, with 
her hufband and with fociety, than the beft performed 
pieces of mufic upon a harpficord or a guittar! Of the 
many ladies whom we have known, who have fpent 
the moft important years of their lives, in learning to 


play upon inftruments of mufic, how few of them do- 


we fee amufe themfelves or their friends with them, 
after they become miftrefles of families! Their harp- 
fichords ferve only as fide-boards for their parlours, 
and prove by their filence, that neceflity and circum- 
ftances, will ‘always prevail over fafhion, and falfe 


maxims of education. 
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Let it not be fuppofed from thefe obfervations that 
I am infenfible of the charms of inftrumental mufic, 
or that I with to exclude it from the education of a 
lady where a mufical ear irrefiftably difpofes to it, and 
affluence at the fame time affords a profpect of fuch 
an exemption from the ufual cares and duties of the 
miftrefs of a family, as will enable her to pradtife it. 
‘Thefe circumftances form an exception to the general 
conduct that fhould arife upon this fubject, from the 


prefent ftate of fociety and manners in Ameria. 


It is agreeable to obferve how differently modern 
writers, and the infpired author of the Proverbs, 


defcribe a fine woman. The former confine their — 


praifes chiefly to perfonal charms, and ornamental ac- 
complifhments, while the latter celebrates only the vir- 
tues of a valuable miftrefs of a family, and a ufeful 
member of fociety. The one is perfectly acquainted 
with all the fafhionable languages of Europe; the 
other, ‘ opens her mouth with wifdom” and is per- 
fe&tly acquainted with all the ufes of the needle, the 
diftaff, and the loom. The bufinefs of the. one, 
is pleafure; the pleafure of the other, is bufinefs. 
Lhe one is admired abroad; ; the ‘other is honoured 
and beloved at home. « Her children arife up and 
«‘ call her bleffed, her hufband alfo, and he praifeth her.” 
There is no fame in the world equal to this; nor is 
there a note in mufic half fo delightful, as the refpect- 
ful language aes which a grateful fon or daughter 
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perpetuates the memory of a fenfible and affeCtionate 
mother. 


It fhould not furprize us that Britith cuftoms, with 
refpect to female education, have been tranfplanted 
into our American fchools and families. We fee marks 
of the fame incongruity, of time and place, in many 
other things. We behold our houfes accomodated to 
the climate of Great Britain, by eaftern and weftern 
direétions. We. behold our ladies panting in a heat 
of ninety degrees, under a hat and cuthion, which were. 
calculated for the temperature of a Britifh fummer. 
We behold our citizens condemned and punifhed by 
a criminal law, which was copied froma country, 
where maturity in corruption renders public executions | 
a part of the amufements of the nation. It is high 
time to awake from this fervility—to ftudy our own 
charaéter—to examine the age of our country—and 
to adopt manners in every thing, that fhall be accomo- 
dated to our ftate of fociety, and to the forms of our 
government. In particular it is incumbent upon us to 
make ornamental accomplifhments yield to principles 


and knowledge, in the education of our women. 


A philofopher once faid « let me make all the bu- 
‘© lads of a country and I care not who makes its laws.” 
He might with more propriety have faid, let the ladies 
of a country be educated properly, and they will 
not only make and adminifter its laws, but form its 
manners and character. It would require a lively 
imaginaiton to-defcribe, or even to comprehend, the 
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happinefs of a country, where knowledge and virtue, 
were generally diffufled among the female fex. Our 
young men would then be reftrained from vice by the 


terror of being banifhed from their company. The 


loud laugh,’ and the malignant {mile, at the expence 
of innocence, or of perfonal infirmities—the feats of 
-fuccefsful mimickry—and the low priced wit, which 
is borrowed from a mifapplication of fcripture phrafes, 


would no more be confidered as recommendations 
to the fociety of the ladies. A double entendre in 
their prefence, would then exclude a centleman forever 
from the company of both fexes, and probably oblige 
him to feek an afylum from contempt, in a foreign 


country. The influence of female education would 


be ftill more extenfive and ufeful in domeftic life. 


The obligations of gentlemen to qualify themfelves 


by knowledge and induftry to difcharge the duties — 


of benevolence, would be encreafed by marriage ; _ and 


the patriot—the hero—and the legiflator, would find 


“ ghe fweeteft reward of their toils, in the approba- 


tion and applaufe of their wives. Children would dif- 
cover the marks of maternal prudence and wifdom 
in every ftation of life ; for it has been remarked that 
there have been few great or good men who have not 
been blefled with wife and prudent mothers. Cyrus 


_ ‘was taught to revere the gods, by his mother Mandane 


——Samuel was devoted to his prophetic office before he 


_ was born, by his mother Hannah—+Conftantine was 
, refcued from paganiim by his mother Conftantia—and 
| Edward the fixth. inherited thofe great and excellent 


~ 
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qualities which made him the delight of the age in 
which he lived, from his mother, lady Jane Seymour. 
Many other inftances might be mentioned, if neceflary, 
from ancient and modern hiftory, to eftablifh the 


truth of this propofition. 


I ani not erithufiaftical upon the fubjeét of educati- 
on. In the ordinary courfe of human airs, we fhalt 
probably too foon follow the footfteps of the nations 
of Europe in manners and vices. The firft marks we 
fhall perceive of our declenfion, will appear among 
our women. Their idlenefs, ignorance, and profli- 
gacy will be the harbirigers of our ruin. Then will 
the character and performance of a buffoon on the 
theatre, be the fubjecét of miore converfation and praifes 
than the patriot or the minifter of the gofpel ;—then 
will our language and ‘pronunciation be enfeebled and 
corrupted by a flood of French and Italian words ;—then 
will the hiftory of romantic amours, be preferred to the 
pure and immortal writings of Addifon, Hawkefworth 
and Johnfon ;—then will our churches be neglected, 
and the name. of the fupreme being never be 
called upon, but in profane exclamation ,—-then will 
our Sundays be appropriated, only to feafts and 
concerts ?—and then will -begin all that train of 
domeftic and political calamities -But, I forbear. 





The profpe€t is fo painful, that I cannot help, fir 

lently, imploring the great atbiter of human, af- 

\ fairs, to interpofe his almighty gocdnefs, and to de= 
, N 
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liver us from thefe evils, that, at leaft one fpot 
of the earth may be referved as a monument of the 
effe&ts of good education, in order to fhew in fome 
degree, what our fpecies was, before the fall, and what 


it fhall be, after its reftoration. 


Thus, gentlemen, have 1 brieflly finifhed what I 
propofed. If I am wrong in thofe opinions in which 
I have taken the liberty of departing from general and 
fafhonable habits of thinking, Iam fure you will dif- 
cover, and pardon my miftakes. But if I am right, I 
am. equally fure you will adopt my opisions;. for to 
enlightened minds truth. 1s alike acceptable, whether 
it comes from the lips of age, or the hand of antiquity, 
or whether it be obtruded by a perfon, who has no’ 
other'claim to attention, than a defire of adding to the 


ftock of human happinefs 


T cannot difmifs the fubje of female education 
without remarking, that the city of Philadelphia firft 
faw a number of gentlemen affociated for the purpofe 
of dire€ting the education of young ladies. By means: 


of this plan, the power of teachers is regulated and 


reftrained, and the objects of education are extended. 


| By the feparation of the fexes in the unformed flate: 


of their manners, female delicacy is cherifhed and 
preferved. Here the young ladies may enjoy all the 
literary advantages of a boarding-fchool, and at the 
fame time liye under the prote€tion of their pa- 


\ 
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rvents*.. Here emulation — may be excited . without 
jealoufy,—ambition without envy,—and | competition 
without flrife. The attempt to. eftablithi’ this: new 
mode of education for young ladies, was an ‘experi- 
ment, and’the fuccefs of it hath anfwered our exe 
pectations: . Too much praife cannot ‘be'given “to 
our principal { and his’ affiftants, for the abilities and 
fidelity with which they have carried the’ plan into 
execution. | The proficiency which the young ladies 
have difcovered i in reading—writing—fpelling—-arith- 
imetic—giammar—geography—mufic—and their’ dif- 
ferent catechifims, fince the laft examination, is a “ef 
equivocal mark of the merit of our teachers,” thar 
any ‘thing Pam’ able to exprefs 1 in their favour. 


But the ge rareniua of the academy ete be fafpended 
till the public are convinced, by the future conduc 
and character of our pupils, of the advantages ofthe 
inftitution. To you, therefore, Younc Lapzgs, .an 
important problem is committed for folution ; and that 
is, whether our prefent plan of education be a wife one, 
and whether it be calculated to prepare you for the 
duties of focial and domeftic life. 1 know that the ele- 


vation of the female mind, by means of moral, 


* ¢¢ Unnatural confinement makes 42 young woman embrace with avi- 
<¢ dity every pleafure when fhe is fet free. To. relifh domeftic life, one 
«© mutt be acquainted with it; for jt isin the houfe of her parents a young 
“¢ woman acquires the relifh.” Lord Kaims’s thougats upon education, 
and the culture of the heart. 


ft Andrew Brown. 
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phyfical and religious truth, is confidered by fome 
men as unfriendly to the domeftic character of a 
woman. But this is the prejudice of little minds, and 
{prings from the fame fpirit which oppofes the ge- 
neral diffufion of knowledge among the citizens of 
our republics. If men believe that ignorance is 
favourable to the government of the female fex, they 
are. certainly deceived; for a weak and ignorant 
woman will always be. governed with the greateft 
difficulty. I have. fometimes been led to afcribe. the 
invention of ridiculous and exyenfive fafhions in fe- 
male drefs, entirely to the gentlemen*, in order to 
diyert the ladies from improving their minds, and 
thereby to. fecure a more arbitrary and unlimited 
authority over them. It will be in your power, LADIES, 
to corre&t the miftakes and practice of our fex up- 
on thefe fubje&ts, by demonftrating, that the female 
temper can only be governed by reafon, and. that 
the cultivation of reafon in women, is alike friend- 
ly to the order of nature, and to private as wellas 
public happinfs. | | 


* The very expenfive prints of female dreffes which are publihhed 


annually in France, are invented and executed whollyby GENTLEMEN, 





A DEFENCE OF THE USE OF THE BIBLE AS A SCHOOL 
BOOK. ADDRESSED TO THE Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP, 
OF BOSTON. 


Dear Sir, 


if is now feveral months, fince I promifed to 

give you my reafons for preferring the bible 
as a {chool book, to all other compofitions. I fhall 
not trouble you with an apology for my delaying fo 
long to comply with my promife, but fhall proceed im- 

‘mediately to the fubject of my letter, ; 


Before I ftate my arguments in favour of teach- 
ing children to read by means of the bible, I thal] 
affume the five following propofitions.: 


J. That chriftianity is the only true and perfe 
religion, and that in proportion as mankind adopt. its 
principles, and obey its precepts, they will be wife, and 
happy. 3 


I]. That a better knowledge of this religion is to 
be acquired by reading the bible, than in any other 
way. 

III That the bible contains more knowledge necef- 


fary to man in his prefent ftate, than any other book 
in the world. 
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“IV. ‘That knowledge is moft durable, and religious — 


inftruction moft ufeful, when imparted in early life, 


V. That the bible, when not read in fchools, is 


feldom read in any fubfequent period of life. 


My arguments in favor of the ufe of the bible as a 
fchool book are founded, I. In the conftitution of the 


human mind. 


1. ‘The memory is the firft faculty which opens in 
the minds of children. Of how much confequence, 
then, muft it be, to imprefs it with the great truths of 
chriftianity, before it is pre- -occupied with lefs intereft- 


ing fubjects | As all the liquors, which are fat 


into a cup, genera ily tafte of that which firft filled dit, 


fo all the knowledge, which is added to that hie is 
tredfured ‘up in the: memory from the bible, generally 


receives an agreeable and ufeful tin@ture from it. 


2. There isa peculiar aptitude in the minds of chil- 
dren for religious knowledge. I have conftantly found 
them inthe firft fix or feven years ‘of their lives, more 
iquifitive upon religious fubjects, than upon ‘any 
others: and an ingenious inftru€tor of youth has 
informed me, that he has found young children more 
capable of receiving juft ideas upon the mott difficult 
tenets of religion, than upon the moft fimple branches 

f human knowledge. It.would be ftrange if it were 
otherwife; for God creates all his means to {uit all his 
ends. There mutt of courfe be a fitnefs between the 
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human mind, and the truths which are eflential to its 
happinefs. 

3. The influence of prejudice is derived from the im- 
preflions, which are made upon the mind in early life; 
prejudices are of two kinds, true and falfe. In a world 
where falfe prejudices do fo much mifchief, it would 
difcover great weaknefs not to oppofe them, by fuch as 


are 7rué. 


a 


I grant that many men have rejected the prejudices 
derived from the bible: but I believe no man ever did 
fo, without having been made wi/er or better, by the 
early operation of thefe prejudices upon his mind. 
Every juft principle that is to be found in the writings 


of Voltaire, is borrowed from the Bible: and the mo- 


tality of the Deifts, which has been fo much admired 
‘and praifed, is, I believe, in moft cafes, the effect of 
habits, produced by early inftruction in the principles 


of chriftianity. 


_ 4. We are fubjedt, by a general law in our natures, 


to what is called Aabitz. Now if the ftudy of the ferip- 


tures be neceflary to our happinefs at any time of our 


“lives, the fooner we begin to read them, the more we 


-  fhall be attached to them; for it is peculiar to all the: 


acts of habit, to. become eafy, {trong and agreeable by 
repetition. | 
g. It is a law in our natures, that we remember 


longe# the knowledge we acquire by the greateft number 
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of our fenfes. Now a knowledge of the contents of 
the bible, is acquired in fchool by the aid of the eyes 
and the ears; for children after getting their leflons, 
always fay them to their mafters in an audible voice ; 
of courfe there is a prefumption, that this knowledge 
will be retained much longer than if it had been acquir-~ 


ed in any other way. 


6. ‘The interefting events and characters, recorded 
and defcribed in the Old and New Teftaments, are 
accomodated above all others to feize upon alk the 
faculties of the minds of children. The underftand- 


ing, the memory, the imagination, the paflions, and 


_ the moral powers, are all occafionally addreffed by the 


various incidents which are contained in thofe divine 


books, infgmuch that not to be delighted with them, 
is to be devoid of every principle of pleafure that exifts 
in a found mind. 


7. There ist a native love of fruth in the human 


mind. Lord Shaftefbury fays, that ‘truth is fo con- 


«¢ genial to our minds, that we love even the Joadow 
«© of it:” and Horace, in his rules for compofing an 
epick poem, eftablifhes the fame law in our natures, 
by advifing the ¢‘ fi€tions in poetry to refemble truth.” 
Now the bible contains more truths than any other 
book in the world: fo true is the teftimony that it 
bears of Godin his works of creation, providence, and 
redemption, that it is called ¢ruth itfelf, by way of pre- 
eminence above things that are only fimply true. How 
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forcibly aré we ftruck with the evidences of truth, in 
the hiftory of the Jews, above what we difcover in the 
hiftory of other nations? Where do we find a hero, 
or an hiftorian record his own faults or vices except in 
the Old Teftament? Indeed, my friend, from fome 
accounts which I have read of the American revolution, 
I begin to grow {ceptical to all hiftory except to that 
which is contained in the bible. Now if this book be 
known to contain nothing but what is materially true, 
the mind will naturally acquire a love for it from this — 
circumftance: ard from this affeCtion for the truths of 
. of the bible, it will acquire a difcernment of truth in - 
other books, and a preference of it in all the tranfaCtions 
of lifes 


VIII. There is a wonderful property in the memory s 
which enables it in old age, to recover the knowledge — 
it had acquired in early life, after it had been appa- 
rently forgotten for forty or fifty years. Of how much 
confequence, then, mutt it be, to fill the mind with 
that fpecies of knowledge, in childhood and youth, 
which, when recalled in the decline of life, will fupport 
the fou! under the infirmities of age, and fmooth the 
avenues of approaching death ? The bible is the only 
book which is capable of affording this fupport to old 
age ; and it is for this reafon that we find it reforted 
to with fo much diligence and pleafure by fuch old 
people as have read it in early life. I can recollect 


many inftances of this kind in perfons who difcovered 


QO 
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no attachment to the bible, in the meridian of their 
lives, who have notwithftanding, fpent the evening of 
them, in reading no other book. The late Sir John 
Pringle, Phyfician to the Queen of Great Britain, 
after paffing a long life in camps and at court, clofed 
it by ftudying the fcriptures. So anxious was he to’ 
increafe his knowledge in them, that he wrote to Dr. 
Michaelis, a learned profeffer of divinity in Germany, 
for an explanation of a dificult text of fcripture, a 
fhort time before his death. 


IX. My fecond argument in favour of the ufe of the 
bible in fchools, is founded upon an implied command 
_of God, and upon the pra€tice of feveral of the wifeft 
nations of the world.—In the 6th chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, we find the following words, which are 
 direftly to my purpofe, «And thou fhalt love the 
Lord thy God, with all thy heart and with all thy 
« foul, and with all thy might. And thefe words 
‘© which I command thee this day fhall be in thine 
« heart. And thou Jfoalt teach them diligently unto thy 
“© children, and fhalt. talk of them when thou fitteft in 
« thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way, 


«and when thou left down, and when thou rifeft 


9? 


n 
n 


<¢ up. 


It appears, moreover, from the hiftory of the Jews, 
that they flourifhed as a nation, im proportion as they 
honoured and read the books of Mofes, which centain- 
ed, a written revelation of the will of God, to the chil- 
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dven of men. The law was not only neglected, but loft 
during the general profligacy of manners which accom- 
panied the long and wicked reign of Manaffah. But the 
difcovery of it, in the rubbith of the temple, by. Jofiah, , 
and its fubfequent general ufe, were followed by a re- 
turn of national virtue and profperity. We read 

further, of the wonderful effects which the reading 
of the law by Ezra, after his return from his captiviy 
in Babylon, had upon the Jews. ‘They hung upon his 
lips with tears, and fhowed the fincerity of their re- 


pentance, by their general reformation. 


a 


The learning of the Jews, for many years confifted 
in nothing but a knowledge of the feriptures. Thefe 
were the text books of all the inftru€tion that was 
given in the fchools of their prophets. It was: by- 
means of this general knowledge of their law, -that 
thofe Jews that wandered from Judea into our couns, 
tries, carried with them and propagated certain ideas of 
the true God among all the civilized nations upon the 
face of the earth. And it was from the attachment. 
they retained to the old Teftament, that they procured 
a tranflation of it into the Greek language, after they 
loft the Hebrew tongue, by their long abfence from 
their native country. The utility of this tranflation, 
commonly called the feptuagint, in facilitating the pro- 
grefs of the gofpel, is well known to all who are ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of the firfb age of the chriftian 


church. 
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But the benefits of an early and general acquaintance 
with the bible, were not confined only to the Jewith 
nations. ‘They have appeared in many countries in 
Europe, fince the reformation. The induftry, and 
habits of order, which diftinguifh many of the German 
nations, are derived from their early inftru€tion in the 
principles of chriftianity, by means of the bible. ‘The 
moral and enlightened character of the inhabitants of 
Scotland, and of the New England States, appears to be 
derived from the fame caufe. If we defcend from 
nations to {ects, we fhall find them wife and profperous 
in proportion as they become early acquainted with the 
feriptures. The bible is ftill ufed as a fchool book 


among the quakers. ‘The morality of ‘this. fe& of 


chriftians is univerfally acknowledged. Nor is this all, 
—their prudence in the management of their private 
affairs, is as much a mark of their fociety, as their fober 
manners. ite : 

I wifh to be excufed for repeating here, that if the 
bible did not convey a fingle dire€tion for the attain- 
ment of future happinefs, it fhould be read in our fchools 
in preference to all other books, from its containing the 
greateft portion of that kind of knowledge which is cal- 
culated to produce private ‘and publick temporal hap- 
pinefs, eich a : 


We err not only in human affairs, but in religion 


likewife, on/y becaufe “ we do not know the fcriptures.” 


The oppolite fyttems of the numerous fects of’chriftians 
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arife chiefly from their being more inftruCted in cate- 
chifms, creeds, and confeflions of faith, than in the 
fcriptures. Immentfe truths, I believe, are concealed in 
them. The time, I have no doubt, will come, when 
pofterity will view and pity our ignorance of thefe 
truths, as muchas we do the ignorance of the difcipies 
of our Saviour, who knew nothing of the meaning of 
thofe plain paflages in the old teftament which were 
daily fulfilling before their eyes. Whenever that time 
fhall arrive, thofe truths which have efcaped our notice, 
or, if difcovered, haye been thought to be oppofedto each 
other, or to be incanfiftent with themfelves, will then 
like the ftones of Solomon’s temple, be found fo exadlly 
‘to accord with each other, that they fhall be cement- 
ed without noife or force, into one fimple and fublime 
fyftem of religion. | | 


’ 
But further, we err, not only in religion but in phi- 


lofophy likewife, becaufe we ‘* do not know or believe 
«¢ the {criptures.” The {ciences have been compared 
‘to a circle of which religion compofes a part. To under- 
ftand any one of them perfeétly it iS neceflary to. have 
fome knowledge of them all, Bacon, Boyle, and Newton 
included the feriptures in the inguiries to which their 
univerfal geniufes difpofed them, and their philofophy 
was aided by their knowledge in them. A firiking agree- 
ment has been lately difcovered between the hiftory 
_ of certain events recorded in the bible and fome of the _ 
operations and productions of nature, particularly thofe 
which are related in W hitehurft’s obfervations on the 
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deluge— in Smith’s account of the origin of the variety 
of colour in the human {pecies, and in Bruce’s travels. 
It remains yet to be fhown how many other events, 
related in the bible, accord with fome late important 
difcoveries in the principles of medecine. The events, 
and the principles alluded to, mutually eftablifh the 
truth of each other. From the difcoveries of the 
chriftian philofophers, whofe names have been laft 
mentioned, I have been led to queftion whether moft 
harm has been done to revelation, by thofe divines who 


have unduly multiplied the objects of faith, or by 


thofe deifts who have unduly multiplied the objets of 


reafon, in explaining the {criptures. ‘ 


il fhall now proceed to an{wer fome of the objec- 
tions which have been made to the ufe of the bible 


as a {chool book. 


I. We are told, that the familiar ufe of the bible in 
our {chools, has a tendency to Ieflen a due reverence 
for it. This objection, by proving too much, proves 
nothmg at all. If familiarity leffens refpect fox divine 
things, then all thofe precepts of our religion, which 
enjoin the daily or wee ‘ly worfhip of the Deity, are 
improper. The bible was not intended to reprefent a 
Jewifh ark; and it is an antichriftian idea, to fuppofe 
that it can be profaned, by being carried into a fchool 
houfe, or by being handled by children. But where 
will the bible be read by young people with more 
reverence than in. a fehool? Not in moft private 


families ; for I believe there are few parents, who pre- 


al, 
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ferve fo much order in their houfes, as is kept up in 


our common Englith {chools. 


Ii. We are told, that there are many paflages in 
the old teftament, that are improper to be read by 
children, ‘and that the greatef{t part of it is no way in- 
terefting tomankind under the prefent difpenfation 
of the gofpel. There are I grant, feveral chapters, 
and many vertles in the old teftament, which in their 
prefent unfortunate tranflation, fhould be pailed over 
by children. But I deny that any of the books of the 
old teftament are not interefting to mankind, under 
the gofpel difpenfation. Moft of the characters, 
events, and ceremonies, mentioned in them, are perfo- 
nal, providential, or inftituted types of the Meffiah: All 
of which have been, or remain yet to be, fulfilled by 
him. It is from an ignorance or neglect of thefe types, 
that we have fo many’ deifts in chriftendom; for fo 
irrefragably do they prove the truth of chriftianity, 
that Tam fure a young man who had been regularly 
inftruéted in their meaning, could never doubt after- 
wards of the truth of any of its principles. If any ob- 
fcurity appears in thefe principles, it is only (to ufe. 
the words of the poet) becaufe they are dark, with ex- 
ceffive bright. 


I know there is an objection among many Peo- 
ple to teach children dodtrines of any kind, becaufe 
they are liable to be controverted. But where will 
this objection lead us?— The being: of a God, 
and the obligations of morality, have both beer 
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controverted ; and yet who has objected to our teach« 
ing thefe doétrines to our chilldren ? 


The curiofity and capacities of young people for the 
myfteries of religion, awaken much fooner than is 
generally fuppofed. Of this we have two remarkable 
proofsin the old teftament. he firft is mentioned 
in the twelfth chapter of Exodus. « And it fhall come 
when your children fhall fay unto you, “ What mean 
you by this fervice 2?” that ye fhall fay, « It is the facra- 
“< fice of the Lord’s paffover, who pafled over the houfes 
<¢ of the children of Irael in Egypt, when he fmote the 
‘¢ Egyptians, and delivered our houfes. And the chil- 
s¢ dren of Ifrael went away, and did as the Lord had 
é© commanded Mofes and Aaron.” A fecond proof of 
the defire of children to be inftructed in the niyfteries of 
religion, is to be found in the fixth chapter of Deuter- 
enomy. “¢ And when thy fon a/¥eth thee in the time to 
come faying, “* What méan the teftimonies~and the 
s¢ {Latutes—and the judgments which the Lord our God 
« hath commanded you?” Then thou fhalt fay unto 
thy fon, «* We were Pharoah’s bondmen in Egypt, and 
© the Lord our God brought us out of Egypt with a 
s mighty hand.” '‘Thefe enquiries from the mouths 
of children are perfeétly natural; for where is the 
parent who has not had fimilar queftions propofed to: 
him by his children upon their being being firft condu- 
ed to a place of worthip, or upon their beholding, for 
the firft time, cither of the facraments of our religion ? 


BIBLE IN SCHOOLS. 163 


Let us not not be wifer than our Maker. If moral 
precepts alone could have reformed mankind, the mif- 
fion of the Son of God into our world, would have 
been unneceflary. He came to promulgate a fyftem 
of doctrines, as well as a f{yftem of morals. The perfea 
| hovality of the gofpel refts upon a dofrine, which, 

Moi often controverted, has never been refuted, I 
mean the vicarious life and death of the Sonof God. 
This fublime and ineffable doétrine delivers us from 
the abfurd hypothefes of modern philofophers, con- 
cerning the foundation of moral obligation, and fixes 
it upon the eternal and felf moving principle of Lovz. 
‘It concentrates a whole fyftem of ethics in a fingle 
text of fcripture. “ 4 new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another, even as I have-loved you.” 
By witholding the knowledge of this do¢trine from 
children, we deprive ourfelves of the beft means of 
awakening moral fenfibility,in their minds. We do 
more, we furnifh an argument, for witholding from 
them a knowledge of the morality of the gofpel like- 
wife; for this, in many inflances, is as fupernatural, 
and therefore as liable to be controverted, as any of 
the dogtrines or miracles which are mentioned in the 
new teftament. The miraculous conception of the 
faviour of the world by a virgin, is not more oppofed 
to the ordinary courfe of natural events, nor is the 
dotrine of the atonement more above human reafon, 
than thofe moral precepts, which command us to love 


out enemies, or to die for our friends. 


t= 
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III. It has been faid, that the divifion of the bible 
into chapters and verfes, renders it more difficult to 
be read, by children than many other books. 

By alittle care in a mafter, this difficulty may be ob- 

* viated, and even an advantage derived from it. It 
may ferve to transfer the attention of the fcholar to the 
Jenfe of a fubjeét; and no perfon will ever read well, 
who is guided by any thing elfe, in his flops, em- 
phafis, or accents. The divifion of the bible into 
chapters and verfes, is not a greater obftacle to its be- 
ing read with eafe, than the bad punctuation of moft 
other books. I deliver this ftri€ture upon other books, 
from the authority of Mr. Rice, the celebrated author 
of the art of fpeaking, whom I heard declare in a large 
company in London, that he had never feen a book 
properly pointed in the Englifh Language. He exem- 
plified, notwithftanding, by reading to the fame com- 
pany a paflage from Milton, his perfect knowledge of 
the art of reading. 


Some people, I know, have propofed to introduce 
extracts from the bible, into our fchools, inftead of the 
bible itfelf. Many excellent works of this kind, are 
in print, but if we admit any one of them, we fhall 
have the fame inundation of them that we have had 

, of grammars, fpelling books, and Jeffons for children, 
many of which are publifhed for the benefit of the 
authors only, and all of them have tended greatly to in- 
creafe the expence of education. Befides, thefe extracts 
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or abridgements of the bible; often contain the tenets of 
particular fects or perfons, and therefore, may be im- 
proper for fchools compofed ‘of the children of differ- 
ent fets of chriftians. The bible is a’ cheap’ book, 
and is to be had in eyery book{tore. It 1s, moreover, 
efteemed and prefered by all fe€ts ; becaufe ‘each finds 
its peeuliar doctrines in it. It fhould therefore be- 
ufed in preference to any abridgements of it, or hifto- 
ries extracted from it. 


I have heard it propofed that a portion of the 
bible fhould be read every day by the matter, as a means 
of inftruCting children in it : But this is a poor fubftitute_ 
for obliging children to read it as a fchool book ; for by : 
this means we infenfibly engrave, as it were, its con- 
tents upon their minds: and it has been remarked that 
_ children, inftru&ted in this way in the fcriptures, fel- 
dom forget any part of them. They have the fame 
advantage over thofe perfons,who have only heard the 
{criptures read by a mafter, that a mau who has work- 
ed with the tools of a mechanical employment for feve- 
ral years, has over the man who has only ‘{tood’a few 
hours in a work fhop, and feen the fame bufinefs carri- 


ed on by other people. 


In this defence of the ufe ofthe bible as a fchool 
book, I beg you would not, think that I fup pofe the Bi-. 
ble to contain the only revelation which God has made 


toman. [believe in an internal revelation, or a’moral 
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principle, which God has implanted in the heart of 
every man, as the precurtor of his final dominion over 
the whole human race. How much this internal reve- 
lation accords with the external, remains yet to be ex- 
plored by philofophers. Iam difpofed to believe, that 
moft of the do&trines of chriftianity revealed in the bi- 
ble might be difeovered by a clofe examination of all the 
principles of a€tion in man: But who 1s equal to fuch 
an enquiry ? It certainly does not fuit the natural in- 
dolence, or laborious employments of a great majority 
of mankind. The internal revelation of the gofpel 
may be compared to the ftraight line which is made 
through a wildernefs by the afliftance of a compafs, to 
a diftant country, which few are able to difcover, 
while the bible refembles a public road to the fame 
country, which is wide, plain, and eafily found, 
« And a highway fhall be there, and it fhall be called 
the way of holinefs. The way faring men, though 


fools, fhall not err therein.” 


- Neither let me in this place exclude the Revelation 
which God has made of himfelf to man in the works 
of creation. J am far from wifhing to leffen the in- 
fluence of this {fpecies of Revelation upon mankind, 
But the knowledge of God obtained from this fource, 
is ob{cure and feeble in its operation, compared with that 
which is derived from the bible. The vifible creation 
f{peaksof the Deity in hyeroglyphics, while the bible def- 
cribes all his attributes and perfections in fuch plain, 
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and familiar language that ‘ he who runs may 
‘6 read.” 


How kindly has our maker dealt with his creatures, 
in providing three different cords to draw them to 
himfelf! But how weakly do fome men aét, who: 
fufpend their faith, and hopes upon only one of them t 
By laying hold of them :all, they would approach 
more {peedily and certainly to the centre of all hap- 
-pinefs. . ) 


- 'To the arguments I have mentioned in favour of 
the ufe of the bible as a fehool book, I fhall add a few 
refieChions. | | 


The prefent. fafhionable prattice: of rejeCting the: 
bible from our f{chools, I fufpect has originated with 
the deifts. ‘They difcover great ingenuity in this new 
mode of attacking chriftianity. If they proceed in it, 
they will do more in half a century, in extirpating our 
religion, than Bolingbroke or Voltaire could have ef- 
fected in a'thoufand years.. Tam not writing to this 
clafs of people. I defpair of changing the opinions of 
anyofthem. Iwifh only to alter the opinions and con- 
duct of thofe lukewarm, or fuperftitious chriftians, 
who have been mifled by the deifts upon this fubjedt. 
On the ground of the good old cuftom, of ufing the 
bible as a fchool book, it becomes us to entrench our 
religion. It is the laft bulwark the deifts have left it ; 


for they have rendered inftruCtion in the principles 
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of chriftianity by the pulpit and the prefs, fo unfafhiona- 
ble, that little good for many years feems to have been 
done by either of them. 


_¢ The effe€ts of the difufe of the bible, asia fchool book 


have appeared of late in the neglect.and even contempt 
with which {cripture names are treated by many peo- 
ple. It is becaufe parents have not been early taught 
to:;know or refpect the characters and exploits of the 
old and new teftament worthies, that their names are 
exchanged for thofe of the modern kings of Europe, or 
of the principal characters in ‘novels and romances. I 
conceive there may be fome advantage in bearing {crip- 
ture names. It may lead the perfons who bear them, 
to ftudy that part of the feriptures,in which their names 
are mentioned, with uncommon attention, and perhaps 
it may excite 2 defire in them to poffefs the talents or vir= > 


tues of their ancient namefakes. This remark firft occur- 


red to me, upon hearing a pious woman whofe name was 


Mary, fay, that the firft paflages of the bible, which 
made a ferious. impreffion on her mind, were thofe in- 
terefting chapters and verles in which the name of 


Mary 1 1S mentongyy in the New TE: epitaeat 


 Teas‘a pete fact, that while the names of the 
kings and emperors of Rome, are now given chiefly to 
horfes and dogs, feripture names have hitherto been con- 
fined only tothe human fpecies. Let the enemies and 


contemners of thofe names take care, left the names of 
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more modern kings be given hereafter only to the fame 
_ animals, and Jeft the names of the modern heroinés. of 


romances be given to animals of an inferior {pecies. 


It is with great pleafure, that I have obferved the bi- 
ble to be the only book read in the Sunday {chools in 
England. We have adopted the fame pra€tice in the 
Sunday {chools, lately eftablifhed in. this city. This 
will give our religion (humanly {peaking) the chance 
of a longer life in our country. We hear much of the 
perfons educated in free fchools in England, turning 
out well in the various walks of life. I-have enquired 
into the caufe of i it, and have fatisfied myfelf, that it is 
wholly to be afcribed to the general ufe of the bible in 
thofe ichools, for it feems the children of poor people 
are of too little confequence to be guarded from the 
fuppofed evils of reading the fcriptures in early life, or 


in an unconfecrated fchool houfe. 


However great the benefits of reading the {criptures 
in fchools have been, I cannot help remarking, that 
thefe benefits might be much greater, did {choolmatters 
take more pains to explain them to their fcholars. Did 
they demonftrate the divine original of the bible from 
the purity, confiftency, and benevolence of its doctrines 
and precepts—did they explain the meaning of the 
levitical inftitutions, and {how their application to the 
numerous and fuceflive gofpel difpenfations—did they 


inform their pupils that the grofs and abominable vices 
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of the Jews were recorded only as proofs of the depravis . 
ty of human nature, and of the infufficiency of the law, 
to produce moral'virtue and thereby to eftablifh the 
neceflity and perfeCtion of the gofpel fyftem —and above 
all, did they often enforce the difcourfes of our Saviour, 
as the beit rule of life, and the fureft guide to hap- 
pinefs, how great would be the influence of our fchools 
upon the order and profperity of our country ! Such 
a mode of inftructing children in the chriftian religion, 
would convey knowledge into their underflandings, and 
would therefore be preferable to teaching them creeds, 
and catechifms, which too often convey, not know- 
ledge, but words only, into their memories. J think I ° 
am not too fanguine in believing, that education, con- 
ducted in this manner, would, in the courfe of two 
generations, eradicate infidelity from among us, and 
render civil government fearcely neceffary in our coun- 
try. 

In contemplating the political inftitutions of the 
United States, I lament, that we wafte fo much time 
and money in punifhing crimes, and take fo little pains 
to prevent them. We profefs to be republicans, and 
yet we neglect the only means of eftablifhing and per- 
petuating our republican forms of government, that is, 
the univerfal education of our youth in the principles 
of chriftianity, by means of the bible; for this divine 
book, above all others, favours that equality among 
mankind, that refpe& for juft laws, and all thofe fober 
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and frugal virtues, which conftitute the foul of repub- 


licanifm. i 


I have now only to apologize for havging addrefied 
this letter to you, after having been affured by you, 
that your opinion, refpeting the ufe of the bible as a 
{chool book, coincided with mine. My excufe for 
what I have done is, that I knew you were qualified 
by your knowledge, and difpofed by your zeal in the 
caufe of truth, to correét all the errors you would dif- 
cover in my letter. Perhaps a further apology may 
be neceflary for my having prefumed to write upon 
a fubje& fo much above my ordinary ftudies. My 
excufe for it is, that I thought a fingle mite from 
a member of a profeflion, which has been frequently 
charged with fcepticifm in religion, might attract the 
notice of perfons who had often overlooked the more 
ample contributions upon this fubject, of gentlemen 
of other profeffions. With great refpeét, I am, dear fir, 


your fincere friend. 


BENJAMIN RUSH. 
| Philadelphia, March 10, 1791. | 








_ #AN ADDRESS TO THE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL OF 
EVERY DENOMINATION IN THE UNITED STATEs, 
(UPON SUBJECTS INTERESTING TO’ MORALS. 


¥,*ROM the nature of your purfuits, and from 
your influence in fociety, Iam encouraged 
to addrefs you upon fubjects of the utmoft impor- 
tance to the prefent and future happinefs of your fel- 
'ow-citizens, as well.as to the profperity of the United 
States. 


. 
Under the great diverfity of opinions, you entertain 
in religion, you are all united in inculcating the ne- 
ceffity of morals. In this bufinefs you are neither 


churchmen nor diffenters.: 





catholics nor proteftants 
One fpirit a€tuates you all. From the fuccefs, or 
failure, of your exertions in the caufe of virtue, we 
anticipate the freedom or flavery of our country. Even 
the new government of the united ftates, from which 
fo many advantages are expected, will neither reftore 
order, nor eftablifh juftice among us, unilefs it be ac- 
companied and fupported by morality, among all clafles 
of people. Imprefled with a fenfe of the truth of 
thefe obfervations, I fhall briefly point out a few of 
thofe practices, which prevail in America, which ex- 
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ert a pernicious influence upon morals, and thereby 


prepare our country for mifery and flavery. 


I fhall begin by pointing out, in the firft place, the 
mifchevious effects of {pirituos liquors upon the morals 


of our citizens. 


I. They render the temper peevifh and paflionate. 
They beget quarrels, and lead to profane and indecent 
Janguage. They are the parents of idlenefs and exe’ 
travagance, and the certain forerunners of poverty, and: 
frequently of jails, wheelbarrows, and the gallows. 
They are likewife injurious to health and life, and kill 
more than the peftilence, or the {word. Our legif- 
latures, by premitting the ufe of them, for the fake 
of the paltry duty colleted from them, a@ as abfurdly. 
as a prince would do, who fhould permit. the cul- 
tivation of a poifonous nut, which eyery year car 
ried off ten thoufand of his fubjects, becaufe it yielded 
a revenue of thirty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe ten 
thoufand men would produce annually by their labour, 
or by paying a trifling impoft upon any one of the 
neceflaries of life, twenty times that fum. In order 
to put an end to the defolating effets of fpirituous 
liquors, it will be proper for our miniiters to preach 
again{t, not the abufe of them only, but their ufe al-— 
together. They are never neceflary but in ficknefs : 
and then they are better applied to the outfide, than 
to the infide of the body. 
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If Militia laws have an unfriendly influence upon 
morals, more efpecially where they authorife the elec- 
tion of the officers by the privates. ‘The meetings of 
citizens for militia exercifes are generally attended 
with intemperance in drinking, quarrelling, profane 
{wearing, and acts of violence to the property of the 
perfons who live near the places where thofe meetings 
are held. It. is.a miflake to fuppofe that the defence 
of, liberty requires a well organized militia in the time 
of peace, 


The United Statés proved in the beginning of the 
late war, ‘and France has proved fince, that armies of 
difeiplined irrefiftable troops may be formed in a fhort 
time out of the peafants of a country. War has lately be- 
come a fimple art, All that is praCtical in it, may be 
acquired in a few weeks. The moft gallant exploits 
were performed during the late war, by men who had 


been but a few days in the practice of handling fire 
dims. 


Hil, Fairs are a Pandora’s box opened twice a year, 
inm any of the ftates. They are wholly unneceffary, 
fince hops are fo common in all the civilized parts 
of the country. They tempt to extravagance—gaming 
—drunkenne!s—and uncleannefs. ‘They are proper 
only in. defpotic ftates, where the more a people are 
corrupted, the more readily they fubmit to arbitrary 
government. | 


IV. Law-fuits fhould be difcouraged as much ag 
potible. They are highly difreputable bet ween perfons 


0 ig 
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9 profefles chriftianity. The attendance upon courts 
ofes to idlenefs —drinking and gaming; and the 
al delays, of juftice feldom fail of entailing hereditary. 
ord. among neighbours. [It is with inexpreflible plea- 
e that I have lately feen an account of a recom- 
ndation from the prefbyterian fynod of New-York 
Philadelphia, to all the churches under their care ~ 
fettle their difputes after the manner of the pri-’ 
ive chriftians and friends, by arbitration. _ Blefled — 
nt in the hiftory of mankind! may their praétice 
ead among all feéts of chriftians, and may it prove 
relude of that happy time foretold in the fcrip- 
3; when war and murder fhall be no more. 


v. The licentioufnefs of the prefs is a fruitful fource 
he corruption of morals. Men are deterred from in- 
ing each ‘other, ‘chiefly by the f fear of dete¢tion or 
nifhment. Now both of thefe are, removed by the 
ial fecrecy of a licentious prefs. Hence revenge, 
ndal and falfehood are cherifhed and propagated 


@ community. But further: the caufe of liberty | 


reatly injured by perfonal calumnies ; for who will at 


ieve a truth that is told of a bad man, that has 
n accuftomed to read falfchoods publithed every day 
a good man? Printers who vend feurrility, would 
well in confidering, that the publither of {eandal, is 
bad as the author of it, in the fame manner that the 
eiver of ftolen goods, is as bad as the thief. 


} 
f st 
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“It becomes the purchafers, and readers of perf 
{candal likewife to confider that they are accompl 
in the guilt of the authors of it. We read with } 
ror the accounts of human depravity which has ¢ 
verted public executions into part of the amufeme 
of feveral ancient and modern nations, but the de 
vity of the human heart is of the fame nature int 
man, who can read with pleafure, or even indifferer 
the mangled character of a fellow citizen in a licenti 


new/fpaper. 


VI. Hovfe-racing and cock-fighting are unfrien 
amufements to morals, and of courfe to the liberties 
our country. ‘They occafion idlenefs, fraud, gam 
and profane fwearing, and harden the heart againft 
feelings of humanity. ‘Thefe vulgar fports fhould 
forbidden by law in all chriftian and republican cot 
tries. | hee 

VII. Clubs of all kinds, where the only bufinefs 
the company, is feeding (for that is the true name o 
gratification that is fimply animal) are hurtful to mors 
The fociety in taverns where clubs are. ufually he 
is feldom fubjeét to muchorder. It expofes men 
idlenefs, prodigality, and debt. Tt isin private famili 
only that fociety is innocent, or improving. Hk 
manners are ufually kept within the bounds of dect 
cy by the company of females, who generally comp 
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apart of all private families; and manners, it is well, 


known, have an influence upon morals. 


VIII. Amufements of every kind, on Sundays, beget 
habits of idlenefs and a love of pleafure, which extend 
their influence to every day of the week. In thofe 
manufacturing towns in England, where the Sundays \ 
are fpent in idlenefs or frolicking, little or no work is 
ever done on theenfuing day; hence it is called St. Mon- 
day. If there were no h-reafter—individuals and {6- 
. Cieties would be great gainers, by attending public 
worfhip every Sunday. Reft from labour in the houfe 
of God, winds up the machine of both foul and body, 
better than any thing elfe, and thereby invigorates it 
for the labours and.duties of the enfuing week. Should 
I ever travel into a chriftian country, and wilh to know 
whether the laws of that country were wife and juft, 
and whether they were duly obeyed, the only queftion: 
I would afk, fhould be « do the people fpend Sunday 
at church, or in pleafurable entertainments at home 
arid abroad ?” the Sunday {chools in England have been 
found extremely ufeful in reforming the children of 
poor people. Who can witnefs the praclices of 
{wimming, fliding and fcating, which prevail fo univer- 
fally on Sundays, in moft of the cities of the United 
States, and net with for fimilar inftitutions to refcues 
our poor children from deftruction ? I fhall conclude 
my remarks upon this fubjedt, by declaring, that I do not 
with to fee any new laws made to enforce the keeping 


Ey 5 ¥ 
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of the Sabbath. I cail upon minifters of the gofpel 
only, to increafe and extend, by their influence, the 
pure and ufeful {pirit of their religion. In riding 
through our country, we may always tell, by the ap- 
pearance of the people we meet with on the road, 
or fee at taverns, whether they enjoy the benefit of 
public worthip, and of a vigilant and faithful miniftry. 
Where a fettlement enjoys thefe. ineflimable befhings, 
we generally find taverns deferted on a Sunday, and 
a ftillnefs pervading the whole neighbourhood, as if 
nature herfelf had ceafed from her labours, to fhare 
with man in paying her weekly homage to God for 


his creating goodnefs , 


Thus I have briefly pointed out the principal four- 
ces’ of vice in our country. ‘They are all of a public 
nattire, and affeét, in a direct manner, the general in- 
terefts of fociety. 1 thall now fuggeft a few fources 
of vice, which ateof a domeftic nature, and which in- 


dire@ly afre& the happinefs of our country. 


I. The frequent or long abfence of the mafter and 
miftrefs from home, by diflolving the bounds of domeftic 
government, proves a fruitful fource of vice among 
children and jervants. ‘To prevent in fome degree, 
the inconveniencies which arife from the neceflary ab- 
fence of the heads of a family, from home, it would be a 
good practice to inveit the eldeft fon or daughter, when 
of a fnitable age, with the government of the family 


and to make them refponfible for their condu@, upon 
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the return of their parents. Government in a family 
is like an electric rod to a houfe. Where it is wanting 
a anid is expofed to the attacks of every folly and vice, 
that come within the fphere of its attra€tion. 


IJ. Frequent and large entertainments weaken do- 
mettic government, by removing children and fervants 
too long from’ the eye of authority. Jy hey moreover, 
expofe children and fervants to the temptation of eat 


ting and drinking to excefs. 


III. Boys and girls fhould never be admitted as fer- 
vants—into a genteel family. They are feldom. in- 
ftruéted properly, by ‘their mafters or miftreffes. 
Their leifure hours’ are moreover {pent in bad compa- 

ny: and all the vices which they pick up, are fpread 
among the children of the family, who are generally 
more prone to aflociate with them, than with any other. 
Where poverty or death makes it neceflary to bind out — 
children, they fhould be bound to thofe perfons only, 
who will work with them. By thefe means, they will 
be trained to induftty, and képt from idlenefs and vice. 


IV. Servants, both male and female thould always 
be hired by the year, otherwife no proper government 
ean be eftablifhed over them. The impertinence and 
irregular conduct of fervants,. arife from their holding 
their places by too fhort atenure. It would be a good 
daw to fine every per fon, who hired a fervant, without 
a written good character, figned by his laft mafter, 

R 


” 
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and countérfigned by a magiftrate. This practice 
would foon drive bad fervants out of the civilized parts 
ef eur country and thereby prevent much evil both in- 
families and fociety. - How many young men and woe 
men have carried through life the forrowful marks in. 
their confciences or characters, of their being early ini- 


tiated into the myfteries:of vice, by unprincipled fer-. 


-yants of both fexes! Servants.that are married, fhould, 


be preferred to fuch as are fingle: Matrimony in all. 
ranks.of people leffens the temptation to vice, and fur- 
nifhes. frefh. motives to.juft conduct, 


V. Apprentices. fhould always board.and lodge, if pof- 
fible, with their mafters.and miftrefles, when they are 
feparated from-their parents. Young people feldom 
fall into bad company in the day time. It is, in the 


evening, when they ceafe to be fubjeét to. government, 


that they are in the ‘moft danger of corruption + and 
this danger can be obviated only by fubjeCting all their 


hours to the direction of their mafters or miftrefles. 


I thall conclude this addrefs, by fuggefting to mini- 


fters of the gofpel, a plan of a new fpecies of federal 


government for the advancement of morals in the Uni- 
ted States. Let each fect appoint a reprefentative in a 
general convention of chriftians, whofe bufinefs hall 
be, to unite in promoting the general objects of chrif- 
tianity. Let no matters of faith or opinion ever be in- 


troduced into this convention, but let them be confider- 


‘ 


\ 


OF EVERY DENOMINATION. ¥23, 


ed as badges of.the fovereignty, of each particular feds. 
Lo prevent all difputes, let. the objects of the deliberas 
tions of this general convention be afcertained with.the 
fame accuracy, that the powers of the national govern- 
ament are defined in the new: conttitution of the United 
States. By this previous ‘compat, no encroachments 
will ever be made by the. general government, upon 
the principlesdifcipline—or habits. of any one feat 
for in the prefent ftate of human nature, the divifion — 
of chriftians into feQts, is as neceflary, to. the exiftence ’ 
and prefervation of chriftianity, as the divifion of man= 
kind into nations, and of nations anto feparate families 
are neceflary to promete general and private happinefs. 
By means of fuch an inftitution, chriftiaa charity wil 
be promoted, and the difcipline of each church will 
be ftrengthened—for I would propofe, that a difmifhon 
for immorality, from any one church, fhould exclude 
a man from every church in the ecclefiaftical union. 
But the advantages of this chriftian convention will not 
end here. It will poflefs an influence over the laws of 
the United States. This influence will -differ from 
that of mott of the ecclefiaftical affociations that have 
exifted in the world. It will be the influence of reafon 
over the paflions of men. Its objects will be morals, 
not principles, and the defign of it will be, not to make 
men zealous members of any one church, but to make 
them—good neighbours—good hufbands—-good fathers _ 


-—good mafters—good fervants—and of courfe good 
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rulers and good citizens. ‘The plan is certainly a prac- 
ticable one. America has taught the-nations of Et- 
rope by her example to be free, and it is to be hoped 
fhe will foon teach them to govern themfelves. ‘Let 
her advance one ftep further—and teach mankind, that 
it is poflible for chriftians of different denominations 
to love each other, and to tinite in the advancement of 
their common interefts: By the gradual operation of 
fuch natural means, the kingdoms ‘of this world are pro= 
bably to become the kingdoms of the prince of righte- 
oufnefs arid peace. 
Loe bist 21; 1788. 


AN ENQUIRY INTO THE CONSISTENCY OF OATHS WITH 


REASON AND CHRISTIANITY. 


N difcufling this queftion, I thall firft mention 
the objections to oaths, which are founded in 
reafon; and, fecondly,, the objections to them which 
are-derived from the precepts and fpirit of the chrif- 


tian religion. 


I. Oaths produce an idea in the minds of men, that 
there are ¢wo kinds or degrees of truth; the one intend-_ 
ed for common, and the other for folemn occafions. 
Now, this idea is directly « calculated to beget a want) 
of reverence for the, ‘inferior, kind of truth ; hence men 
are led to trifle withit in the common affairs of hu- 
man hfe} grant that fome men. will tell the truth, 
when urged to it. by the folemn formalities of an. 
oath, who ant not otherwife do it: But this proves : 
the great mifchief of, oaths in fociety; for as men_ 
are called upon to fpeak the truth 999 times in com- 
mon life, to once they are called upon to /wear to it, 
we have exaQly 999 falfehoods to one truth told by 
them. | How extenfive, then, mutt be the mifchief of 
this great difproportion between truth and falfehood, 
ip all the affairs of! human life! It is wrong to do 
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any thing that fhall create an idea of two kinds of 
truth. There is a fcale of falfehoods ; but truth has no 
degrees or fubdivifions. Like its divine author, it is 
an eternal unchangeable unrr. 


II. The practice of {wearing according to human 
Jaws, appears to be the caufe.of all profane fwear- 
ing, which is fo univerfal among all ranks of people 
in common converfation ; for if there are two modes 
of {peaking the truth, it is’ natural for men to pre- 
fer that mode which the «laws of our country have 
entitled to the’ firt dépree of credibility : hence men 
{wear, when'they with to be believed, in common con- 


verfation. 


“HI. Oaths havi been multiplied upon fo many 
trifling occafions; that they have ceafed, in a great 
degree, to operate with any force upon the moft. 
folemn occafions : hence: the univerfal prevalence’ of - 
perjury in courts, armies and cuftom- houfes, all over: 
the world. his fa@ is fo notorious in Jamaica, that’ 
a‘law has lately been paffed in that ifland, which re-' 
quires’ a bond of 7. 200, inftead of an oath, from every 
captain that’ enters his veflel in’ the cuftom-houfe, 
as a fecurity for his veracity in the manifeft of his 
cargo, and for the. amount of his duties to the govern- 
ment. | 


Reafon and feripture (when perfe@ly underftood) 
are. never contrary to each other ; and revelation from 
God-can never give a fantion to that which is fo 
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evidently abfurd, and unfriendly to the intereffs of hus 
man fociety. Let us proceed then’ to examine the 
bible, and here we {hall find, that oaths. are as contrary 
to the precepts and fpirit of chriftianity as they are to” 
found reafon.. 


Before [mention either the precepts or the fpirit of 
the gofpel, which militate againft oaths, I fhall men- 
tion.a few of the cafes of fwearing which I find upon- 
record in the New Teftament. I hall firft’ mention. 
the precedents. in favour of this praétice, and then: 
the precepts and precedents againft it. 


The jf pfteedcat I hall: produce, is taken from 
the example of the devil, who addrefles our Saviour 
in an oath, in Mark vy. 7. “ What have I to do 
with thee, Jefus, thou fon of the moft high God ?T . 
adjure thee by God that thou torment me not.” 


A jfecond precedent. is taken from the example of 
the high prieft, who addreffes our Saviour in an oath 
in Matthew, xxvi. 63. ‘ Iadjure thee,” fays he, juft. 
before he confents to his death, « by the living Ged,. 
that thou tell us whetherthou be the Chrift the fon- 
of God.” It has been faid that there was no impro- 
priety in this mode of expreffion, otherwife our Sa-: 
viour would have rebuked it: but let it be remem= 
bered, that he ftood before the tribunal of a high 
prieft, as a prifoner, and not asa teacher ; and hence 
we find he fubmits in /lence to all the prophane in- 
fults that were offered him. In this filent fubmifli~ 
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on to infult, he moreover fulfilled an ancient prophefy’ 
‘‘ he is brought asa lamb to the flaughter and as a 
theep before his thearers is dumb, fo he openeth not 
his mouth” Ifaiah Lim, 7. 


Peter furnifhes a ¢hird inftance of {wearing. 
« And again he denied” (fays. Matthew, chap. xxvr. 
72.) ‘© with ah cath, I know not the man.” — It 
would feem’ from_this. account, that a bare affirma- 
tion was fo characteriftic of a disciple of Jefus Chrift, 
that Peter could not ufe a: more dire€&t method. to 
convince the maid, who charged him with being a 
follower of Jefus of Nazareth, that he was sot a 
chriftian, than by having recourfe to the Jewifh and’ 
pagan practice of taking an oath. 


Herod furnithes.a fourth inftatice’ of {wearing, in’ 
Matthew xrv. 7, when he promifed to give the daugh- 
ter of Herodias whatever fhe fhould afk of him: fhe 
afked for John the baptift’s head in a charger : the 
king repented of his hafty promife ; ‘ neverthelefs, 
for the oath’s fake, and them which fat with him at 
meat, he commanded it to be given her.” Here 
it is evident he would have violated a common pro- 
mife. But if common promifes are not held facred, 
Gnd binding, there is an end of a great portion of 
truth in fociety, and of all the order and happinefs 
which arife from it. To fecure conftant and uni- 


yerfal truth, men fhould fwear always or not at all, 
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A fifth precedent for {wearing we find in the xix 
of Acts and 13th verfe. «Then, certain of the vaga- 
bond Jews, exorciits, took upon them to call over 
them which had evil {fpirits, the name of the Lord 
Jefus, faying, we adjure thee, by Jefus whom Paul 
- preacheth. And the man in whom the evil fpirit 
was, leaped on them, and overeame them; fo that 
they fled out of the houfe naked and wounded.” 


_. The Jaf precedent for {wearing that I fhall men- 
tion, is the one related in Adts xxiii. 21f. It con- 
tains an account of forty men who had bound them- 
felves, by an oath, not to eat or drink, until they had 
killed. St. Paul. It would. feem that this banditti 
knew each. other perfectly, and that they would. not 
aét.together under the form of a common obligation. 
The occafion indeed, feems to require an oath. It 
was.an aflociation to commit murder. a | am difpof- 
ed to fufpect that oaths were introduced originally 
te compel men to do things that were contrary to 


juftice, or to their confciences. 


In mentioning the precepts and precedents that 
are to be found in the new teftament againft fwear- 
ing, the following ftriking paflage, taken from Matthew 
v. verfes 34, 35, 36, 37, fhould alone determine the 
queftion.. * Swear not at all, neither by heaven, for 
it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is his 
footftool 5 nor by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the 


S 


130 ON OATES. 


great king. Neither fhalt thou fwear by thy head, 
becaufe thou canft not make one hair white or black 
But let your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay; 
for whatfoever is more than thefe, cometh of evil.” 


The words of the apoftle James, are equally pointed 
again{t fwearing, chap. v. 12. ‘¢ But above all things 
my brethren, {wear not, neither by heaven, neither by 
the earth, neither by any other oath; but let your yea, 
be yea, and your nay, nay ; left ye fall into condemna- 


tion.” 


“I know, thefe paffages are faid to be levelled only 
againit profane {wearing in common converfation, but 
this will appear improbable when we reflect, that our 
Saviour’s words were addreffed exclufively to his dif- 
ciples, and that the epiftle of St. James, from whence 
the prohibition of {wearing is taken, is directed to a 
number of pious converts to chriftianity, none of 
whom, any more than the difciples of our Lord, could 
be fufpeéted of profane fwearing in common conver- 
fation. Both paflages equally condemn oaths of every. 
kind, and demonftrate their contrariety to the gofpel 


difpenfation, 


| There is a peculiar meaning in the reafon which 
is given for the prohibition of fwearing in the pre- 
cept, of our Saviour, viz. that any thing more than a 
bare affirmation, cometh of evil. Yes, it came originally 
from the univerfal prevalance of falfehood in fociety 5 
but the chriftian religion, by opening new fources of 


anoral and religious obligation, and by difcovering more 
“fully the beauty and rewards of truth and deformity, 
and future punifhment of falfehood, has rendered the 
obligation of oaths wholly unneceffary. They com- 
ported with the feeble difcoveries of the Jewifh, and 
the numerous corruptions of the pagan religions; but 
they are unneceflary under that full and clear manifes- 
tation of the divine will which is contained in the 
gofpel. Czefar’s wife fhould not be fufpected.— With 
how much more propriety fhould this be faid of 
the veracity of a chriftian, than of the’ chaftity of 
the wife of a heathen emperor, Every time a chriftian 
{wears, he expofes the purity and truth of his religion 
to fufpicion. “ As for you, Petrarch, your word is 
fufficient,” faid the cardinal Colonna, in an enquiry 
into the caufe of a riot that had happened in his fami- 
ly, while that celebrated poet was a member of it; 
and in which he exacted an oath from cvery cther 
member of his family, not excepting his own brother, 
the bifhop of Luna. The fame addrefs thould be made 
to every chriftian, when he is called upon to declare 
the truth.» ** You believe in a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhment—you profefs to be the follower of 
that Being who has inculcated a regard for truth, 
under the awful confideration'of his ommifcience, and 
who has emphatically Ryled himfelf the srRuTH.” 
Your word, therefore, is fufficient. 


A nobleman is permitted, by the laws of England, 
to declare the truth upon his Aowour. The profeffion 
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of chriftianity is declared in icripture to be an-high 
calling, and chriftians are faid to be priefs and kings. 
Strange! that perfons of fuch high rank, fhould be 
treated with lefs refpect:than Englifh noblemen 3 and 
fill more ftrange! that perfons poffefling thefe auguft 
titles, fhould: betray their illuftrious birth and dignity, 
by conforming. to a practice which tends: fo much 

to invalidate ‘the truth and excellency: of their re- | 
ligion. 

It is very remarkable, that in all the accounts we 
have. of the intercourfe of our Saviour with his dif 
ciples, and of their fubfequent intercourfe with each 
other, there is no mention made of a fingle oath being 
taken by either of them. 


Perhaps there never was an event in which the 
higheft degrees of evidence were more neceflary, than 
they were to eftablifh the truth of the refurreCtion 
of our Saviour, as on the truth .of this miracle depen- 
ded the credibility of the chriftian religion. Butin 
the eftablifhment of the truth of this great event, no 
oath is taken, or required: The witneffes of it fimply 
yelate’ what they faw; and are believed by all the 
difciples except one,» who {till aemembered:too well 
the prohibition: of his! mafter, “{wear not at all,” to 
afk: for'an oath to remove: his unbelief. 


It is worthy of notice likewife, ‘that no prepofterous 
oathlof office is required of the difeiples when they 
affume the apoftolic: character; and are fent.forth to 
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preach the gofpel to ‘all nations.. How unlike the 
fpirit of the gofpel are thofe human conftitutions and 
laws, which require oaths of fidelity, every year ! and 
which appear to be founded in the abfurd idea that 
men are at all times the gyardians of their own 


virtue. 


- ‘There can be no doubt of chriftians having uniform- 
ly refufed to take an oath in the firft ages of) the 
church: nor did they conform to this pagan cuftom, 
till after chriftianity was corrupted by a mixture with 


many other parts of the pagan and Jewith religions. 


There are two arguments in favour of oaths 
which are derived from the new teftament, and which 
remain to be refuted.—1ft. St. Paul ufes feveral ex- 
preffions in his epiftles which amount to oaths, and 
even declares ‘an oath to be the end of ftrife.” It 
was the character of St. Paul, that he became ‘all 
things to all men. He circumcifed as well as baptized 
Jews, and he proves the truth of revelation by a quota- 
tion from a heathen poet. Oaths were apart of the 
Jewith and pagan inftitutions—and, like feveral other 
ceremonies, for fome time, continued to retain a 
{trong hold of the prejudices of the new converts to 
chriftianity... But the above words of the Apoftle, 
which have been urged in favor of {fwearing, are by no 
means intended'to apply to common life.’ They have 
a retrofpe&t. to the promife made'to Abraham of «the 
coming of the Meffiah, and were defigned to thew the 
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certainty of that event in'a language which was accom- 
modated to the idea of the Jewith nation, 


2d. It has beeen faid, that the great Jehovah 
frequently {wears, both in the old and new teftament, 
and that the angel who is to found the laft trumpet 


2? 


will ««fwearthat time fhallbeno more.” Every exprefli- 
on of this kind fhould be confidered as an accomodation 
to. Jewifh and pagan cuftoms, in order to render the 
truths of revelation more intelligible and acceptable. 
The Supreme Being, for the fame reafons, often 
affumes to himfelf the violent paflions, and even the 
features and fenfes of men; and yet who can fuppofe 
it proper to afcribe either of them to a ‘Being, one 
of whofe perfeétions confifts in.his exilting as a pure 


unchangeable fpirit. 


_ If oaths are contrary to reafon, and have a pernicious 
influence upon morals and the order of fociety ; and 
above all, if they are contrary to the precepts and 
{pirit of the gofpel; it becomes legiflators and minis- 
ters of the gofpel to confider how far they are refponfi- 
ble for all the falfehood, profane {wearing and perjury 
that exiftin fociety. It is in the power of legiflators 
to abolifh oaths, by expunging them from our laws; 
and it is in the power of minifters of the gofpel, by 
their influence and example, to render truth fo fimple 
and obligatory, that human governments fhall be 
afhamed to afk any other mode of ‘declaring ity from. 
Chriftians, than by a bare affirmation. 
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The friends of virtue and freedom have beheld, 
with great pleafure, a new conftitution eftablifhed 
in the United States, whofe objets are peace, union and 
juftice. Ut willbe in the power of the firft congrefs 
that fhall act under this conftitution, to fet the world 
an example of enlightened policy, by framing laws 
that fhall command obedience without the abfurd and 
improper obligation of oaths. By this means they 
will add the reftoration and eftablifhment of rrutu, 
to the great and valuable objets of the conftitution 


that have been mentioned. 
Fan. 20 1789. 


AN FNQUIRY INTO THE EFFECTS OF PUBLIC PU- 
NISHMENTS UPON CRIMINALS, AND UPON SOCIETY. 
Reap IN THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING POLITI- 
CAL ENQUIRIES, CONVENED AT THE HOUSE OF 
BenjJaMin FRANKLIN, ESQ, IN PHILADELPHIA, 
-Marcn oth, 1784. 
*¢ Accuftomed ‘to'look up to thofe nations from whom we have defived 
** our origin, for our laws, owr opinions, and our manners 5 we have re- 
€* tained, with undiftinguithing reverence, their errors, with their im- 
‘* provements; have blended, with our public in{titutions, the policy of 
‘¢ diffimilar countries ; and have grafted, on an infant commonwealth, 


** the manners of ancient and corrupted monarchies.””> PREFACE TO 
THE LAWS OF THE SOCIETY FOR POLITICAL ENQUIRIES. 


‘ 


j A ee defign of punifhment is faid to be, rift, 

to reform the perfon who fuffers it ; 2dly, 
to prevent the perpetration of crimes, by exciting ter- 
ror in the minds of fpectators ; and, 3dly, to remove 
thofe perfons from fociety, who have manifefted, by 
their tempers and crimes, that they are unfit to live 


in it. 


From the firft inftitution of governments, in every 
age and country (with but a few exceptions) legifla- 
tors have thought that punifhments fhould be public, 
in order to anfwer the two firft of thefe intentions. 
It will require fome fortitude to combat opinions that 
have been fantified by fuch long and general preju- 
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dice, and fupported by univerfal praétice. But truth 
in government, as well as in philofophy, is. of pro- 
greflive growth. As in philofophy, we often arrive 
at truth by rejeting the evidence of our fenfes; fo 
in government, we often arrive at it, after divorcing 
our firft thoughts. Reafon, though depofed and op- 
preffed, is the only juft fovereign of the human mind. 
Difcoveries, it is true, have been made by accident 5 
but ‘they have derived their credit and ufefulnefs only 
from their according with the decifions of reafon. 


In medicine, above every other branch of philofophy, 
we perceiv¢ many inftances of the want of relation 
between the apparent caufe and effet. Who, by 
reafoning a priori, would fuppofe, that the hot regimen 
was not preferable to the cold, in the treatment of 
the {mall-pox ? But experience teaches us, that this 
is not the cafe. Caufe and effect appear to be rela- 
ted in philofophy, like the obje€ts of chemiftry. Simi- 
lar bodies often repel each other, while bodies that 
are diffimilar in figure, weight and quality, often 
unite together with impetuofity. © With our prefent 

imperfect degrees of knowledge of the properties of 
bodies, we can difcover thefe chemical relations only 
by experiment. ‘The fame may be faid of the connee- 
tion between cau/e and effec, in many parts of govern- 
ment. This conneé€tion often accords with reafon, 
while it is repugnant to our fenfes—and when this is 


not the cafe, from our inability to perceive it, it forces 


fk 
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eur confent from the teftimony of experience and ob- 


fervation. 


It has been remarked, that the profeffion of arms 
owes its prefent rank, as a {cience, to its having been 
refcued, fince the revival of letters, from the hands of 
mere foldiers, anid cultivated by men acquainted with 
other branches of literature. The reafon of this is plain. 
Truth isan unit. It is the fame thing in war—philo- 
fophy—medicine—morals—teligion and government ; 
and in proportion as we arrive at it in one fcience, we 


fall difcover it in others. 


After this apology, for diffenting from the eftablith- 
ed opinions and practice, upon the fubject of public 
punifhments, I fhall take the liberty of declaring, that 
the great ends propofed, are not to be obtained by 
them 3 and that, on the contrary, all public punifhments 
tend to make bad men worfe, and to increafe crimes, 
by their influence upon fociety. 

{. The reformation of a criminal can never be ef- 
fected by a public punifhment, for the following rea- 
fons. 

ft. As it is always conneéted with infamy, it de- 
ftroys in him the fenfe of fhame, which is one of the 


ftrongeit out-pofts of virtue. 


adly. It is generally of fuch fhort duration, as to 
produce none of thofe changes in body or mind, which 
are abfolutely neceflary to reform obftinate habits of 


vice. 


PUBLIC PUNISHMENTS. . Be 


3dly. Experience proves, that public punifhments 
have increafed propenfities to crimes. A man who has 
loft his character at a whipping-poft, has nothing va- 
juable left to lofe in fociety. Pain has begotten infen- 
fibility tothe whip ; and infamy to fhame. Added to 
his old habits of vice, he probably feels a fpirit of re- | 
venge again{t the whole community, whofe laws have 
inflicted his punifhment upon him ; and hence he is fti- 
mulated to add to the number and enormity of his out- 
rages upon fociety. The long duration of the punifh- 
ment, when public, by increafing its infamy, ferves on- 
ly to increafe the evils that have been mentioned. ‘The 
criminals, who were fentenced to work in the prefence 
ef the City of London, upon the Thames, during the 
late war, were prepared by it, for the perpetration of 
every crime, as foon as they were fet at liberty from 


their confinement. I proceed, 


Il. To fhew, that public punithments, fo far from 
preventing crimes by the terror they excite in the 
minds of {pectators, are directly calculated to produce 


them. 


All men, when they fuffer, difcover either fortitude, 
infenfibility, or diftrefs. Let us inquire into the effeéts 
of each of thefe upon the minds of fpectators. 


ft. Fortitude is a virtue, that feizes fo forcible upon 
our efteem, that wherever we fee it, it never fails to 
weaken, or to obliterate, our deteftation of the crimes 
with which it is connected in criminals. § I call upon 


/ 
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<‘ you,” faid major Andre, at the place of execution 
to his attendants ‘ to bear witnefs, gentlemen, that 
«¢ Tdie like a brave man.” ‘The effect of this {peech 
upon the American army is well known. ‘The fpy 
was loft in the hero: and indignation, every where, 
gave way to admiration and praife. But this is not 
all: the admiration, which fortitude, under fuffering, 
excites, has in fome inftances excited envy. In Den- 
tmark uncommon pains are taken to prepare criminals 
for death, by the converfation and inftructions of the 
clergy... After this, they are conducted to the place 
of execution with uncommon pomp iand folemnity. 
The criminals, under thefe circumiftances, fuffer death 
with meeknefs—piety—and fometimes with dignity. 
Thefe effects of this, I have been well informed have 
been, in feveral inftances, to induce deluded people 
to feign or confefs crimes, which they had never com- 
mitted, on purpofe to fecure to themfelves a confpi- 
cuous death, and a certain entrance into happineis. 
There is fomething in the prefence of a number of 
{pectators, which 1s calculated to excite and ftrength- 
en fortitude in a fufferer. It is not fo} difficult a 
thing,” faid Lewis XIV. to his courtiers, who ftood 
round his death-bed, to die, as I expeéted.” «© No 
<¢ wonder,” fays Voltaire, who relates this anecdote, 
“ for all men die with fortitude, who die in company.” 
The bravery of foldiers is derived in a great degree, 
from the operation of this principle in the human 
mund. | . 
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adly. If criminals difeover infenfibility under their 
punifhments, the effeét of it muft be ftill more fatal 
upon fociety. It removes, inftead of exciting terror. 
In fome inftances, I conceive it may excite a defire in 
the minds of perfons whom debt or fecret guilt has 
made miferable, to feek an end of their diftreffes in 
‘the fame enviable apathy to evil. Should this infen- 
fibility be connected with chearfulnefs, which is fome- 
times the cafe, it muft produce ftill more unfriendly 
effe&ts upon fociety. But terrible muft be the con- 
fequence of this infenfibility and chearfulnefs, if they 
fhould lead criminals, to retaliate upon the inhuman 
curiofity of {peétators, by profane or indecent infults 


or converfation. 


adly.. The effets of diftrefs in criminals, though 
lefs obvious are not lefs injurious to fociety, than forti- 
tude or infenfibility. By an immutable law of our 
nature, diftrefs of all kinds, when /een, produces fympa- 
thy, and a difpofition to relieve it. This fympathy, 
in generous minds, is not leflened by the diftrefs being 
the offsprmg of crimes: on the contrary, even the 
crimes themfelves are often palliated by the reflection 
that they were the unfortunate confequences of extreme 
poverty—of feducing company—or of the want of 
a virtuous education, from the jofs or negligence 
of parents in early life. Now, as the diftrefs which 
the criminals fuffer, is the effect of a law of the ftate, 
which cannot be refifted, the fympathy of the fpec- 
tator is rendered abortive, and returns empty to the 
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bofom in which it was awakened. Let us briefly 
examine the confequences of this abortive fympathy 
in fociety. It will not be neceflary here to dwell 
upon all the advantages of this principle ‘in human 
nature. It will be fufficient to obferve, that it is the 
vicegerent of the divine benevolence in our world. 
It is intended to bind up all the wounds which fin : 
and death have made amoyg mankind. It has foun- 
ded hofpitals—erected charity-fchools—and connected 
the extremes of happinefs and mifery together in every 
part of the globe. Above all, fenfibility is the _centi- 
nelof the moral faculty. It decides upon the quality 
of the actions before they reach that divine principle 
of the foul. It is of itfelf, to ufe the words of an 
elegant female ‘poet*, 
«CA hafty moral—a fudden fenfe of right.” 


If fuch are the advantages of fenfibility, now what. 
mauft bethe confequences to fociety, of extirpating or 
‘weakening it in the human breaft ? But public punifh- 
ments are calculated to produce this effect. To prove 
this, I muft borrow an analogy from the animal 
ceconomy.—The fenfibility of the human body is faid 
to be aéive and pafive. Vhe firft is connected with 
motion and fenfation ; the fecond only with fenfation, 
The firft is increafed, the fecond is diminifhed, by the 
repetition of impreflions. The fame phenomena take 
place in the human mind. Senfibility here is both aé?ive 
and pafive. Paflive fenfibility isleffened, while that which 


% Wits Moore. 
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is active is increafed by habit. The paffive fenfibility 
of a phyfician, to the diftrefs of his patients, is al- 
ways, diminithed, but his active fenfibility is always 
increafed by time; hence we find young phyficians 
feel moft— but old phyficians, with lefs feeling, di/- 
cover moit fympathy with their patients. 


If fuch be the conftitution of our minds, then the 
effects, of diftrefs upon them will be, not only to def- 
troy pafhve, but to eradicate active fenfibility from 
them. The principle of fympathy, after being often 
oppofed by the law of the ftate, which forbids it to 
relieve the diftrefs it: commiferates, will ceafe to ack 
altogether ; and, from this défect of action, and the 
habit arifing from it, will foon lofe its place in the 
human breaft. Mifery of every kind will then be 
contemplated without emotion or fympathy.—The 
widow and the orphan—the naked—the fick, and the 
prifoner, will have no avenue to our fervices or our 
charity—and what is worfe than all, when the cen. 
tinel of our moral faculty is removed, there is no- 


thing to guard the mind from the inroads of every 


pofitive vice. 
{ 


T pafs over the influence of this fympathy in its firft 
operation upon the government of the ftate. While 
we pity, we fecretly condemn the law which inflicts 
the punifhment: hence, arifes a want of refpect for 
was in general, and a more feeble union of the 
great ties of government. 
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I have only to add, upon this part of my fubject, 
that the pernicious effects of fympathy, where it does 
not terminate in action, are happily provided againft 
by the Jewifh law. Hernce'we read of a prohibition 
againft it where perfons fuffer for certain crimes. To 
fpeCtators, the voice of heaven, under fuch circumftan- 


ces, is, “ thine eye fhall not pity him.” 


4thly. But it is pofhible the characters or conduct 
of criminals may be fuch, as to excite indignation 
or contempt inftead of pity, in the minds of fpec- 
tators. Let us there enquire, briefly, into the effects 
of thefe paflions upon the human mind. Every 
body acknowledges our obligations to univerfal benevo- 
lence; but thefe cannot be fulfilled, unlefs we love 
the whole human race, however diverfified they may 
be by weaknefs or crimes. The indignation or con- 
tempt which is felt for this unhappy part of the great 
family of mankind, muft neceflarily extinguifh a large; 
portion of this univerfal love. Nor is this all 
the men, or perhaps the women whofe perfons we 
deteft, poflefs fouls and bodies compofed of the 
fame materials as thofe of our friends and relations. 
aK © hey are bone of their bone; and were originally 
_fafhioned with the fame fpirits. What, then, muft be 
the confequence of a familiarity with fuch objects of 
horror, upon our attachments and duties to our friends 
and connections, or to the reft of mankind? If a 
{peCtator fhould give himfelf time to refled upon 


fuch a fight of human depravity, he would naturally 
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recoil from the embraces of friendthip, and the endear- _ 


ments of domettic life, and perhaps fay with an unfor- 


tunate great man, after having experienced an inftance . 


of treachery in a friend, «« Oh! that I were a dog, 
« that I might not call man my brother.” The 
Jewith law forbade more than nine and thirty lathes, 
left the fufferer fhould afterwards become § vile” in 
- the fight of fpeCtators. It is the prerogative of God 


alone, to contemplate the vices of bad men, without: 


withdrawing from them the fupport of his benevolence. 


Hence we find, when he appeared in the world, in 


the perfon of his Son, he did not exclude criminals. 


from the benefits of his goodnefs. He difmiffed a. 


women caught in the perpetration of a crime, which | 


was capital by the Jewith law, with a friendly adimoni- 


tion: and he opened the gates of paradife to a dying: | 


thief. ; 


sthly. But let us fuppofe, that criminals are viewed 
without fympathy—indignation—or contempt—This 


will be the cafe, either when the {peétators are them- 


felves hardened with vice, or when they are too young, 


or too ignorant, to connect the ideas of crimes and 


punifhments together. Here, then, a new fource of 


injury arifes from the public nature of punifhments. 
Every portion of them will appear, to fpeétators of 
this defcription, to be mere arbitrary aéts of cruelty : 
hence will arife a difpofition to exercife the fame 


arbitrary cruelty over the feelings and lives of their 


fellow creatures. To fee blows, or a halter, impofed’ | 


WU 
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in’ cold blood upon a criminal, whofe paffive 
behaviour, operating with the ignorance of the fpecta- 
tors, indicates innocence more than vice, cannot fail 
of removing the natural obftacles to violence and mur- 


der in the human mind. 


4 
& 


6thly. Public punifhments make many crimes known 
to perfons who would otherwife have pafled through 
life in a total ignorance of them. They moreover 
produce fuch a familiarity, in the minds of {peCtators, 
with the crimes for which they are inflicted, that, 
in fome inftances, they have been known to excite a 
propenfity for them. It has been remarked, that a 
cértain immorality has always kept pace with pub- 
li¢ admonitions in the churches in the eaftern ftates. 
In proportion as this branch of ecclefiaftical difcipline 
has declined, fewer children have been born out of 


wedlock. 


athly. Ignominy is univerfally acknowledged to be 
‘a -worfe punifhment than death. Let it not be fup- 
pofed, from this circumftance, that it operates more 
than the fear of death in preventing crimes. On the 
contrary, like the indifcriminate punifhment of death, 
it not only. confounds and levels all crimes, but by 
increafing the difproportion between crimes and punifh- 
ments, it creates a hatred of all law and govern- 
ment; and thus difpofes to the perpetration of every 
crime. Laws can only be refpeéted and obeyed, while 


they bear an exact proportion to crimes.—The law 


» 
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which punifhes the fhooting of a fwan with death, in 
England, has produced a thoufand murders. Nor is 
this all the mifchievous influence, which the punifh- 
ment of ignominy has upon fociety. While murder 
is punifhed with death, the man who robs on the 
high-way, or breaks open a houfe, muft want the 
common feelings and principles which belong to 
human nature, if he does not add murder to theft, in 
order to {creen himfelf, if he fhould be detected, from 
that punifhment which is acknowledged to be more 
terrible than death. 


Tt would feem ftrange, that ignominy fhould ever 
have been adopted, as a milder punifhment than death, 
did we not know that the human mind feldom arrives 
at truth upon any fubject, till it has firft reached 


the extremity of error. 


8thly. But may not the benefit derived to fociety, 
by employing criminals to repair public roads, or to 
clean ftreets, overbalance the evils that have been 


mentioned? I anfwer, by no means. On the contra- 


, 


ry, befides operating in ove, or in a// the ways that have 


been defcribed, the pra@tice of employing criminals in 
public labour, will render labour of every kind difre- 
putable, more efpecially that fpecies of it, which has 
for its objects the convenience or improvement of the 
flate. It is a well-known fact, that white men foon 
decline labour in the Weft Indics, and in the fouthern 


{tates, only becaufe the agriculture, and mechanical 


pn 
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' employments of thofe countries, are carried on chiefly 
( by negro flaves. But I object further to the employ. 
ment of criminals on the high-ways and {ftreets, from. 
the idlenefs it will create, by alluring fpectators from 
their bufinefs, and thereby depriving the ftate of great-. 
er benefits from the iaduftry of it§ citizens, than it can 


ever derive from the labour of criminals. . 


The hiftory of public punifhments, in every age and 
country, is full of facts, which fupport every principle 
that has been advanced. , What has been the operation 
of the feventy thoufand executions, that have taken 
place in Great Britain from the year 1688, to the pre- 
fent day, upon the morals and manners of the inhabi- 
tants of that ifland ? Has not every prifon-door that has 
been opened, to conduét criminals to public fhame and 
punifhment, unlocked, at the fame time, the bars of 
moral obligation upon the minds of ten times the num- - 
ber of people ? How often do we find pockets picked 
under a gallows, and highway robberies committed 
in fight of a gibbet ? From whence arofe the confpira- 
cies, with affaffinations and poifonings, which prevailed 
in the decline of the Roman empire? Were they not | 
favoured by the public executions of the amphitheatre ? 
It is therefore to the combined operation of indolence, 
prejudice, ignorance and the defect of culture of the 
human heart, alone, that we are to afcribe the conti- 
nuance of public punifhments, after fuch long and mul- 
tiplied experience of their inefficacy to reform bad men, 


or to prevent the commiflion of crinies. 
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* TH. Let it not be fuppofed, from any thing that has 
been faid, that I with to abolifh punifhments. Far 
from it: I with only to change the place and manner 
of infliting them, fo as to render them effectual for ; 
the reformation of criminals, and beneficial to fociety. 
Before I propofe @ plan for this purpofe, I beg leave 
to deliver the following general axioms: 


Tits The human mind is difpofed to exaggerate 
every thing that is removed from it, by time or 


place. 


2dly. It is equally difpofed to enquire after, and to 


magnify fuch things as are facred. 


3dly. It always afcribes the extremes in qualities, 
to things that are unknown; and an excefs in duration, 


to indefinite time. 


Athly. Certain and definite evil, by being long con- 
templated, ceafes to be dreaded or avoided. A fol- 
dier foon lofes, from habit the fear of death in 
battle ; but retains, in common with other people, the 


terror of death from ficknefs or drowning. 


sthly. An attachment to kindred and fociety is one 
of the ftrongeft feelings of the human heart. A fepe- 
paration from them, therefore has ever been confider- 
ed as one of the. fevereft pwnifhments that. can be in- 


flicted upon man. 
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6thly. Perfonalliberty is fo dear to all men, that 
the lofs of it, for an indefinite time, is a punifh- 
ment fo fevere, that death has often been preferred 


to it. 


Thefe axioms being admitted ‘’ they cannot be. 


controverted) I fhall proceed next to apply them, 
by fuggefting a plan for the punifhment of crimes, 
which, I flatter myfelf, will anfwer all the ends that 


have been propofed by them. 


1. Let alarge houfe be erected ina convenient part 
of the ftate. Let it be divided inte a number of apart- 
ments, referving one large room for public worfhip. 


Let cells be provided for the folitary confinement of 


fuch perfons as are of a refra€tory temper. Let the 


houfe be fupplied with the materials, and inftruments 


for carrying on fueh manufactures as\ can be con- 
ducted with the Jeaft inftruétion, or previous know- 
ledge. Let a garden adjoin this houfe, in which 
the culprits may occafionally work, and walk. ‘This 
fpot will have a beneficial effet not only upon health, 
but morals, for it will lead them toa familiarity with 
thofe pure and natural objects which are calculated to 
renew the connection of fallen man with his creator. 
Let the name of this houfe convey an idea of its bene- 
volent and falutary defign, but let it by no means be cal- 
Jed a prifon, or by ony other name that is aflociated 
with what is infamous in the opinion of mankind. 


Let the direction of this inftitution be committed to 


————< ~~ 
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perfons of eftablifhed charaéters for probity, difcretion 
and humanity, who fhall be amenable at all times to 


the legiilature, or courts of the ftate. 


adly. Let the various kinds of punifhment, that are 
to. be inflicted on crimes, be defined and fixed by law. 
But let no notice be taken, in the law, of the punith- 
ment that awaits any particular crime. By thefe means, 
we fhall prevent the mind from accuftoming itfelf to 
the view of thefe punifhmeats, fo as to deftroy their 
terror by habit. The indifference and levity with 
which fome men fuffer the punifhment of hanging, 
is often dccafioned by an infenfibility which is contrac- 
ted by the fre quent anticipation of it, or by the appear- 
ance of the gallows fuggefting the remembrance of 
{cenes of criminal feftivity, in which it was the fubject 
of humour or fidicule. Befides, punifhments fhould 
always be varied in degree, according to the temper 
of criminals, or the progrefs of their reformation. 


3dly- Let the duration of punifhments, for all crimes, 
be limitted : but’let this limitation be unknown. 
I conceive this fecret to be of the utmoft importance 
in reforming. criminals, and preventing crimes. The 
imagination, when agitated with uncertainty, will fel- 
dom fail of connecting the longeft duration of pu- 
nifhment, with the fmalleft crime. 


I cannot conceive any think more calculated to dike.) San 


fnfe terror through a community, and thereby to 


iw 
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prevent crimes, than the combination of the three cir, 
cumftances that have been mentioned in punifhments- 
Children will prefs upon the evening fire in liftening 
to the tales that will be {pread from this abode of 
mifery. Superftition will add to its horrors: and ro- 
mance will find in it ample ' materials for fiction, 
which cannot fail of increafing the terror of its 


punifhments, 


Let it not be objected, that the terror produced 
by the hiftory of thefe fecret punifhments, will ope- 
rate like the abortive fympathy, I have defcribed. 
Aétive fympathy can. be fully excited only through 
the avenues of the eyes and the ears. Befides,. che 
recollection that the only defign of punifhment is the 
reformation of the criminal will fufpend the a€tion 
of fympathy altogether. We liften with palenefs to 
the hiftory of a tedious and painful operation in fur. 
gery, without a wifh to arreft the hand of the ope- 
rator. Our fympathy, which in this cafe is of the 
paffeve kind, is mixed with pleafure, when we are 
aflured, that there is a certainty of the operation being 


the means of faving the life of the fufferer. 


Nor let the expence of erecting and fupporting a 
houfe of repentance, for the purpofes that have been 
mentioned, deter us from the undertaking. It would 
be eafy to demonftrate, that it will not coft one 
fourth as much as the maintenance of the numerous 


jails that are now neceffary in every well regulated 
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ftate. But why fhould receptacles be provided and 
| fupported at an immenfe expenfe, in every country, 
for the relief of perfons afflicted with bodily difor- 
ders, and an objeétion be made to providing a place 
for the cure of the difeafes of the mind? 
| a 
The nature—degrees—and duration of the punifh- 
ments, fhould all be determined beyond a certain de- 
gree, by a court properly conftituted for that purpofe, 
and whofe bufinefs it fhould be to vifit the receptacle 


for criminals once or twice a year. 


I am aware of the prejudices of freemen, againft en- 
truiting power to a difcretionary court. But let it be 
remenabered, that no power is committed to this court, 
but what is poflefled by the different. courts of juftice 
in all free countries ; nor.fo much as isnow wifely and 
neceffarily poflefled by the fupreme and inferior courts, 
in the’execution of the penal laws of Pennfylvania. I 
fhall fpend no time in defending the confiftency of pri- 
vate punifhments, with a fafe and free government. 
Truth, upon this fubje@t, cannot be divided. If pub- 
lic punifhments are injurious to criminals and to foci- 
ety, it follows that crimes fhould be punithed in private, 
or not punithed at all. There is no alternative. The 
oppofition to private punifhments, therefore is founded 
altogether in prejudice, or in ignorance of the trwe 
principles of liberty. 


Xx 
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The fafety and advantages of private punifhments, 
will appear, further, when I add, that the beft governed 
families and fchools are thofe, in which the faults of 
fervants and chiidren are rebuked privately, and where 
confinement and folitude are preferred for correction, 

to the ufe of the rod. 4 


In order to render thefe punifhments effe€tual, they 
fhould be accommodated to the conftitutions and - 
tempers of the criminals, and the peculiar nature of 
their crimes. Peculiar attention fhould be paid, like- 
wife, in the nature, degrees, and duration of punith- 
ments, to crimes, as they arife from paflion, habit 


or temptation. 


“The punifhments, fhould confift of bodily pain, la- 
bour, watchfulnefs, folitude, and filence. They fhould 
all be joined with cleanlinefs and a fimple diet. To | 
afcertain the nature, degrees, and duration of the bodily 
pain, will require fome knowledge of the principles 
of fenfation, and of the fympathies which occur in 
the nervous fyflem. ‘The labour fhould be fo regula- 
~ ted and direéted, as to be profitable to the ftate. Befides 
employing criminals in laborious and ufeful manufac- 
tures, they may be compelled to derive all their fub- 
fiftance from a farm and a garden, cultivated by their 
own hands, adjoining the place of their confine- 
Mette rh. / 


Thefe punifhments may be ufed feparately, or more 


or lefs combined, according to the nature of the crimes, 
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er according to the variations of the conftitution and 
temper of the criminals. In the application of them, 
the utmoft poflible advantages fhould be taken of the 
laws of the affociation of ideas, of habit, and of imi- 


tation. 


To render thefe phyfical remedies more effectual] 
they fhould be accompanied by regular inftruction in. 
the principles and obligations of religion, by perfons 
appointed for that purpofe. _ 


Thus far I am fupported, in the application of the 
remedies I have mentioned, for the cure of crimes, 
by the facts contained in Mr. Howard’s hiftory of 
prifons, and by other obfervations. Tt remains yet 
to prefcribe the /pecific punifhment that is proper for 
each /peci crime. Here my {ubject begins to opprefs 
me. I have no more doubt of every crime having it, 
cure in moral and phyfical influence, than I have of 
the efficacy of the Peruvian bark in curing the in- 
termitting fever. ‘The only difficulty is, to find out | 
the proper remedy or remedies for particular vices. 
Mr Dufriche de Walaye, in his elaborate treatife upon 
penal laws, has performed the office of a pioneer upon 
this difficult fubjeGt. He has divided erimes into claf- 
fes ; and has affixed punifhments to each of them, in 
a number of ingenious tables. Some of the connec- 
tions he has eftablifhed, between crimes and punifh- 
ments, appear to be juft. But many of his punifhments 


are contrary to the firft principles of action in man 3 


Ce pe me ne PE 
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and allof them are, in my opinion, improper, as far 
as he orders them to be inflicted in the eye of the public. 
His attempt, however, is laudable, and delerves the 


praife of every friend to mankind. 


If the invention of a machine for facilitating labour, 
has been repaid with the gratitude of a country, how 
much more will that man deferve, who fhall invent the 
moft fpeedy and effectual methods of reftoring the vi- 
cious part of mankind to virtue and happinefs, and of 
extirpating a portion of vice from the world ? Happy 
condition of human affairs! when humanity, philo- 
fophy and chriftianity, fhall unite their influence to 
teach men, that they are brethren; and to prevent 
their preying any longer upon each other! Happy 
citizens of the United States, whofe governments 
permit them to adopt every difcovery in the moral 
or intelle¢tual world, that ]eads to thefe benevolent 


purpofes ! 


Let it not be objefted, that it will be impoflible for 
men, who have expiated their offences by the mode of 


punifhment that hag ‘been propofed, to recover their 


- former connections with fociety. This objection arifes 


from an unfortunate aflociation of,ideas. ‘The infamy 
of criminals is derived, not fo much from the remem- 
brance of their crimes, as from the recollection of 
the ignominy of their punifhments. Crimes produce 
3 ftain, which may be wafhed out by reformation, and 
which frequently wears away by time; but public. 


A 
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punifhments leave fcars which: disfigure the whole 
character; and hence perfons, who have fuffered 
them, are ever afterwards viewed with horror or aver- 
fion. If crimes were expiated by private difcipline, and 
fucceeded by reformation, criminals would probably 
fuffer no more in chara€ter from them, than men 
fuffer in their reputation or ufefulnefs from the punifh- 


ments they have undergone when boys at fchool. 


Lam fo perfectly fatisfied of the truth of this opinion, 
that methinks I already hear the inhabitants of our vil- 
Jages and townfhips counting the years that fhall com- 
plete the reformation of one of their citizens. I behold 
them running to meet himon the day of his deliverance. 
His friends and family bathe his cheeks with tears of 
joy; and the univerfal fhout of the neigbourhood is, 
«¢ This our brother was loft, and is found—was dead 


and is alive.” 


It has long been a defideratum in government, that 
there fhould exift in it no pardoning power, fince the 
certainty of punifhment operates fo much more than 
its feverity, or infamy, in preventing crimes. But where 


punifhments are exceflive in degree, or infamous from 


being public, a pardoning power is abfolutely necef-— 


fary. Remove their feverity and public infamy, and 
a pardoning power ceafes to be neceflary in a code of 
‘eriminal jurifprudence. Nay, further—it is fuch a 


defect in penal laws, as in fome mealure defeats every 


xe 


invention to prevent crimes, or to cure habits of vice. . 


( 
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If punifhments were moderate, juft, and private, they 
would exalt the feelings of public juitice and: henevos 
lence fo far above the emotions of humanity im wit- 
neffles, juries and judges, that they would forget to 
conceal, or to palliate crimes ; and the certainty of pu- 
nifhment, by extinguifhing all hope of pardon in the 
eriminal, would lead him to connect the beginning 
of his repentance with the laft words of his fentence 
of condemnation. ‘Yo obtain this great and falutary 
end, there fhould exift certain portions of punifhment, 
both in duration and degree, which fhould be placed 
by law beyond. the power of the difcretionary court 


before mentioned, to fhorten or mitigate. 


I have faid nothing upon the manner of in- 


flicting death as a punifhment for crimes, becaufe I 


confider it as an improper punifhment for amy crime. 


Even murder itfelf is propagated by the punishment 
of death for murder. Of this we have a remarkable 
proof in Italy. The duke of Tufcany foon after 
the publication of the marquis of Beccaria’s excellent 
treatife upon this fubject, abolifhed death as a punifh- 
ment for murder. A gentleman, who refided five 
vears at Pila, informed me, that only five murders 


had been perpetrated in his dominions in twent 
Pp 


years. Lhe fame gentleman added, that after has . 


refidence in Tufcany, he fpent three months in Rome, 
where death is {till the punifhment of murder, and 
where executions, according to Dr. Moore, are condu&t- 


ed with peculiar circumftances of public parade. Du- 


—— ol 
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ring this fhort period, there were fixty murders com- 
mitted in the precinéts of that city. It is remarkable, | . 
the manners, principles, and religion, of the inhabitants f 
of Tufcany and Rome, are exaétly the fame. The | 
abolition of death alone, asa punifhment for murder, 
produced this difference in the moral charaéter of | 


the two nations. 


I fafpect the attachment to death, as a punifh- 
ment for murder, in minds otherwife enlightened, 
upon the fubject of capital punifhments , arifes from 
a falfe interpretation of a paflage contained in the 
old teftament, and that is, * he that fheds the blood 
of man, by man fhall his blood be fhed.” This has 
been fuppofed to imply that blood -could only be ex- 
piated by blood. But Iam difpofed to believe, with 
a late commentator®* upon this text of {cripture, that 
“it is rather a prediction than a low. ‘The language of | 
it is fimply, that fuch will be the depravity and \ 
folly of man, that murder, in every age, thall beget | 
murder... Laws, therefore, which infli& death for , 
murder, are, in my opinion, as unchriftian as thofe 
which juftify or tolerate revenge ; for the obligations 
of chriftianity upon individuals, to promote repentance, 
to forgive injuries, and to difcharge the duties of 


univerfal benevolence, are equally. binding upon ftates. 


The power over human life, is the fole prero- | 


gative of him who gave it. Human laws, therefore, | 


* The reverénd Mr. William Turner, in the fecond vel. of Memoirs 


efthe Literary and Philofophical Society of Manchefter. 


j 
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i . * s e . all 
/ rife in rebellion againft this prerogative, when they 


transfer it to human hands. 


If fociety can be fecured from violence, by confining 
the murderer, fo as to prevent a repetition of -his 
crime, the end of extirpation will be anfwered. In 
confinement, he may be reformed : and if this fhould 
prove impracticable, he may be retrained for a term 


of years, that will probably, be coeval with his life. 


There was a time, when the punifhment of cap-— 


tives with death or fervitude, and the ihdifcriminate 
deftruction of peaceable hufbandmen, women, and 
children, were thought to, be eflential, to the fuccefs 
of war, and the fafety of ftates. But experience has 
taught us, that this is not the cafe. And in propor- 
tion as humanity has triumphed over thefe maxims 
of falfe policy, wars have been lefs frequent and terri- 
ble, and nations have enjoyed longer intervals of in- 
ternal tranquility. ‘The virtues are all parts of a circle. 
Whatever ishumane, is wife—whatever is wife, is 
juft—and whatever is wife, juft, and humane, will 
be found to be the true intereft of ftates, whether 
criminals or foreign enemies are the objects of their 


legiflation. 


s 


IT have taken no notice of perpetual banifhment, as 


a legal punifhment, as I confider it the next in de- 


gree, in folly and cruelty, to the yunifhment of death. 


If the receptacle for criminals, which has been pro- 


n 


\ 


PUBLIC PUNISHMENTS. 161 


pofed, is erected in a remote part of the ftate, it 
will act with the fame force upon the feelings of the 
human heart, as perpetual banifhment. Exile, when 
perpetual , by deftroying one of the.moft powerful prin- 
eiples of action in man, viz. the love of kindred and 
country, deprives us of all the advantages, which 
might be derived from it, in the bufinefs of reformation. 
While certain paffions are weakened, this noble paffion 
is ftrengthened by age: hence, by preferving this 
paffion alive, we furnifh a principle, which, in time 
may become an overmatch for thofe vicious habits, 
which feparated criminals from their friends and from 
fociety.- 


Notwithftanding this teftimony againft the. punifh- 
ment of death and perpetual banifhment, I cannot help 
adding, that there is more mercy tothe criminal, and 
lefs injury done to fociety, by both of them, than by 
public infamy and pain, without them. 


The great art of furgery has been faid to confift in 
faving, not in deftroying, or amputating the difeafed 
parts of the human body. Let governments learn to 
imitate, in this refpect, the fkill and humanity of the 
healing art. Nature knows no wafte in any of her 
operations. Even putrefaction itfelf is the parent of 
ufeful productions toman. Human ingenuity imitates 
nature in a variety of arts. Offal maters, of all kinds, 
are daily converted into the means of increafing the 
profits af induftry,and the pleafures of human life. 


xX 
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The foul of man alone, with all its moral and intel- 
Je€tual powers, when mifled by paflion, is abandoned, 
by the ignorance or cruelty of man, to unprofitable 


corruption, or extirpation. 


A worthy prelate of the church of England once 
faid upon feeing a criminal led to execution, * ‘There 
goes my wicked felf.” Confidering the vices to which 
the frailty of human nature expofes whole families of 
every rank and clafs in life, it becomes us, whenever 
we {ee a fellow creature led to public infamy and 
pain, to add further. There goes my unhappy 
father, my unhappy brother, or my unhappy fon,” 
and afterwards to afk ourfelves, whether private punifh- 


ments are not to be preferred to public. 


For the honour of humanity it can be faid, that in 
every age and country, there have been found perfons 
in whom uncorrupted nature has triumphed over 
cuftom and law. Elfe, why do we hear ef houfes 
being abandoned near to places of public execution? 
Why do we fee doors and windows fhut on the days 
or hours of criminal exhibitions ? Why do we hear 
of aid being fecretly afforded to criminals, to mitigate 
ot clude the feverity of their punifhments? Why is 
the public executioner of the law an object of fuch 
general deteftation 2? ‘Lhefe things are latent ftruggles 


of-reafon, or rather the fecret voice of God himfelf, 


{peaking in the human heart, againft the folly and. 


cruelty of public punifhment. 
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I fhall conclude this enquiry by obferving, that 
the fame. falfe religion and.philofophy, which once 
kindled the fire on the alter of perfecution, now doom 
the criminal to public ignominy and death. In pro- 
portion as the principles of philofophy and chriftianity 
are underftood, they will agree in extinguifhing the 
one, and deftroying the other. If thefe prineiples 
continue to extend their influence upon government, as 
they have done for fome years paft, I cannot help en- | 
tertaining a hope, that the time is not very diitant,. . 
when the gallows, the pillory, the ftocks, the whipp-. | 


sng- -poft and the wheel-barrow, (the ufual engines of | 


public punifhments) will be conneéted with the hiftory | 
of the rack and the ftake, as marks of the barbarity: 
of ages and countries, and as melancholy proofs of the 
feeble operation of reafon and religion upon the 
human mind. | 


i. 





AN ENQUIRY INTO THE CONSISTENCY OF THE PUNISH} 
MENT OF MURDER BY DEATH, WITH REASON AND 


REVELATION. 


1y HE Punifhment of Murder by Death, is 
contrary to reafon, and to the order and 
happinefs of fociety. 


t. It leffens the horror of taking away. human life, 


and thereby tends to multiply murders.. 


2. It produces murder by its influence upon pec- 
ple who are tired of life, and who, froma fuppofition 
that murder is a lefs crime than fuicideé, deftroy a life 
{and often that of a near connection) and afterwards 
deliver themfelves up to the laws of their ccuntry, 
that they may efcape from their mifery by means of a 
halter. 


3. The punifhment of murder by death multiplies 
murders, from the dificulty it creates of convicting 
perfons who are guilty of it. Humanity, revolting 
at the idea of the feverity and certainty of a capital 
punifhment, often fteps in, and colleéts fuch evidence 
in favour of a murderer, as {creens him from death 
altogether, or palliates his crime into manilaughter. 
Even the law itfelf favours the acquital of a murderer 


a 
ea 
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by making the circumftance of premeditation and 
malice, neceffary to render the offence, a capital crime. 
Mr. Townfend tells us in his travels into Spain* 
that feventy murders were perpetrated in Malaga in 
the 16 months which preceeded his vifit to that 
city, all of which efcaped with impunity, and pro- 
bably from the caufes which have been mentioned. 
If the punifhment of murder confifted in long con- 
finement, and hard labour, it would be proportioned 
to the meafure of our feelings of juftice, and every 
member of fociety would be a watchman, or a ma- 
giftrate, to apprehend a deftroyer of human life, and 
to bring him to punifhment. 


4. The punifhment of murder by death checks the 
operations of univerfal juftice, by preventing the 


punifhment of every fpecies of murder. 


5. The, punifhment of murder by death has been 
proved to be contrary to the order and happinefs of 
fociety, by the experiments of fome of the wifeft 
legiflators in Europe. ‘The Emprefs of Rufia, the 
King of Sweden, and the Duke of Tufcany, have 
nearly extirpated murder from their dominions, by 
converting its punifhments into the means of bene- 
fiting fociety, and reforming the criminals who per- 
petrate it. 


II. The punifhment of murder by death is con- 
trary to divine revelation. A religion which commands 


* Vol. 3. 
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us to forgive, and even to do good to, our. enemies, 
can never authorife the punifhment of murder by 
death.:: * Vengence is mine,” faid the Lord; « I 
will repay.” It is to mo purpofe to fay here, that 
this vengeance it taken out. of the hands of an indi-— 
vidual, and directed againft the criminal by the hand 
of, government. Ts is*equally an ufurpation of the 
preragative of heaven, whether it be inflicted by a 


fingle perfon, or by a whole community. 


‘Here T expeat ‘to meet with an appeal from the 
fetter and fpirit of the gofpel, to the law of Mofes, 
which’ ‘declares, “ he that killeth a° man fhall be 
put to death.” Forgive, indulgent heaven! the ig- 
norance and cruelty of man, which, by the mifap- 
plication of this text of {cripture, has fo long and fo 

often ftained the religion of. Jefus Chrift with folly 


and revenge 


The following confiderations, I hope, will preve 
that no argument can be deduced from.this law, to” 
juftify the punifhment of murder by death ;—on the 
contrary, that, feveral arguments againit it; may be 
derived from a juft and rational SER apation of that 
part of the begitsca! inftitutions. | 


‘4. There are many things in feripture above, but 
nothing contrary to, reafon. Now, the puniffiment - 
ef murder by death,,is contrary to reafon. It cannot, 


therefore, be agreeable to. the will of God. 
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2. The order and happinefs of fociety cannot. fail 
of being agrecableto the will of God. But the pu- 
nifhment of murder by death, deflroys the: order and 
happinefs of fociety. It muft therefore be contrary 
tothe will of God. 


3. Many of the laws given by Mofes, were accom- 
modated to the ignorance, w ickednefs, and hy ardnels 
“‘ of heart,” of the Jews., Hence their divine legi- 
flator’ expreisly, fays, * I gave them {tatutes that were 
“ not good, and judgments whereby they fhould not 
live.” Of this, the law which refpeéts divorces, and 
the law of retaliation, which required, “ an eye. for 
‘© an eye, and a tooth for a toot His" are remarkable 


inf{tances. 


But we are told, that the punifhment of murder by 
death, is founded not only on the law of Mofes, but 
upon a pofitive precept given to Noah and ‘his pofte- 


‘rity, that « whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall 


his blood be thed,” If the interpretation of this 
text given ina former eflay* be not admitted, I fhall » 
attempt to explain it by remarking, that foon after the 
flood, the infancy and weaknefs of fociety rendered it 
impofhble to punifh murder by confinement. There 
was therefore no medium between infli€ting. death 
upon a murderer, and fuffering him to efcape with 


impunity, and thereby to perpetrate more aéts of vio- 


tence again& his fellow. creatures. It pleafed Ged, 


in this condition of the world, to permit a lefs, ia 


* Enguiry into the effets of public punifhments. P- 159. 
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order to prevent a greater evil. He therefore commits 
for a while his exclufive power over human life, to 
his creatures for the fafety and prefervation of an 
infant fociety, which might otherwife have perifhed, 
and with it, the only ftock of the human race. The 


command indiretly implies that the crime of murder 


was not punifhed by death in the mature ftate of fo- 
ciety which exifted before the flood... Nor is this the 
only inftance upon record in the fcriptures in which 
God has delegated his power over human life to his 
creatures. Abraham expreffes no furprife at the com- 
mand which God gave him to facrifice his fon. He 


fubmits to it asa precept founded in reafon and natural 


juftice, for nothing could be more obvious, than that 


the giver of life had a right to claim it, when and in 
fuch manner as he pleafed. Till men are able to 
give life, it becomes them to tremble at the thought of 
taking it away. Will a man rob God ?—Yes—he 
robs him of what is infinitely dear to him—of his 


darling attribute of mercy, every time he deprives a 


_ fellow creature of life. 


~ 4. If the Mofaic law, with refpeét to murder, be 


obligatory upon Chriftians, it follows that it is equally 
. obligatory upon them to punifh adultery, blafphemy 


and other capital crimes that are mentioned in the 


| Levitical law, by death. Nor is this all: it juitifies 


the extirpation of the Indians, and the enflaving of 


the Africans ; for the command to the Jews te 


r 
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deftroy the Canaanites, and to make flaves of their 
heathen neighbours, is-as pofitive as the command 
which declares, “ that he that killeth aman, fhall furely 
be put to death.” | ef 


5. Every part of the Levitical law, is full of types 
of the Mefliah. May not the punifhment of death, 
inflicted by it, be intended to reprefent the demerit 
and confequences of fin, as the cities. of refuge were 
the ofices of the Mefliah? And may not the enlarge- 
ment of murderers who had fled to thofe cities of refuge, 
upon the death of a high prieft, reprefent the eternal 
abrogation of the law which infliGted death for murder, 


by the meritorious death of the Saviour of the world 2 


osieay sec aha fo imperfection and feverity of thefe laws 
wete probably intended farther—to illuftrate the: per- 
fe&tion 2nd mildnefs of the gofpel difpenfation. Tt is 
in this manner that God has manifefted himfelf in 
many of his acts. He created darknefs firft, to illuf- 
trate by comparifon the beauty of light, and he per- 
mits fin, mifery, and death in the moral world, that 
he may hereafter difplay more illuftrioufly the bleflings 
of righteoufnefs, happinefs, and immortal life. This 
opinion is favoured by St. Paul, who fays, * the 
«¢ law made nothing perfect, and that it was a 


© fhadow of good things to come.” 


R How delightful to difcover fuch an exaét harmony 
between the dictates of reafon, the order and hap- 
h , 
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pinefs of fociety, and the precepts of the gofpel! 
There is a perfe&t unity in truth. Upon all fubjects 


—inallagés—and in all countries—truths of every 


_kind agree with each other. I fhall now take notice 


of fome of the common arguments, which are made 
ufe of, to defend the punifhments of murder by death. 


1. Ithas been faid, that the common. fenfe. of all 


Nations, and particularly of favages, is in favour of 


punifhing murder by death. 


The common fenfe of all nations is in favour of 
the commerce and flavery of their fellow creatures. 
But this does not'take away from their immorality. 
Could it be proved that the Indians punifh murder 
by death, it would not eftablith the right of man over 
the Jife of a fellow creature; for revenge we know 


in its utmoft extent is the univerfal and darling paflion 


exift) muft have originated in zeceffity: for a people 
who have no fettled place of refidence, and who are 
averfe from all labour, could reftrain murder in no 
other way. But Iam difpofed to doubt whether the 
ae punith murder by death among their own 
“tribes. In all thofe cafes where a life i is taken away 
cy an Indian of a foreign tribe, they always demand 
the fatisfaction of life for life. But this praétice is 


founded on a defire of preferving a balance in their 


nunibers and power ; for among nations which confilt 
of only a few warricrs, the lofs of an individual 


a Pea: y 


of all favage nations. The practice morever, (if it _ 
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often deftroys this balance, and thereby expofes them 
to war or extermination. It is for the fame purpofe 
of kceping up an equality in numbers and power, 
that they often adopt captive children into their nations 
and families. What makes this explanation of the 
practice of punifhing murder by death among. the 
Indians more probable, is, that we find the fame 
- bloody and vindidtive fatisfation is required of a 
foreign nation, whether the perfon loft, be killed by 
an accident, or premeditated violence. Many facts 
might be mentioned from travellers to prove that the 
Indians do not punifh murder by death within the 
jurifdiction of their own tribes. I fhall mention only 
one, which istaken from the Rev. Mr. John Mega- 
polenfis’s account of the Mohawk Indians, lately pub- 
lifhed in Mr Hazard’s hiftorical collection of ftate pa- 
pers.—** ‘There is no punifhment, (fays our author) 
here for murder, but everpone is his own avenger. 
« The friends. of the deceafed revenge themfelves 
“‘ upon the murderer until peace is made with the 
\ © nextakin. But although they are fo cruel, yet 
‘‘ there are not half fo many murders committed 
« among them as among Chriftians, notwithftanding 


s¢ their fevere laws, and heavy penalties.” 


2. It has been faid, that the horrors of a guilty 
confcience proclaim the juftice and necefhty of death, 
as a punifhment for murder. I draw an argument of 
another nature from this fa. Are the- horrors of 
confcience the punifhment that God infli€ts upon - 


' 
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murder? Why, then fhould we fhorten or, deftroy 
them by death, efpecially as we are taught to dire& 
the moft atrocious murderers to expeét pardon in the 
future world? No, let us not counteract the govern- 
ment of God in the human breaft : let the murderer 
live—but let it be to fuffer the reproaches of a guilty 


--confcience; let him live, to make compenfation to 


fociety for the injury he has done it, by robbing it of 
a citizen ; let him live to maintain the family of the 
man whom he has murdered; let him live, that the 
punifhment of his crime may become univerfal ; and, 
laftly, let him live, that murder may be eaepiee 


from the lift of human crimes ! 


Let us examine the condu& of the moral Ruler of 


the world towards the firft murderer.—See Cain, 


returning from his field, with his hands reeking with © 


the blood of his brother! Do the heavens gather 
placknefs, and does a flafh of lightning blaft him to 
the earth? No. Does his father Adam, the natural 
legiflator and judge of the world, infli& upon him 
the punifhment of death? No. The infinitely wife 
God becomes his judge and executioner. He expels 
him from the fociety of which he was amember. He 


fixes in his confcience a never dying worm. He fub- 


jects him to the neceflity of labour; and to fecure a 
duration of his punifhment, proportioned to his crime, 
he puts a mark of prohibition upon him, te prevent 
his being put to death, by weak and angry men; 
declaring, at the fame time, that ‘* whofoever flayeth 


_ 
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« Cain, vengeance fhall be taken on him feven- 
« fold. : 


But further, if a neceffary connection exifted be- | 
tween the crime of murder and death in the mind | 


and laws of the Deity, how comes it that Mofes and. | 


David efcaped it ? They both imbrued their hands in 


innocent blood, and yet the horrors of a guilty con- 


fcience were their only punifhment. The fubfequent — 


conduct of thofe two great and good men, proves that | 


the heart may retain a found part after committing 


murder, and that even murderers, after repentance, 


may be the vehicles of great temporal and fpiritual - 


bl eliings to mankind. 


3. The declaration of St. Paul before Feftus, refpect - 
ing the punifhment of death,* and the fpeech of the 
dying thief on the crofs,+ are faid to_prove the lawful- 
nefs of punifhing murder by death: but they prove 
only that the punifhment of death was agreeable to the 
Roman law., Human life was extremely cheap under 


the Roman government. Of this we need no further 


proof than the head of John the Baptift forming a part 


of aroyalentertainment. From the frequency of pub- 


lic executions, ‘among thofe people, the fword was 


confidered as an embler. of public juftice. Buteto | 


+ 166) For if] I bean offender, and have committed any thing worthy of 


Aas Xxv.and 17. 





«¢ death, I aes fe not to die.”” 


+ Fo MWe indeed”? fu ffer ats, fae we receive the due reward of our 


€6deeds.”” 





~Luke xxiii, and’ 41. 
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fuppofe, from the appeals which are fumetimes made 
to it as a fign of juftice, that capital punifhments are 
approved of in the New Leftament, is as abfurd ag 
it would be to fuppofe that hor fe- -racing was a chriftian 
exercife, from St. Paul’s frequent allufions to the 


Olympic games. 


The declaration of the barbarians upon feeing the 


fnake faften upon St. Paul's hand, proves nothing but 
the ignorance of thofe uncivilized people 3—** and 
«© when the barbarians faw the venomous beaft hang on 
«¢ his hand, they faid among themfelves, no doubt this 
© man is a murderer, whom, though he hath efcaped 
«« the fea, yet vengeance fuffercth not to live.”—A€ts 


xvi. and 4th. 


ere it will be proper to diflinguifh between the 
fenfe of juftice fo univerfal among. all nations, and an 
zpprobation of death as a punifhment for murder. 
The former is written by the finger of God upon 


every human heart, but like his own attribute of 


juftice, it has the happinets of individuals and of 


fociety for its objects. It is always mifled, when it 


| i if] ] 
ie fons * fecks for fatisfaCtion 1 in punifhments that are injurious 


to fociety, or that are éifpreportioned to crimes. The 


a ‘alata tion of this univerfal fenfe of juttice by the 


CRM y 


_-punifhments of. imprifonment and labour, would far 
exceed that which is derived from the punifhment rf: 
death; for it would be of Jon nger duration, and it 
would more frequently occur ; for, oo a principle 


» $3, .\ 
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formerly mentioned, fcarcely any fpecies of murder 
would efcape with impuuity.} 


The conduG and difcourfes of our Saviour fhould 
outweigh every argument that has been or can be 
offered in favour of capital punifhment for any crime. 
When the woman caught in adultery was brought to 
, him, he evaded inflicting the bloody fentence of the 
Jewifh law uponher. Even the maiming of the body 
appears to be offenfive in his fight ; for when Peter 
drew his fword, and fmote off the ear of the fervant 
of the high prieft, he replaced it by miracle, and .at 
the fame time declared, that ‘¢ all they ny take the 


‘¢ fword, fhall-perifh with the fword.” He forgave \ 


the crime of murder, on his crofs; and after his re- 
furrection, he commanded his difciples to preach the 


gofpel of forgivenefs, fir? at Jerufalem, where he 


well knew his murderers {till refided. - Thefe flriking _ 


faQs are recorded for our imitation, and feem intended 
to thew that the Son of God died, not only to re- 
concile God to man, but to reconcile men to each 
other. There is one paflage more, in the hiftory of 


our Saviowr’s life which would of itfelf overletthe 
+ 


eafily be contrived, foas to be accomodated to the diiferent degrees of 


atrocity in murder. For example—for are firft or higheft degree of sully 
Jetthe punifhment be folitude and darknefs, and a total want of employ- ; 
ment. For the fecond, folitude and labour, with the benefit of light. 


For the third, confinement and labour. The duration of thefe punithments 


fhould likewife be gov ris L 






by the atrocity of the murder, and by the 
figns of contrition and amen 


tes 


ent in the criminal, 
od ’ 5) 
Yi 4) ee 


5 a ty , . ; a tceias a 3 
t A {eale of punithments, by meaas of ilps sities and labour, might 
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_ juftice of the punifhment of death for murder, if 


every other part of the Bible had been filent upon the 
fubject. When two of his dilciples, a¢tuated by the 
fpirit of vindictive legiflators, requefted permiilion 
of him to call down fire from Heaven to confume the 
inhofpitable. Samaritans, he: anfwered them «* The 


« Son of Man is not come to dejiray men’s lives but 


_ to fave them.” I with thefe words compofed the 


- motto of the arms of every nation upon the face of 


the earth. They inculcate every duty that is calcula- 


ted to preferve, reftore, “or prolong human life. 





They militate alike again tt war-—and | capital punifh- 





ments—the objects of which, are the unprofitable. de- 
ftru€tion of the lives of men. How precious does a 
human life appear from thefe words, in the fight of 
heaven! Paufe, Legiflators, when you. give your 
votes for inflicting the punifhment of death for any 
evime You fruftrate in one inftance, the defign of 
the miffion of the Son of God into the world, and 
thereby either deny his appearance in the flefh, or. 
reject the truth of his gofpel. You, moreover; 


ftrengthen by your conduct the arguments of the 


2 ° . . . . 
Deifts againft the particular do€trines of the Chrifti- 


an revelation. You do more, yougerclerye a bloody 
fragment of the Jewith inftitutions.—* The Son of 
“«; Man came not to defroy men’s lives, but to /ave 
« them” Excellent’ words! I require no others to 
fatisfy me of the truth and divine original of the Chrif- 


tian religion; and while I am able to place a finger, 


‘upon this text of feripture, I will not believe an angel 
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from heayen, fhould he declare that the punifhment 
of death, for any crime, was inculcated, or permitted 


by the {pirit of the gofpel. 


The precious nature of human life in the eyes of 


the Saviour of mankind, appears further in the compa- — 


trative value which he has placed upon it in the fol- 
lowing words.* ‘For what is a man profited, if he 
fhall gain the whole world, & lofe his life, or what 
fhall a man give in exchange for his /ife.” Ihave rea 


jeCted the word foul which is ufed in the common — 


tranflation of this verfe. The original word in the 
Greek, fignifies /ife, and it is thus happily and juftly 
tranilated in the verfe which precedes it. 


‘4. It has been faid, that a man who has committed 
a murder, has difcovered a malignity of heart, that 
renders him ever afterwards unfit to live in human 
fociety. This is by no means true in many, and 
perhaps in moft of the cafes of murder. It is moft 
frequently the effeét of a fudden guft of paffion, and 
has fometimes been the only ftain of a well-fpent, ot 
inoffenfive life. There are many crimes which unfit 
aman much more for human fociety, than a fingle 
murder ; and there have been inftances of murderers, 


> 


who have efcaped, or bribed the laws of their coun- | 


try, who have afterwards become peaceable and ufeful 
members of fociety. Let it not be fuppofed that I 


* Matthew, x. v. 26, 
wee uAws 


aap 
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wilh to palliate, by this remark, the enormity of 
murder. Far from it. It is only becaufe I view 
murder with fuch fuperlative horror, that I with t® 
deprive our laws of the power of perpetuating. and. 


encouraging it. 
4 


It has been faid, that the confeflions of murderers 
have, in many inftances, fanétioned the juftice of their 
punifhment. I do not wifh to leflen the influence 
6f fuch vulgar errors as tend to prevent crimes, but 
I will venture to declare, that many more murderers 
efcape difcovery, than are detected,’ or punifhed.— 
Were I not afraid of trefpafling upon the patience of 
my readers, I might mention a number of facts, in 
which circumftances of the moft trifling nature haye 
become the means. of detecting theft and forgery; 
from. which I could draw as ftrong proofs of the 
watchfulnefs of Providence over the property of 
individuals, and the order of fociety, as have been 
drawn from the dete€tion of murder. I might mention 
inftances, likewife, of perfons in whom confcience 
‘has produced reftitution for ftolen goods, or confefliont 
of the juftice of the punifhment which was infliGed 
for theft. Confcience and knowledge always keep 
pace with each other, both with refpect to divine 
and human laws. — 


The acquiefcence of murderers in the juftice of 
their execution, is the effeét of prejudice and educa- 
tion. It cannot flow from a confcience acting in 
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concert with reafon or religion—for they both fpeak 


a very different language. 


The world has certainly undergone a material 
‘change for the better within the laft. two hundred 
years. This change has been produced chiefly, by 
the fecret and unacknowledged influence of Chriftianity 
upon the hearts of men. It 1s agreeable to trace the 
effets of the Chriftian religion in the extirpation of 
flavery—in the diminution of the number of capital 
punifhments, and in the mitigation of the, horrors of 
war. There was a time when matters poflefied a 
power over the lives of their flaves. But Chriftianity 
has depofed this power, and mankind begin ‘to fee 
every where that flavery is ake contrary to the interefts 
of fociety, and the fpirit of the gofpel. There was a 
time when torture was part of the punifhment of death, 
and when the number of capital crimes in Great 
Britain, amounted to one hundred and fixty-one.— 
Chriftianity has abolifhed the former, and reduced 
the latter to not more than fix or feven. It has done 
more. It has confined, in fome inftances, capital 
punifhments to the crime of murder—and in fome 
countries it has abolifhed it altogether. The influence 
of Chriftianity upon the modes of war, has ftill been 
more remarkable. It is agreeable to trace its progrefs. 


ift. Inrefcuing women and children from being 
the objects of the defolations of war, in common 


with men. 
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adly.In preventing the deftru€tion of captives taken 
in battle, in cold blood. | 


3dly. In protecting the peaceable hufbandman from 


fharing in the carnage of war. 


athly. ‘In producing an exchange of _prifoners, 
inftead of dooming them to perpetual flavery. 


sthly. In avoiding the invafion or deftru€tion, in 


certain cafes, of private property. 


6thly. In declaring all wars to be unlawful but 


fuch as are purely defenfive. 


This is the only tenure by which war now holds 
its place among Chriftians. . It requires but litle in- 
genuity to prove that a defenfive war cannot be car- 
ried on fuccefsfully without offenfive operations. 
Already the princes and nations of the world difcover 
the {truggles of opinion or confcience in their pre- 
parations for war. Witnefs the many national dif- 
putes which have been lately terminated in Europe 
by negociation, or mediation. Witnefs t00, the 
eftablifhment of the conftitution of the United States 
without force or. bioodfhed. Thefe events indicate 
an improving {tate of human_ affairs. They lead . us 
to look forward with expectation to the time, when ~ 
the. weapons of war fhall be changed into implements 
of hufbandry, and when rapine and violence {hall be 
no more.  Thefe eyents are the promifed fruits of 
the gofpel. If they do not come to pafs, the prophets 
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have deceived us. But if they do—war muft be as 
contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel, as fraud, or mur. 
der, or any other of the vices which are reproyed or 


extirpated by it. 


P. S. Since the publication of this effay and the 
preceeding one, the Author has had the pleafure of 
{fecing his principles reduced to practice in the 
State of Pennfylvania, in the abolition of the punifh- 
ment of death for all crimes, (the higheft degree of 
murder excepted) and in private punifhments being 
fubftituted to thofe which were public. The effeéts | 
of this reformation in the penal laws of our ftate have © 
been, a remarkable diminution of crimes of all kinds, — 
and a great encreafe of convictions in a given num- 
ber of offenders. The expenfes of the houfe appro. 
ptiated to the punifhment of criminals have been more 
than defrayed by the profits of their labor. Many 
of them have been reformed, and become ufeful 
members of fociety, and very few have relapfed into 


former habits of vice. 


The Author is happy in adding, that a reformation 
in the penal laws of the ftates of New WY 






New Jerfey has taken place, nearly fi ieee 


which has been mentioned, in Pennfylvani ‘a 


It would be an a& of injuftice in this place not 


to acknowledge that the principles contained in the . 
foregoing eflays, would probably have never been realiz- 


ed, had they not been fupported and enforced by the elo- 
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quenceof the late William Bradford. Efg. and the 
zeal of Caleb Lownes. ‘To both thefe gentlemen, 
humanity and reafon owe great obligations. Mr. 
Lownes has demonttrated by facts, the fuccefs O¢ 
{chemes of philanthrophy, once deemed vifionary and 
impracticable. His plans for employing, and reform- 
ing his unfortunate fellow creatures in the Piniladelphia 
prifon, difcover great knowledge of the ceconomy of 
the body, and of the principles of action in the 
mind. ‘To comprehend fully the ingenuity and bene- 
volence of thefe plans. it will be neceffary to vifit the 
prifon. There fcience and religiom exhibit a triumph 
over vice and mifery, infinitely more fublime and 
affecting, than all the monuments of ancient conquefts. 
It is thus the father of the human race has decreed 
the ultimate extermination of all evil, viz. by mani- 
feftations of love to his fallen creatures. For the 
details of the difcipline, order, produéts of labor, &c. 
of this, prifon, the readeris referred to two elegant 
pamphlets, the one by Mr. De Liancourt, of France, 
the other by Mr. Turnbull of South Carolina. 


‘Joly, 4 1797. 
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A PLAN OF A Pzacr-OFrFIcE FOR THE UNITED 


ST aie. s: 


+ 
eae STD 


MONG the defe&ts which have been point 
ed out in the federal conftitution by its 
antifederal enemies, it is much to be lamented that ne 
perfon has taken notice of its total filence upon the 
fubject of an office cf the utmoft importance to the 
welfare of the United States, that is, an office for pro- 


moting and preferving perpetual peace in our country. 


It is to be hoped that no objection will be made 
to the eftablifhment of fuch an office, while we are 
engaged in a war, with the Indians, for as the War- 
Office of the United States was eftablifhed in the time 
of peace, it is equally reafonable that a Peace- Office fhould 
be eftablifhed in the dime of war. : 


The plan of this office is as follows 


I. Let’ Secretary of the Peace be appointed te 
prefide in this office, who fhall be perfectly free from 
all the prefent abfurd and vulgar European preju- 
dices upon the fubject of government 3 let him bea. 


genuine republican and a fincere Chriftian, for the prin= 





ciples of republicanifm arn, Chriftianity are no lefs 
friendly to univerfal and pe petual peace, than they 


are to univerfal and ‘cqual liberty. 


ee 
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Ih. Let a power be given to this Secretary to efta- 
blifh and maintain free-fchools in every city, village 
and townthip of*the United States; and let him be 
made refponfible for the talents, principles, and morals> 
of all his fchoolmafters. Let the youth of our country 
be carefully inftructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and inthe do€trines of a religion of fome kind: the 
Chriftian religion fhould be preferred to all others ; 
for it belongs to this religion exclufively to teach us 
not only to cultivate peace with men, but to forgive, 
nay more—to love our very enemies. It belongs to it 
further to teach us that the Supreme Being alone pof- 
feflesa power to take away human life, and that we 
rebel againft his | laws, whenever. we undertake to 
execute death in any ‘way whatever upon any of his 


creatures. 


HiT. Let every family in the United States be fur- 
nifhed at the public expenfe, by the Secretary of this 
office, with a copy of an American edition of the 
BIBLE. ‘This meafure has become the more neceflary 
in our country, fince the banifhment of the bible, as a 
fchool-book, from moft of the fchools in the United 
States. Unlefs the price of this book be paid for by 
the public, there is reafon to fear that-in a few years 
it will be met with only in courts of juftice or in 
magi{trates” offices ; and fhould the abfurd mode of 
eftablifhing truth by kifling this facred book fall into 
difufe, it may probably, in the courfe of the next 
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generation, be feen only as a curiofity on a thelf 


in a public mufeum. 


IV. Let the following fentence be infcribed in letters 
of gold over the doors of every State and Court houfe 


in the United States. 


THE SON OF MAN CAME INTO THE WORLD, NOT TO 


DESTROY MEN’S LIVES, BUT TO SAVE THEM. 


V. To infpire a veneration for human life, and an 
horror at the fhedding of human blood, let all thofe 
laws be repealed which authorife juries, judges, theriffs, - 
_ or hangmen to affume the refentments of individuals 

and to commit murder in cold blood in any cafe 
whatever. Until this reformation in our code of penal 
jurifprudence takes place, it will be in vain to attempt to 


introduce univerfal and perpetual peace in our country. | 


VI. To fubdue that paffion for war, which educa- 
tion, added to human depravity, have made univerfal, a 
familiarity with the inftruments of death, as well 
as all military fhows, fhould be carefully avoided. 
For which reafon, militia laws fhould every where 
be repealed, and military drefles and military titles 
fhould be laid afide: reviews tend to leffen the 
horrors of a battle by connecting them with the 
charms of order; militia laws generate idlenefs 
and vice, and thereby produce the wars they are 
faid to prevent ; military drefles fafcinate the minds 
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of young men, and lead them from ferious and ufeful 
profeffions ; were there no uniforms, there would pro- 
bably be no armies ;laftly, military titles feed vanity, 
and keep up ideas in the mind which leflen a fenfe of 


the folly and miferies of war. 


VI. In the laft place, let a large room, adjoining 
the federal hall, be appropriated for tranfacting the 
bufinefs and preferving all the records of this office. 
Over the door of this room let there be a fign, on 
which the figures of aLAMB, 4 DOVE and an OLIVE 
BRANCH fhould be painted, together with the follow- 
ing in{criptions in letters of gold : 


PEACE ON EARTH—GOOD-WILL TO MAN. 
AH! WHY WILL MEN FORGET THAT THEY ARE 
BRETHREN ? 


Within this apartment let there be a collection 
of ploughfhares and pruning-hooks made out of 
{words and {pears ; and on each of the walls of the 
apartment, the following pictures as large as the 
life: . 

1. A lion eating ftraw with an ox, and an addet 
playing upon the lips of a child. 

2. An Indian boiling his venifon in the fame pot 


with a citizen of Kentucky. 


~3- Lord Cornwallis and Tippoo Saib, under the 
fhade of a fycamore-tree in the Eaft Indies, drinking 
Madeira wine together cut of the fame decanter. 


a 
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4. Agroupof French and Auftrian foldiers danc- 
ing arm and arm, under a bower erected in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mons. : 


gs. A St. Domingo planter, a man of color, and a 
native of Africa, legiflating together in the fame colonial 
affembly.+ 


To complete the entertainment of this delightful 
apartment, let a group of young ladies, clad in white 
robes, aflemble every day at acertain hour, ina gallery 
to be erected for the purpofe, and fing odes, and 
hymns, and anthems in praife af the bleflings of peace. 


One of thefe fongs fhould confift of the following 
lines. 


Peace o’er the wo-ld her olive wand extends, 

And white-rob’d innocence from heaven defcends ; 
All crimes fhall ceafe, and ancient frauds fhall fail, 
Returning juftice lifts aloft her fcale. 

In order more deeply to affect the minds of the citi. 
zens of the United States with the bleffings of peace, by 
contrafting them with the evils of war, let the follow- 
ing infcriptions be painted upon the fign, which is 
placed over the door of the War Office. 


1. An ofhce for Buutchering the human {fpecies. 
2. A Widow and Orphan making office. | 


+ At the time of writing this, there exifted wars between the United 
States and the American Indians, between the Britifh nation and Tippoo 
Saib, between the planters of St Domingo and their African flaves, and 


between the French nation and the emperor of Germany. 


We 
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3. A broken bone making office. 
As wk Wooden leg making office. 
ms Ae office for creating public and private vices. 
‘6. An office for creating a public debt. 


7. An office for creating {peculators, ftock Jobbers, 


and Bankrupts. 
8. An office ‘pe creating famine. 
9 An office for creating peftilential difeafes. 


to. An office fe creating poverty, and the dette 
tion of | liberty, and national hhappineds. 


In the lobby of this office let there be painted re- 
prefentations of all the common military inftruments 
of death, alfo human ‘fkulls, broker bones, unburied 
and putrifying dead bodies, hofpitals crouded with 
fick and wounded Soldiers, villages on fire, mothers 
in befieged towns eating the fleth of their children, 
fhips finking in the ocean, rivers dyed with blood, 
and extenfive plains without a tree or fence, or any 


other object, but the ruins of deferted farm houfes. 
- 


Above this group of woeful figures,—let the 
following words be inferted, in red chara@ters to ree 
prefent human blood, 


“© NATIONAL GLORY.” 


ar’ 





INFORMATION TO EUROPEANS WHO ARE DISPOSED 
TO MIGRATE TOTHE UNrItTED STATES OF AMERICa. 


IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


GREEABLY to your requeft contained ip 
A your letter of the 29th of Augult, 1789, 
Thave at laft fat down to communicate fuch facts to you, 
upon the fubject of migration to this country,.as have 
been the .refult of numerous enquiries and objervation. 
Tam aware that this fubje€t has been handled in a maf- 
terly manner by Doctor Franklin, in his excellent little 
pamplet, entitled «« Advice to thofe who would with 
«© toremove to America,” but as that valuable little 
work is very general, and as many important changes 
have occurred in the affairs of the United States fince 
its publication, I fhall endeavour to comply with your 
wifhes, by adding fuch things as have been omitted by 
the Doétor, and fhall accommodate them to the 
prefent {tate of our country. . | 


I fhall begin this letter by mentioning the deferip- 


tions of people, who ought not to come to America. 


I. Men of independent fortunes who can exift only 
in company, and who can converfe only upon public 
amufements, fhould not think of fettling in the 
United States. I have known feveral men of that 
character in this country, who have rambled from State 
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to State, complaining of the dulnefs of each of them, 
and who have finally returned and renewed their for= 


mer connexions and pleafures in Europe, 


_ II. Literary men, who have no profeflional purfuits, 
will often languifh in America, from the want of 
fociety. Our authors and fcholars are generally men 
of bufinefs, and make their literary purfuits fubfervient 
to their interefts. A lounger in book flores, breakfafting 
parties for the purpofe of literary converfation, and 
long attic evenings, are as yet but little known in this 
country. Our companies are generally mixed, and 
converfation in them isa medley of ideas. upon alk 
fubjeéts. They begin asin England with the weather 
—foon runinto politics —now and then diverge into li- 
terature—and commonly conclude with facts relative to 
commerce, manufactures and agriculture, and the beft 
means of acquiring and improving aneftate. Men, 
who are philofophers or poets, without other purfuits, 


had better end their daysin an old country. 


lil. The United States as yet afford but little en- 
couragement to the profeffers of moft ef the fine arts. 
Painting and fculpture flourifh chiefly in wealthy and 
luxurious countries. ‘Our native American portrait 
painters who have not fought prote€tion’ and encou- 
ragement in Great Britain, have been: obliged to travel 
occafionaily from one State to anether in order. to 
fupport themfelves. The teachers of mufic have been 


more fortunate in America. A tafte for this accom-+ 





? 
: 
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plifiment prevails very generally in our large cities ¢ 
and eminent mafters in that art, who have arrived 
here fince the peace, have received confiderable fums ° 
of money by exercifing their profeffion among us. 


-_ I thall now mention thofe defcriptions of people, 


who may better their condition by coming to America. 


I. To the cultivators of the earth the United States 
open the firft afylum in the world. To infure the 
fuccefs and happinefs of an Eurcpean Farmer in our 
country; itis neceflary to advife him either to purchafe 


or to rent a farm which has undergone fome improve- 


ment. 


‘The bufinefs of fettling a new tract of land, and that 
of improving a farm, are of a very different nature. 
The former mut. be effected by the native Americans 
who is accuitomed to the ufe of the axe and the grub- 
bing hoe, and who pofleffes almoft exclufively a know- 
ledge of all the peculiar and namelefs arts of felf-prefer- 
vation in the woods. I have known many in{ftances of 
Europeans who have fpent all their cafh in unfuccefs- 
ful attempts to force a fettlement in the wildernefs, 
and who haye afterwards been expofed to poverty and 
diftrefs at a great diftance from friends and_ even 
neighbours. I would therefore advife all farmers 
with moderate capitals, to purchafe or rent improved 
farms in the old fettlements of our States. The price 
and rent of thefe farms are different in the different 


parts of the union. In Pennfylvania, the price of farms 


» 
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is regulated by the quality of the land—by the value or 
the improvements which are ereéted upon it—by their 
Vicinity to fea ports and navigable water—and_ by thee 
good or bad ftate of the roads which lead to them. | 
There is a great variety, of courfe, in the price of farms : 
while fome of them have been fold for five guineas— 
others have been fold at lower prices, down to one gui- 


nea, and even half a guinea per acre, according as they 





were varied by the above circumftances, 


It is not expected that the whole price of a farm 
fhould be ‘paid at the ‘time of . purchafing it. An 
half, a third, or a fourth, is all that is generally re-° 
quired. Bonds and mortgages are given for the re- 
mainder, (and fometimes“swithout intereit) payable in 


two, three, five; or even ten years. 


"The value of thefe farms has often been doubled 
and even trebled, in a few‘ years, where the new mode 
of agriculture has been employed ‘in cultivating 
them: fo that a man with a moderate capital, may, 
in the courfe of fifteen years, become an opulent and 


independent frecholder. 


If, notwithftanding what has been {aid of the 
difhculties of effeCting an eftablifhment in the woods, | 
the low price of the new lands fhould tempt the 
European Farmer to fettle in them, then let me add, | 
that it can only be done by aflociating himfelt in a 
large company, under the dirc€tion of an active 


and intelligent American farmer. To fecure even a 
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_ company of European fettlers from difappointment 
and want in the woods, it will be neceflary to clear 
afew acres of land the year before, and to fow them 
with grain, in order to provide fubfiftance for the 
company, till they can. provide for themfelves, by 
clearing theirown farms. ‘The difficulties of eftablifh- 
ing this new fettlement, will be further leffened, if a 
few cabins, a rift anda faw mill be erected, at the 
fame time the preparations are made for the temporary 
fubfiftance of the company. In this manner, moft of 
the firft fettlements of the New England men have been 
“made in this country. One gteat advantage, attend- 
ing this mode of fettling, is, a company may always 
carry with them a clergyman and a {choolmatter, of 
the fame religion and language with themfelves. If 
a fettler in the woods fhould poffefs a tafte for rural 
elegance, he may gratify it without any expenfe, by 
the manner of laying out his farm. He may fhade 
his houfe by means of ancient and venerable forreft- 
trees. He may !eave rows of them ftanding, to 
adorn his lanes and walks—or clufters of them on 
the high grounds of his fields, to fhade his cattle. 
If he fhould fix upon any of thofe parts of our weft- 
ern country, which are covered with the fugar-trees, 
he may inclofe a fuflicient number of them to fupply 
his family with fugar; and may confer upon them 
at the fame time the order and beauty of a fine or- 


chard. In this manner, a highly improved feat may 


Ce 
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be cut out of the woods in a few years, which will fur. 
pafs both in elegance and value a farm in an old 
fettlement, which has been for twenty years the fub- 
ject of improvements in tafte and agriculture. To 
contemplate a dwelling-houfe—a barn—ftables—fields 
-—meadows—an orchard—a garden, &c. which have 
been produced from original creation by the labour of 
a fingle life, is, Iam told, to the proprietor of them, 
one of the higheft pleafures the mind of man is capa- 
ble of enjoying. But how much muft this pleafure be 
increafed, when the regularity of art is blended in the 
profpect, with the wildnefs and antiquity of nature ? 


It has been remarked in this country, that clearing 
the land of its woods, fometimes makes a new fettle- 
ment unhealthy, by expofing its damp grounds to the 
action of the fun. To obviate this evil, it will be 
neceflary for the fettler either to drain and cultivate his 
low grounds, as foon as they are cleared, or to leave 
a body of trees between his dwelling houfe, and the 
fpots from whence the morbid effluvia are derived. 
The laft of thefe methods has, in no inftance that I 
have heard of, failed of preferving whole families 
from fuch difeafes as arife from damp or putrid exha-- 


Jations. 


To country gentlemen, who have been accuftom- 
ed to live upon the income of a Janded eftate in Europe, _ 
it will be neceflary to communicate the following in- 


formation, viz. that farms, in confequence of the 
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unproductive woodland, which is generally connected 
with them, feldom yield more than three or four 
“per cent. a year in cafh, except in the neighbour- 
hood of large cities. Befides, from the facility with 
which money enough may be faved in a few years, 
to purchafe land in this country, tenants will 
not accept of long leafes: and hence they are not 
fufficiently interefted in the farms. they rent, to keep 
them in repair. If country gentlemen with to derive 
the greateft advantage from laying out their money 
in lands, they muft refide in their vicinity. A capital 
of five thoufand guineas, invefted in a number of 
contiguous farms, in-an improved part of our country, 
and cultivated by tenants under the eye and direction 
of a landlord, would foon yield a greater income 
than double that fum would in moft parts of Europe. 
The landlord in this cafe muft frequently vifit and 
infpect the ftate of each of his farms: and now and 
then he muft {top to repair a bridge or a fencé in 
his excurfions through them. He mutftreceive all 
his rents in the produce of the farms. If the tenant 
find his own ftock, he will pay half of all the grain 
he raifes, and fometimes a certain proportion of ve- 
getables and live ftock, to his landlord. The divifion : 
of the grain is generally made in the field, in fheaves 
or ftacks, which are carried home to be thrafhed in 
the barn of the landlord. An eftated gentleman, 
. who can reconcile himfelf to this kind of life, may 
be both -happy and ufeful. ~ He may inftruct his 
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tenants by his example, as well as precepts in the 
new modes of hufbandry : he may teach them the art 
and advantages of gardening: he may infpire them 
with habits of fobriety, induftry,and ceconomy ; and 
thereby become the father and protector of a depen- 
dant and affectionate neighbourhood. After a bufy 
fummer and autumn, he may pafs his winters in polifh- 
ed fociety in any of our cities, and in many of our 


eountry villages. 


| But fhould he be difinclined to fuch extenfive 
{cenes of bufinefs, he may confine his purchafes and 
labours to a fingle farm, and fecure his fuperfluous 
cath in bonds and mortgages, which will yield him 


fix per cent, 


Under this head, itis proper to mention, that the 
agricultural life begins to maintain in the United 
States, the fame rank that it has long maintained in 
Great Britain. Many gentlemen of education among 
us have quitted liberal profeflions, and have proved, 
by their fuccefs in farming, that philofophy is in no 


bufinefs more ufeful or profitable, than in’ agriculture. 


IJ. Mecuanics and MANUFACTURERS, of every def- 
cription, will find certain encouragement in the Uni- 
ted States. During the conne€tion of this country 
with Great Britain, we were taught to. believe that 
agriculture and commerce fhould be the only purfuits 
of the Americans: but experiments and reflexion 


have taught us, that our country abounds with re- 


re ¥ 
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fources for manufactures of all kinds: and that moft 
of them may be conducted with great advantage in all 
the ftates. Weare already nearly independent of the 
whole world for iron-work, paper, and malt liquors : 
and great progrefs has been made in the manufac- 
turies of glafs, pot-afh, and cloths of all kinds. 
The commercial habits of our citizens have as yet 
prevented their employing large capitals in thofe 
manufacturies ; but Lam perfuaded that if a few Euro- 
pean adventurers would embarkin them with capitals 
equal to the demand for thofe manufactures, they would 
foon find an immenfe profit in their fpeculations. A 
fingle farmer in the ftate of New York, witha capital 
of five thoufand pounds, has cleared one thoufand a 


year by the manufacture of pot-afh alone, 


Thofe mechanical arts, which are accomodated to 
the infant and fimple ftate of a country, will bid faireft 
to fucceed among us. Every art, connefted with cul- 
tivating the earth—building houfes and fhips, and feed- 
ing and clothing the body, will meet with encourage- 
ment in this country. The prices of provifions are 
fo different in the different ftates, and even in the 
different parts of the fame ftate, and vary fo much 
with the plenty and fearcity of money, that it would 
be difficult to give you fuch an account of them as 
would be ufeful. I need only remark, that the difpro- 
portion between the price of labour and of provifions, 
is much greater in every part of the United States, 


than inany part of Europe: and hence our tradefmen 
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every where cat meat and butter every day: and moft 
of them realize the with of Henry IV. of France, for 
the peafants of his kingdom, by dining not only once, 
but two or three times, upon poultry, in every week 


of the year. 


t is a fingular fact in the hiftory of the mechanical 
‘arts in this country, that the fame arts feldom defcend 
from father to fon. Such are the profits of even the 
humbleft of them, that the fons of mechanics generally 
rife from the lower to the. more refpeétable occupa- 
tions: and thus their families gradually afcend to the firft 
ranks in fociety among us. The influence, which the 
profpects of wealth and confequence have in invigo- 
rating induftry in every line of mechanical bufinefs, is 
very great. Many of the firft men in America, are the 
fons of reputable mechanics or farmers. But I may go 
farther, and add, that many men, who diftinguifhed 
themfelves both in the cabinet and field, in the late 
war, had been mechanics. I know the Britith officers. 
4-cated the American caufe with contempt, from this 
circumftance : but the event of the war fhewed, that the 
confidence of America was not mifplaced in that body 


of citizens. ; 


Ill. Lasourers may depend upon conftant em- 
ployment in the United States, both in our towns and 
in the country. When they work by the day, they 


receive high wages: but thefe are feldom continued 
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through the whole year. A labourer receives annually, 
with his boarding, wafhing, and lodging, from fif- 
teen to eighteen guineas, in the middle ftates. It 
is agreeable to obferve this clafs of men. frequently 
raifed by their induftry from their humble flations, 
into the upper ranks of ies in the courfe of twenty or 


thirty years. 


IV. Persons who are willing to indent themfelves 
as fervants for a few years, will find that humble 
{tation no obftacle to a future eftablifhment in our 
ccuntry. Many men, who came to America in that 
capacity, are now in affluent circumftances. Their 
former fituation, where they have behaved well, does 
not preclude them from forming refpectable connec- 
tions in marriage, nor from fharing, if otherwiie 
qualified, in the offices of our country, : 


V. The United States continue to afford encourage = 
ment to gentlemen of the /earned profeffions, provided 
they be prudent in their deportment, and of fufficient 
knowledge : for fince the eftablifhment of colleges and 
{chools of learning in all our ftates, the fame degrees 
of learning will not fucceed among us, which fucceeded 
fifty years ago. 


Several lawyers and phyficians, who have arrived 
here fince the peace, are now in good bufinefs: and 
many clergymen, natives of England, Scotland, and. 
Ireland, are comfortably fettled in good parifhes. A 
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minifter of the gofpel in a country place muft not ex+ 
pect to have all his falary paid in cafh: but he will 
notwith{tanding feldom fail of obtaining a good fubfif- 
tance from his congregation. They will furnith his 
table with a portion of all the live ftock they raife for 
their own ufe: they will fhoe his horfes—repair his 
implements of hufbandry, and aflift him in gathering 
in his harvefts, and in many other parts of the bufinefs 
of his farm. From thefe aids, with now and then a 
little cath, a clergyman may not only live well, but, 
in the courfe of his life, may accumulate an handfome 
eftate for his children. This will more certainly. 
happen, if he canredeem time enough from his paro- 
chial duties, and the care of his farm, to teach a fchool. 
The people of America are of all fects : but the greateft 
part of them are of the independent, prefbyterian, epif- 
copal, baptift, and methodift denominations. The 
principles held by each of thefe focieties in America 
are the fame as thofe which are held by the proteftant 
churches in Europe, from which they derive their 


origin. 


VI. ScHootmasTers of good capacities and fair 
charaéters may exepct to meet with encouragement 
in the middle and fouthern ftates. They will fucceed 
better, if they confine their inftruCtions to reading, 
writing, Englifh grammar, and the f{ciences of number 
and quantity. Thefe branches of literature are of 


general neceflity and utility : and of courfe every 
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townfhip will furnifh fcholars enough for the main- 
tenance of a fchoolmafter. Many young men have 
rifen by means of the connexions they have formed 
in this ufeful employment, to rank and confequence 


in the learned profeflions in every part of this country. 


From this account of the United States, you will 
eafily perceive, that they are a hot-bed for induftry 
and genius in almoft every human purfuit. It is in- 
conceivable how many ufeful difcoveries neceflity has 
produced within thefe few years, in agriculture and, 
manufactures, in our country. The fame neceflity has 
produced a verfatility of genius among our citizens : 
hence we frequently meet with men who have exercif- 
ed two or three different occupations or profeflions in 
the courfe of their lives, according to the influence 
which intereft, accident, or local eircumftances have 
had upon them. I know that the peculiarities, which 
have been mentioned in the American character, ftrike 
an European, who has been accuftomed to confider 
man as a creature of habit, formed by long eftablifhed 
governments, and hereditary cuftoms, as fo many 
_ deviations from propriety and order. But a wife man, 
who knows that national charaCters arife from circum- 
ftances, will view thefe peculiarities without furprife, 
atid attribute them wholly to the prefent ftate of man- 


nets, fociety, and government in America. 


From the numerous competitions in every branch. 
of bufinefs in Europe, fuccefs in any purfuit, may be 
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looked upon in the fame light as a prize in a lottery. 
But the cafe is widely different in America. Here 
there is room enough for every human talent and 
virtue to expand and flourifh. This is fo invariably 
true, that I believe there is not an inftance to be found, 
of an induftrious, frugal prudent European, with fober 
manners, who has not been fuccefsful in bufinefs, in 
this country. 


As a further inducement to Europeans to tranfport 
themfelves acrofs the Ocean, I am obliged to mention 
a fact that coes little honour to the native American ; 
and that is, in all competitions for bufinefs, where fuc- 

-cefs depends upon induftry, the European is generally 
preferred. Indeed, fuch is the facility with which pro- 
perty is acquired, that where it does not operate as 
a ftimulus to promote ambition, it is fometimes accom- 
panied by a relaxation of induftry in proportion to the 
number of years or generations which interpofe be- 
tween the founder of an American family and his pof- 
terity. This preference of European mechanics arifes, 
likewife, from the improvements in the different arts, 
which are from time to time imported by them into 
our country. To thefe facts lam happy in being able 
to add, that the years of anarchy, which proved fo 
difgufting to the Europeans who arrived among us 
immediately after the peace, are now at an end, and 
that. the United States have at laft adopted a national 
government which unites with the vigour of monarchy 
and the ftability of ariftocracy, all the freedom ef 
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a fimple republic. Its influence already in invigorat- 
ing induftry, and reviving credit, is univerfal. There 
are feveral peculiarities in this government, which can- 
not fail of being agreeable to Europeans, who aré 
difpofed to fettle in America. 


1. The equal fhare of power it holds forth to men 
of every religious fect. As the firft fruits of this per- 
feGtion in our government, we already fee three gen- 
tlemen of the Roman Catholic church, members of the 
legiflature of the United States. 


2. Birth in America is not required for holding either 
power or office in the federal government, except that 
of Prefident of the United States. In confequence of 
this principle of juftice, not only in the national 
government, but in all our ftate conftitutions, we dai- 
ly fee the natives of Britain, Ireland, Germany, ad- 
vanced to the moft refpeClable employments in our 
country. 


3. By a late act of congrefs, only two years refidence 
in the United States are neceflary to entitle foreign- 
ers of good character to all the priviliges of citizen- 
fhip. Even that fhort period of time has been found 
{ufficient to give ftrangers a vifible intereft in the 
ftability and freedom of our governments. * 


It is agreeable to obferve the influence which our 


republican governments have already had upon the 


* By a law pafied fince the above, five years refidence are neceflary 
to entitle a foreigner to citizenthip. 
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tempers and manners of our citizens. Amufement 


is every where giving way to bufinefs: and locak 
politenefs is yielding to univerfal civility. We differ 
about forms and modes in politics : but this difference 
begins to fubmit to the reftraints of moral and focial 
obligation. Order and tranquility appear to be the 
natural confequence of a well-balanced republic : for 
where men can remove the evils of their govern- 
ments by frequent ele€tions, they will feldom appeal 
to the Jefs certain remedies of mobs or arms. It is 
with fingular pleafure that I can. add further, that 
notwithftanding the virulence of our diffenfions about 
independence and the federal government, there is 


“now. icarcely a citizen of the United States, who is 





ished with both, and who does not believe this 





oR 


cou 


it was, inthe moft flourifhing years of its dependence 
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upon Great Britain. 


The encouragment held out to European emigrants 
is not the fame in all the ftates. . New England, New 
York, and New Jerfey, being nearly filled with culti- 
vators of the earth, afford encouragement chiefly to 

echanicks and labourers. ‘The inhabitants of New 
England have far furpaffed the inhabitants of the other 
ftates, in the eftablifhment of numerous and profitable 
manufactories. Thefe wonderful people difcover the 
fame degrees of induftry in cultivating the arts of 
peace, that they did of enterprize and perfeverance, 
in the late war. They already export large quantities 


y to be in a happier and fafer fituation, than 
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of wrought iron, hats, women’s fhoes, cheefe, and 
linen and woolen cloth. ‘The)dtate of New-York 
has likewife. difcovered a laudable {pirit for “manu= 
faturers and domeftic improvements. European 
artifts, therefore,:cannot fail of meeting with encou- 


ragement in each of the above fiates. 


Pennfylvania affords an equal afylum to all the de- 
{criptions of people-thathave been mentioned, under the 


fecond head of this letter. Agriculture, manufac- 


‘tures, and many of the liberal arts feem to vie with’ 


each other for pre-eminence in this ftate. Each of 


themis under the patronage ofnumerous andrefpectable 


focieties. No ftate in the union affords greater re-~ 


fources for fhip building, malt liquors, maple fugar, 


{ail cloth, iron work, woolen and linen cloths, pot- 


afh, and glats. Coal, likewife, abounds on the thoes of 


the Sufquehanna, a large river which runs through half 
the ftate. The variety of fe&ts and nations, which com- 
pofe the inhabitants of this ftate, has hitherto prevented 
our having any fteady traits in our charater. We 
pofieis the vittues and weaknefies of moft of the 
feéts and nations. of Europe. But. this variety has 
produced fuch a collifion in opinions and interefts, as 
has greatly favoured the progrefs of genius in every 
art and fcience. We have been accufed of being 
fa€tious by our fitter ftates. This muft be afcribed chief- 
ly to our late ftate conftitution, which was eftablifhed 
by violence in the beginning of the late war, and which 
was never affented to by amajority of the people. 
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But that majority have at length afferted their power. 
A convention, compbfed of an equal reprefentation of 
the people, has met and formed a new conftitution, 
which comprehends in itvery principle of liberty and 
jut government. From the excellency of tkis conftitu- 
tion—from the havindny it has ref{tored to our citizens 
—from the central fituation of our ftate—from the 
number and courfes of our rivers—from the facility 
with which we are able to draw the refources of the 
lakes to. the Tis erect the wealth of our 
capital—and above all, from the induftry and fober 
habits of our citizens—there can be no doubt that 
‘ Pennfylvania will always maintain the firft rank, for 
national a and happinefs, in the United 
States. 


- "There is one circumftance, peculiar in a great de- 
gree to Penfylvania, which cannot fail of directing | 
the eyes of ‘the inhabitants ‘of feveral of the European 
nations to this ‘ftate—and that is, the natives of 
Britain, Ireland,’ Germany, France, Switzerland, 
and Holland, may here meet with their former fellow 
fubjects, and receive from them that welcome and 
afiftance, which are’ the natural confequences of the 
tie of country. So ftrongly does this principle 
operate in America, that the natives of Germany 
and Ireland have formed themfelves into focieties 
in the city of Philadelphia, for the exprefs purpofe 
ef protecting, advifing, and aflifting their country- 
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men, as foon asthey fet their feet upon the fhores 


of Pennfylvania. 


It has been faid, that the lands in Pennfylvania are 
dearer than in fome of our fifter ftates. They fell, it 
is true, for a greater nominal fum, than the lands of 
the neighbouring ftates: but in the end, they are 
much cheaper. The foil is deep, rich, and durable, 
and from the fuperior induftry and . fkill of our 
farmers, our lands are more productive than thofe of 
our neighbours; hence their higher price; for the 
price of lands is always in a ratio to their quality, 
produce and fituation: hence likewife, we are able 
to tell the value of a farm in any part of the ftate, 
by firft finding out the quantity of grain an acre 
will produce, and the price of this grain at the 
neareft mill or ftore, making fome little allowance 
for the improvements which are connected with the 
farm., ‘This remark is fo wniverfally true, that a 
farmer never miftakes the application of it in pur- 
chafing land. ‘There is a certain inftinct, which governs 


in all purchafes and fales of farms, and which arifes out 


of the principle I have mentioned: it is in general as 


accurate, as if it arofe out of the niceft calculation. It 
is from an ignorance or neglect of this principle, that fo 
many of our citizens have migrated to Kentucky, under 
a delufive expectation of purchafing lands cheaper than 
in the old ftates. They are in fact often much dearer 
when you eftimate their price by the proft of the grain 


which 13 cultivated upon them. For inftance, an acre 


t 
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of landin Kentucky, which fells for a quarter of a 
guinea, and yields 30 bufhels of corn, at four pence 
fterling per bufhel, is dearer than, land of the fame 
quality in Pennfylvania, at a guinea per acre, that 
yields the fame quantity of corn, which can be fold 
at the neareft mill or ftore for two fhillings fterl. per 
bufhel. To cure this paffion for migrating to the 
waters of the Ohio, there is but one remedy, and that is, 
to open the navigation of the Miffifippi. This, by 
raifing the price of produce, will raife the value of 
land fo high, as to deftroy the balance of attraction 
to that country. This truth is at prefent a fpecula- 
lative one, but I hope it will be reduced to practice 
before the waters of the Ohio and Mifhflippi have 
been dyed with the blood of two or three hundred 


thoufand men. 


- The ftates to the fouthward of Pennfylvania poflefs 
immenfe refources for political happinefs: but while 
they tolerate negro flavery, they can never be an 
agreeable retreat for an European. ‘This objection 
applies chiefly to the fea coafts of thofe ftates; 
for in the weftern parts of them, the land is cultivated 
chiefly by freemen. The foil and climate of the 
extenfive weftern country of thofe ftates is kind and 
mild to a very great degree. ‘There Europeans may 


‘profper and be happy. 


Thus, Sir, have Icomplied in a few words with 
your requeft. In communicating many of the facts 
contained in this letter, I have not confidered you 
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fimply as a citizen of London, or a fubje& of the 
crown of Britain. The whole family of mankind, 
I know. are your brethren 3 and if men’ be happy 
Tami fure it is a matter of indifference to youy 
whether they enjoy their happinefs on this fide, or 
on the other fide of the Atlantic ocean. 


From a review of the fats that have been men- 
tioned, you will perceive that the prefent is the age 
of reafon and action in America. ‘To our pofterity 
. we muft bequeath the cultivation of the fine arts 
and the pleafures of tafte and fentiment. The 
foreigners who have vifited and defcribed our country. 
without making allowances for thofe peculiarities which 
arife from our prefent ftate of fociety, have done as 
little honour to their underftandings, as they have 
done to human nature. Nor have thofe Europeans 
difcovered more wifdom, who have blended with 
the American character, the accidental diforders, 
which were the offspring of our late public commo- 
tions. ‘They refembled the fwelling of the fea, which 
fucceeds a ftorm. At prefent, they have as perfedtly 
fubfided as the diforders produced by the civil wars 
in England, in the laft century. 


Tt is fomewhat remarkable that in every age, great 
inventions and great revolutions in human affairs have 
taken place in a quick fucceflion to each other. The 


many curious machines for leffening labour, which 


a 
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have lately been. difcovered in Europe, will neceffarily 
throw many thoufand artificers out of employment: 
Perhaps the late fuccefsful application of the powers 
of. fire yand water to mechanical purpofes. in your 
country, was, delayed until the prefent time, only 
that. the fanctuary of our national government might 
be perfectly prepared to receive and protect thofe 
induftrious bodies of people, who formerly lived by 
the labour of their hands, and who might otherwife 
become: a burden to the countries in which they had 
been deprived of the means of fupporting themfelves. 
Perhaps, too, the revolutions, which are now going» 
forward in feveral of the governments on the conti- 
nent of Europe, have occurred at the prefent juncture 
for’ a ‘purpofe. equally wife and benevolent. The 
firft’ effeét of the eftablifhment of freedom in thofe 
countries, will be to promote population, by reducing 
taxes, difbanding ftanding armies, and abolithing the 
vows and practices of celibacy: for I take it for 
granted that military inftitutions in the time of peace, 
and monfteries of all kinds, mutt yield to “the: pre- 
fent force ‘and cultivated ftate of human reafon, in 
thofe countries, which are now the theatres of revolu- 
tions in favour of liberty. ‘This increafe of population 
will. require, an inereafe of territory, which mutt, be 
fought for, in the United States : for it is not probable 
that men who have once tafted of the {weets of liberty? 
will ever think of tran{porting themfelves to any other 
country. This outlet for fupernumerary inhabitants 
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from the nations of Europe, will eventually promote 
their interefts and profperity: for when a country is 
fo much crouded with people, that the price of the 
means of fubfiftence is beyond the ratio of their 
induftry, marriages are reftrained: but when emi- 
gration to a certain degree takes place, the balance 
between the means of fubfiftence and induftry is 
reftored, and population thereby revived. Of the 
truth of this principle there are many proofs in the 
old counties of all the American ftates. Population has 
con{tantly been advanced in them by the migration of 
their inhabitants to new or diftant fettlements, 


In fpite of all the little fyftems of narrow politicians, 
it is an eternal truth, that univerfal happinefs is uni- 
verfal intereft. The divine government of our world 
‘would admit of a controverfy, if men, by acquiring 
moral or political happinefs, in one part, added to the 
mifery of the inhabitants of another part, of our globe. 


I fhall conclude this long letter by the two fol-~ 


lowing remarks: 


I. If freedom, joined with the facility of acquiring 
the means of fubfiftence, have fuch an influence upon 
population—and if exiftence be a title to happinefs— 
then think, fir, what an ocean of additional happinefs 
will be created, by the influence which migration to 
the free and extenfive territories of the United States 


will have, upon the numbers of mankind. 
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II. If wars have been promoted in all ages arid 
countries, by an over proportion of inhabitants to 
the means of eafy fubfiftence, then think, fir, what 
an influence upon the means of fupperting human 
life, migration to America, and the immenfe increafe 
of the productions of the earth, by the late improve- 
ments in agriculture, will probably have, in leflening 
the temptations and refources of nations to carry 
on war. The promifes of heaven are often accome 
plifhed by means in which there is no departure 
from the common operations of nature. If the 
events, which have been alluded to, fhould con- 
tribute im any degree to put an end to wars, it 
will furnifh a noble triumph to your fociety +, by 
fhewing how much enlightened policy, and national 
happinefs, are connected with the di¢tates of chrif- 
tianity. 


Tam, 
Dear fir, . 
With great refpect, 
And fincere regard, 
Yours very affectionately, 








Philadelphia, April 16. 1790. 


+ The gentleman to whom this letter is addrefled,'is of the fociety 


ef the people called quakers. 


’ 


“AN ACCOUNT OF THE PROGRESS OF POPULATION, 
AGRICULTURE, MANNERS, AND GOVERNMENT IN 
PENNSYLVANIA, IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN 
ENGLAND. 


D2 ARO. rR, 


HATEVER tends to unfold faéfs in the 

hiftory of the human fpecies, muft be 
interefting to acurious enquirer—The manner of 
fettling a new country, exhibits a view of the human 
mind fo foreign to the views of it which have been 
taken for many centuries in Europe, that I flatter 
myfelf the following account of the progrefs of po- 
pulation, agriculture, manners, and government in 
Pennfylvania will be acceptable to you. I have. 
chofen to confine myfelf in the prefent letter to 
Pennfylvania only, that all the information I fhall 
give you may be derived from my own knowledge 


and obfervations. 


The jir# fettler in the woods is generally a man who 
has outlived his credit or fortune in the cultivated 
parts of the State. His time for migrating is in 
the month of April. His firft object is to build a {mall 
cabbin of rough logs for himfeff and family. The 
floor of this cabbin is of earth, the roof is of fplit 
logs—the light is received through the door, and, im 
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fome inftances, through a fmall window made of 
greafed paper. A coarfer building adjoining this 
cabbin, affords a fhelter to a cow and a pair of 
poor horfes. The labor of erecting thefe buildings 
is fucceeded by killing the trees on a few acres of 
ground near his cabbin; this.is done by cutting a 
circle round the trees, two or three feet from the 
ground. ‘The ground around thefe trees is then 
ploughed and Indian-corn plantedin it. The feafon 
for planting this grain is about the zoth of May— 
It grows genefally on new ground with but little 
cultivation, and yields in the month of O€tober fol- 
lowing, from forty to fifty bufhels by the acre. After 
the firft of September it affords a good deal of nou- 
rifhment to his family, in its green or unripe ftate, in 
the form of what is called reafing ears. His family 
is fed during the fummer by a {mall quantity of grain 
which he carries with him, and by fith and game, 
His cows and horfes feed upon wild grafs, or the 
fucculent twigs of the woods. For the firft year he 
endures a great deal of diftrefs from hunger—cold— 
and a variety of accidental caufes, but he feldom 
complains or finks under them. As he lives in the 
neighbourhood of Indians, he foon acquires a {trong 
tincture of their manners. His exertions, while they 
continue, are violent; but they are fucceeded by long 
intervals of reft.. His pleafures confift chiefly in 
fifhing andhunting. He loves fpirituous liquorss 
and he eats, drinks and fleeps in dirt and rags in, 


his little cabbin. In his intercourfe with the world 
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he manifefts all the arts which characterize the 
Indians of our country. In this fituation he paffes 
two or three years. In proportion as population 
increafes around him, he becomes uneafy and diffatisfi- 
ed. Formerly his cattle ranged at large, but now 
his neighbours call upon himto confine them with- 
in fences, to prevent their trefpafling upon their 
fields of grain. Formerly he fed his family with 

wild animals, but thefe, which fly from the face of 
man, now ceafe to afford him an eafy fubfiftence, and 
he is compelled to raife domeftic animals for the 
fupport of his family, Above all, he revolts againft 
the operation of laws. He cannot bear to furrender 
up a fingle natural right for all the benefits of go- 
vernment,—and therefore he abandons his little 
fettlement, and feeks a retreat in the woods, where 
he again fubmits to all the toils which have been 
meritioned. There are inftances of many men who 
have broken ground on bare creation, not lefs than 
four different times in this ways in different and more 
advanced parts of the State. It has been remarked, 
that the flight of this clafs of people is always in- 
creafed by the preaching of the gofpel. This will 
not furprife us when we confider how oppofite its 
precepts are to their licentious manner of living. If 
our firft fettler was the owner of the fpot of iand 
which he began to cultivate, he fells it at a confidera- 
ble profit to his fucceffor ; but if (as is oftner the 


cafe) he was a tenant to fome rich land! rolder, 
] 
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‘he abandons it in debt; however, the {mall improve~ 
ments he leaves behind him, generally make it an 
obje& of immediate demand to a fecond fpecies of 
fettler. 


This fpecies of fettler is generally a man of fome 
property,—he pays one third or one fourth part in 
cafh for his plantation, which confifts of three or 
four hundred acres, and the reft in gales or inftal- 
ments, as it is called here; that is, a certain fum 
yearly, without intereft, till the whole is paid. The 
firft object of this fettler isto build an addition to 
his cabbin; this is done with hewed logs: and as 
faw-miills generally follow fettlements, his floors are 
made of boards; his roof is made of what are call- 
ed clapboards, which area kind of coarfe fhingles, 
{plit out of fhort oak logs. This houfe is divided by 
two floors, on each of which are two rooms: under 
the whole is a.cellar walled with ftone. The cabbin 
ferves as kitchen to this houfe. His next ebjectis to 
clear a httle meadow ground, and plant an orchard 
of two or three hundred apple trees. His ftable is 
likewife enlarged; and, in the courfe of a year or 
two, he builds a large log barn, the roof of which is 
commonly thatched with rye ftraw: he moreover 
encreafes the quantity of his arable land ; and, inftead 
of cultivating Indian corn alone, he raifes a quantity of 
wheat and rye: the latter is cultivated chiefly for 
the purpofe of being diftilled into whifkey. This fpe~ 
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cics of fettler by no means extracts all from the earth, 
which it is capable of giving. His fields yield but a 
{canty increafe, owing to the ground not being fuflici- 
ently ploughed. The hopes of the year are often blafted 
by his cattle breaking through his half made fences, and. 
deftroying his grain. His horfes perform but half the 
labor that might be expeéted from them, if they were 
. better fed ; and his cattle often die in the {pring from 
the want of provifion, and the delay of grafs. His 
houfe, as well as his farm, bear many marks of a weak 
tone ofmind. His windows are unglazed, or, if they have 
had glafs in them, theruins of it are fupplied with old hats 
or pillows. This fpecies of fettler is feldoma good mem- 
ber of civil or religious fociety: with a large portion 
' of a hereditary mechanical kind of religion, he negleéts 
to contribute fufficiently towards building a church, or 
maintaining a regular adminiftration of the ordinances 
of the gofpel: he is equally indifpofed to {upport civil 
government: with high ideas of liberty, he refufes to 
bear his proportion of the debt contraéted by its ef- 
tablifhment in our country : he delights chiefly in com- 
pany—fometimes drinks fpirituous liquors to excels— 
will {pend a day or two in every week, in attending 
political meetings ; and, thus, he contracts debts which, 
(if he cannot difcharge ina depreciated paper curren- 
cy) compel him to fell his plantation, generally in 
the courfe of a few yeats, to the ¢hird and latt {pecies 

_ of fettler. 


as 4 
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This fpecies of fettler is commonly a man of proper- 
ty and good charatter—fometimes he is thé fon of a 
wealthy farmer in one of the interior and ancient 
counties of the ftate. His firft object is to convert 
every {pot of ground, over which he is able to draw 
water, into meadow: where this cannot be done, he 
felects the moft fertile fpots on the farm, and devotes 
it by manure to that purpofe. His next objeé is to 
build a barn, which he prefers of ftone. This build- 
ing is, in fome inftances, 100 feet in front, and so 
in depth: it is made very compact, fo as to fhut out 
the cold in winter; for our farmers find that their 
horfes and cattle, when kept warm, do not require 
near as much food, as when they are expofed to the 
cold. He ufes ceconomy, likewife, in the confump- 
tion of his wood. Hence he keeps himfelf warm in 
winter, by means of ftoves, which fave an immenfe 
deal of labour to himfelf and his horfes, in cutting 
and hawling wood in cold and wet weather. His 
fences are every where repaired, fo as to fecure his 
grain from his own and his neighbour’s cattle. But 
further, he increafes the number of the articles of his 
cultivation, and, inftead of raifing corn, wheat and 
rye alone, he raifes oats, buckwheat, (the fagopyrum 
of Linneus) and fpelts. Near his houfe, he allots 
an acre or two of ground for a garden, in which he 
raifes a large quantity of cabbage and potatoes. His 
newly cleared fields, afford him every year a large 


increafe of turnips. Over the fpring which fupplies 
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him with water, he builds a milk-houfe and over this, 
in fome inftances, he builds a fmoke houfe ; he likewife 
adds to the number, and improves the quality of his 
fruit trees :—His fons work’ by his fide all the year 
and his wife and daughters forfake the dairy and the 
{pinning wheel, to fhare with him in the toils of harveft. 
The laft object of his induftry is to build a dwelling 
houfe. This bufinefs is fometimes e ffeCted in the 
courfe of his life, but is oftener bequeathed to his 
fon, or the inheritor of his plantation: and hence we 
have a common faying among our beft farmers, ‘ that 
« a fon fhould always begin where his father left 
off ;” that is, he fhould begin his improvements, by 
building a commodious dwelling-houfe, fuited to the 
improvements and value of the plantation. This 
dwelling-houfe is generally built of ftone—it is large, 
convenient, and filled with ufeful and fubftantial 
furniture—It fometimes adjoins the houfe of the 
fecond fettler, but is frequently placed at a little 
diftance from it. = The horfes and cattle of this 
{fpecies of fettler, bear marks in their ftrength, fat 
and fruitfulnefs—of their being plentifully fed and 
carefully kept. His table abounds with a variety of 
the beft provifions—his very kitchen flows with 
“milk and honey—beer, cyder, and home made wine 
are the ufual drinks of his family: the greateft part 
of the cloathing of his family is manufactured by his 
wife and daughters: in proportion as he encreafes 


in wealth, he values the protection of laws: hence 
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he punctually pays his taxes towards the fupport of 
government. Schools and churches likewife, as the 
means of promoting order and happinefs im fociety, 
derive a due fupport from him: for benevolence and 
public fpirit, as to thefe objects, are the natural off- 
{pring of affluence and independence. Of this clafs of. 
fettlers are two-thirds of the farmers of Pennfylvania. 
Thefe are the men to whom Pennfylvania owes her an- 
cient fame and confequence. If they poffefs lefs re- 
finement than their fouthern neighbours, who cultivate 
their land with flaves, they poffefs more republican vir- 
tue. It was from the farms cultivated by thefe men, 
that the American and French armies were chiefly ‘fed 
with bread during the late revolution ; and it was from 
the produce.of thefe farms, that thofe millions of dollars 
were obtained from the Havanna after the year 1780, 
which laid the foundation of the bank of North Ame- 
rica, and which fed and cloathed the American army, 


till the peace of Paris. 





This is a. fhort-account of 
the happinefs of a Pennfylvania farmer—To this happi- 


nefs our {tate invites men of every religion and country. 


We do not pretend to offer emigrants the pleafures 
of Arcadia—It is enough if affluence, independence, 
and happinefs are enfured to patience, induftry, and — 


labour. ‘The moderate price of land,* the credit:waich 


* The unoccupied lands are fold by the ftate for about fix guineas 
inclufive of all charges, per hundred acres. But as moit of the lands 
that are fettled, are procured from perfons who had purchafed them from 


the fiate, they are fold to the firft fettler for a much higher price. The 
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arifes from prudence, and the fafety from our courts of 
law, of every {pecies of property, render the bleflings 
which I have deferibed, obje&ts within the reach of 


every man. 


From a review ef the three different fpecies of fail 
tlers, it appears, that there are certain regular ftages.. 
which mark the progréfs from the favage to civilized 
life. The firft fettler is nearly related to an Indian in 
his manners—In the fecond, the Indian manners are 
| more diluted: It is in the third fpecies. of {fettlers . 
only, that we behold civilization completed—It is 
to the third {pecies of fettlers only, that it is proper to 
apply the term of farmers. While we record the vices 
of the firft and fecond fettlers, itis but juft to men- 
tion their virtues likewife.—Their mutual wants pro- 


duce mutual devendance: hence they are kind and 


quality of the foil—its vicinity to mills, court-houfes, places of worfhip, 
and navigable water: the diftance of land-carriage to’ the fea-ports of 
Philadel phia or Baltimore, and the nature of the roads, all influence the 
price of land to the firft feitler. The quantity of cleared land, and the 
nature of the improvements, added to all the above circumftances, in- 
fluence the price of farms to the fecond and third fettlers. Hence the 
price of land to the firft fettlers is from a quarter ofa guinea to two 
guineas per acre; and the price of farms is from one guinea to ten 
guineas per acre, to the fecond and third fettlers, according as the land 
ja varied by the before-mentioned circumftances. When the firtt fetther 
is unable to purchafe, he often takes a tra& of land for feven years on a 
leafe, and contraéts inftead of payiny a rent in cafh, to clear 50 acres of 
land, to build a log cabbin, and a barn, and to plant an orchard on it. 
This tract, after the expiration ofthis leafe, fells or rents for a confidera- 


ble profit. 
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friendly to each other—their folitary fituation makes 
vifitors agreeable to them ;—hence they are hofpitable 
to flrangers: their want of money, (for they raife but 
little more than is necefflary to fupport their families) 
has made it necefiary for them to affociate for the pur- 
pofes of building houfes, cutting their grain, and the 
like :—This they do in turns for each other, without any 
other pay than the pleafures which ufually attend a 
country frolic—Perhaps what I have called virtues are 
rather qualities, arifing from neceflity, and the peculiar 
ftate of fociety in which thefe people live.—Virtue 
fliould, in all cafes, be the offspring of principle. 


I do not pretend to fay, that this mode of fettling 
farms in Pennfylvania is umiverfal—I have known 
fome. inftances where the firft fettler has performed 
the improvements of the fecond, and yielded to the 
third. Ihave known a few inftances likewife, of men 
of enterprizing fpirits, who have fettled in the wil- 
detnefs, and who, in the-courfe of a fingle life, have 
advanced through all the intermediate ftages of im- 
provement that I have mentioned and produced all 
thofe conveniences which have been afcribed to the 
third fpecies of fettlers; thereby refembling, in their 
exploits, not only the pioncers and light-infantry, 
but the main body of an army. There are inftances 
likewife, where the firft fettlement has been improved 
by the fame family, in Hereditary fucceflion, *till it 
has reached the third ftage of cultivation. ‘There 


are many {pacious ftone houfes and highly cultivated 
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farms in the neighbouring counties of the city of 
Philadelphia, which are poflefled by the grandfons and 
great-grandions of men who accompanied William 
Penn acrofs the ocean, and who laid the foun- 
dation of the prefent improvements of their pofterity, 
in fuch cabbins as have been defcribed. 


This paflion for migration which I have defcribed, 

ill appear ftrange to an European. To fee men 
turn their backs upon the houfes in’ which they _ 
drew their firft breath—upon the church in which 
they were dedicated to God—upon the graves of their 
anceftors—upon the friends and companions of their 
youth—and upon all the pleafures of cultivated 
fociety, and expofing themfelves to all the hard- 
fhips and accidents of fubduing the earth, and thereby 
eftablifhing fettlements in a wildernefs, muft ftrike a 
philofopher on your fide the water, as a picture of 
human nature that runs counter to the ufual habits 
and principles of ation in man. But this paflion, 
{trange and new as it appears, is wifely calculated 
for the extention of population in America: and 
this it does, not only by promoting the increafe of 
the human {fpecies in new fettlements, but in the 
old fettlements likewife. While the degrees of in- 
duftry and knowledge in agriculture, in our country, 
- are proportioned to farms of from 75 to 300 acres, 
there will be a languor in population, as foon as 


farmers multiply beyond the number of farms of the 
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above dimenfions. To remove this languor, which 
is kept’ up alike by the increafe of the price, and the 
divifion of farms, a migration of part of the com- 
munity becomes abfolutely neceflary. And as this 
part of the community often confiits of the idle and 
extravagant, who eat without working, their removal, 
by increafing the facility of fubfiftence to the frugal 
and induftri rious who remain behind, naturally increafes 
the number of people, juft as the cutting off the 
fuckers of an apple-tree increafes the fize of the tree, 


and He quantity of fruit. 


I ape only to add upon this fubjeét, that the 
migrants from Pennfylvania always travel to the fouth- 
ward; The foil and climate of the weftern parts of 
Virginia, North and South-Carolina, and Georgia, 
afford a more ealy fupport to lazy farmers, than the 
{tubborn but durable foil of Peanfylvania.—Here, car © 
ground requires deep and repeated plowing to render Ww 
it fruitful—there, fcratching the ground once or twice 
affords tolerable crops. Jn Pennfylvania, the length 
and coldnefs of the winter make it neceflary for the 
farmers to beltow a large fhare of their labour in pro- 
viding for and feeding their cattle ; bat in the fouthern 
{tates, cattle find pafture during the greateft part of 
the winter, in the fields or woods. For thefe reafons, 
the prea ateft part of the weftern counties of the States, 
that have been mentioned, are fettled by original in- 
habitants of Pennfylvania. During the late war, the 


¥ ¥ 
rn 
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militia of Orange county, in North Carolina, weré 
enrolled, and their number amounted to 3,500, every 
man of whom had migrated from Pennfylvania. From 
this you will fee, that our State is the great outport 
of the United States for Europeans; and that, after 
performing the office of a fieve by detaining all 
thofe people who pofleis the ftamina of induftry and 
virtue, it allows a paflage to the reft, to thofe States 


which are accommodated to their habits of indolence: 


I fhall conclude this letter by remarking, that in 
the mode of extending population and agriculture, 
which I have deferibed, we behold a new fpecies of 
war. he ¢hird fettler may be viewed as a conqueror. 
The weapons with which he atchieves his conquefts, 
are the implements of hufbandry: and the virtues which 
dire&t them, are induftry and ceconomy. Idlenefs— 
extravagance—and ignorance fly before him. appy 
would it be for mankind, if the kings of Europe 
would adopt this mode of extending their territories: 
it would foon put an end to the dreadful conneétion, 
which’ has exifted in every age, between warand 
poverty, and between conqueft and defolation. 

_ With great refpect, 
I have the honor to be, 
i Sir, 
‘Your moft obedient 
humble fervant. 





Gg 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE MANNERS OF THE GERMAN 


INHABITANTS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


fs 


QNHE ftate of Pennfylvania is fo much in- 

debted for her profperity and reputation, 

tothe German part of her citizens, that a fhort 

account of their manners may, perhaps, be ufeful 

and agreeable to their fellow citizens in every part 
of the United States. 7 


The aged Germans, and the anceftors of thofe who 
are young, migrated chiefly from the Palatinate; from 
Alcace, Swabis, Saxony, and Switzerland : but natives 
of every principality and dukedom, in Germany, are 
to be found im different parts of the ftate. They 
brought but little property with them. A few pieces 
of gold or filver coin, a cheft filled with clothes, a 
bible, anda prayer or an hymn book conftituted the 
whole ftock of moft of them. Many of them bound 
themfelves, or one or more of their children, to maf- 
ters after their arrival, for four, five, or feven years, 
in order to pay for their paffages acrofs the ocean. 
A clergyman always accompanied them when they 


came in large bodies. 


The principal part of them were farmers; but 
there were many ,mechanics. who brought with 
them a knowledge of thofe arts which are necef- 
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fary and ufeful in all countries. Thefe mechanics 
were chiefly weavers, taylors, tanners, fhoemakers, 
comb-makers, fmiths of all kinds,. butchers, paper- 
makers, watch makers, and fugar bakers. I {hall 
begin this account of the German inhabitants of 
Pennfylvania, by defcribing the manners of .the 
German farmers. 


This body of citizens are not only induftrious 
and frugal, but fkilful cultivators of the earth. I 
fhall. enumerate a few particulars, in which they 
differ from moft of the other farmers of Pennfyl- 
vania. 


_ ft. In fettling a tra@ of land, they always pro- 
vide large and fuitable accomodations for their horfes 
and cattle, before they lay out much money in 
building a houfe for themfelves, The barn and 
the ftables are generally under one roof, and contrived 
in fuch a manner as to enable them to feed their 
horfes and cattle, and to remove their dung, with 
as little trouble as poflible. ‘The firft dwelling houfe 
upon this farm is {mall, and built of logs. Tt gen- 
erally lafts the life time of the firft fettler of a tract 
of land; and. hence they have a faying, that ‘a 
“© fon fhould always begin his improvements where 
“‘ his father left off,’—that is, by building a large and 
convenient {tone houfe. 


ad. They always prefer good land or that land 
on which there is a large quantity of meadow ground. 
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From an attention .to the cultivation of grafs, they 
often double the value of an old farm in a few years, 
and grow rich on farms, on which their predeceffors 
of whom they purchafed them, have nearly {ftarved. 
They prefer purchafing farms with fome improvements 


to fettling on anew tract of land. 


3d. In clearing new land, they do not girdle the 
trees fimply,/ aid ‘leave “them-to: perifh in the grourid, 
as is the cuftom of their English or Irith aieigHhours 5 
but they generally cut them down and bern them. 
In: deftroying -under-wood and buthes, they generally 
grub them out of the ground ; by which means a field 
is as fit for cultivation. the fecond year utter it is 
cleared, as. it is in twenty years afterwards. ‘Lhe 
advantages of this mode of clearing, con{ift in the im- 
mediate produét of the field, and in the greater faci- 
lity with which it is ploughed, harrowed and . reaped. 
The expenfe of repairing a plough, which is often 
broken two or three times in a year by {mail ftumps 
concealed i inthe ground, is often greater than the So 
traordinary expenfe of .g grubbing the fame field. com- 
pletely, in clearing it. 


ath. They feed their horfes' and cows; of which 
they keep only a fmall number, in fuch a- manner, 
that the former perform twice the labour of thofe 
horfes, and the latter yicid twice the quantity of 
| milk of thofe cows, that are lefs plentifully fed, 
There is great oeconomy in this practice, efpecially 
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in a country where fo much of the labour of a 
farmer is neceffary to fupport his domeftic ani« 
mals. A German horfe is known in every part 
of the ftate: indeed he feems to “ feel with his 
«© lord, the pleafure and the pride” of his ex+ 
traordinary fize or fat, ¥ 


5th. The fences of a German farm are generally 
high, and well built; fo that his fieldsefeldom fuf- 
fer from the inroads of his own or his neighbours, 


horfes, cattle, hogs, or fheep. 


6th. ‘The German farmers are great ceconomifts of 
their wood. Hence they burn it only in ftoves, in which 
they confume but a 4th. or 5th. part of what is com- 
monly burnt in ordinary open fire places:  befides, 
their horfes are faved by means of this ceconomy, 
from that immenfe labour, in hauling wood in_ the 
middle of winter, which frequently unfits the horfes 
of their neighbours for the toils of the enfuing fpring. 
Their houfes are, moreover, rendered fo comfortable, 
-at all times, by large clofe ftoves, that twice the 
bufinefs is done by every branch of the family,in knit- 
ing, {pinning, and mending farming utenfils, that is 
done in houfes where every member of the family 
-¢rouds near to a common fire-place, or fhivers at a 
_diftance from it,—with hands and fingers that move, 
_ by reafon of the cold, with only half their ufual quick- 
. nels. 
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They difcover ceconomy in the prefervation and in- 
creafe of their wood in feveral other ways. They 
fometimes defend it, by high fences, from their cattle ; 
by which means the voung foreft trees are fuffered 
to grow, to replace thofe that are cut down for the 
neceflary ufe of the farm. But where this cannot be 
conveniently done, they furround the {tump of that tree 
which is moft ufeful for fences, viz. the chefnut, with 
a fmall triafgular fence. From this ftump a number 
“of fuckers fhoot out in a few years, two or three of 
which in the courfe of five and twenty years, grow 
into trees of the fame fize as the tree from whofe 


xoots they derived their origin. 


7th. They keep their horfes and cattle as warm 
‘as poflible in winter, by which means they fave a 
great deal of their hay and grain; for thofe animals 
when cold, eat much more than when they are ina 


more comfortable fituation. 


8th. The German farmers live frugally in their 
families, with refpect to diet, furniture and apparel. 
They fell their moft profitable grain, which is. wheat ; 
and éat that which is lefs profitable, but more nourifh- 
ing, that is rye or Indian corn. The profit to a farmer, 
from this fingle article of ceconomy, is equal, in the 
courfe ofa life time, to the price of a farm for 
one of his children. They eat fparingly of boiled 
animal food, with large quantities of vegetables, 
particularly fallad, turnips, onions, and eabbages 


a 


e 
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the laft of which they make into /our crout. They 
“Tikewife ufe a Jarge quantity of milk and cheefe 
im'their dict. Perhaps the Germans do not propor- 
tion the quantity of their animal food, to the degrees 
of their labour; hence it has been thought, by fome 
people, that they decline in ftrength fooner than their 
Englifh or Ivifh neighbours. Very few of them 
ever ufe diftilled fpirits in their families: their com- 
mon drinks are cyder, beer, wine, and fimple water. 
The furniture of their houfe is plain and ufeful. 
They cover themfeves in winter with light feather 
beds inftead of blankets: in this contrivance there 1s 
both convenience, and ceconomy, for the beds are 
warmer than blankets, and they are made by them- 
felves. ‘The apparel of the German farmers is u- 
{ually home foun. When they ufe European articles 
of drefs, they prefer thofe which are of the beft qua- _ 
lity, and of the higheft price. They are afraid of 
‘debt, and feldom purchafe any thing without paying 
cath for it. 


oth. ‘The German farmers have large or profitable 
gardens near their houfes. Thefe contain little elfe but: 
ufeful vegetables. Pennfylvania is indebted to the Ger- 
mans for the principal part of her knowledge in hor- 
ticulture. .T here was atime when turnips and cabbage 
were the principal vegetables that were ufed in diet by 
the citizens of Philadelphia. This will not furprife 
thofe perfons, who know that the firft Englifh fettlers 


in‘Pennfylvania left England while horticulture was ia 
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its infancy in that country. It was not. till the reign 
of William III. that this ufeful and agreeable art was 
cultivated by the Englifh nation. Since the fettlement: 
of a number of German gardeners in the neighbour- 
hood of Philadelphia, the tables of all claffes of citizens 
have been covered with a variety of vegetables, in 
every feafon of the year; and to the ufe of thefe 
vegetables, in diet, may be afcribed the general exemp- 
tion of the citizens of Philadelphia from difeafes 
of the fkin. 


roth. The Germans feldom Aire men to work upon 
their farms. ‘Che feeblenefs of that authority which 
matters poflefses over hired fervants, is fuch that their 
wages are feldom procured from their labour, except 


in harveft,, when they work in the prefence of their 


matters. The wives and daughters of the German 


farmers frequently forfake, for a while, their dairy and 
fpinning-wheel, and join their hufbands and brothers in 
the labour of cutting down, colleating and bringing 
home the fruits of their fields and orchards The work 
of the gardens is generally done by the women of the 
family. | 


iith., A large and ftrong waggon covered with 
linen cloth, is an effential part of the furniture of a 
German farm. In ‘this waggon, drawn by four or 
five large horfes of a peculiar breed: they convey to 


‘ market over the rougheft roads, between 2 or 3 thou- 


fand pounds weight of the produce of their farms. In 


a 


~ 
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the months of September and OGtober, itis no uncom= 
mon thing, on, the Lancafter: and Reading: roads, to 
meet injone day from fifty’ to; an hundred of thefe wag» 
gous, on their way to Philadelphia, moft of which bes 
isnge to German farmers.!’ | 


‘rath. The favourable influence of Sreukuter as 
condudted by the Germans in extending human haps 
pinefs, is manifefted by the joy they exprefs upon the 
birth of a chi Id. No dread of poverty, nor diftruft ‘of 
Providence from. an encreafing family, deprefs the 
{pirits. of thefe induftrious and frugal. people. Upon 
the birth of a fon, they exult in the gift of a ploughman 


ora wageoners and upon the birth of a daughter, they 


rejoice in the addition of another fpinfter, or milkmaid — 


to their family. Happy ftate of human fociety.! what 


bleffings can civilization confer, that can atone fot the | 


extinction of the ancient and. patriarchal, pleafure of 
raifing) up a numerous and healthy family of children, 
to labour for their parents, for themelves, and for their 
country ; and finally to partake of the knowledge and hap~ 
pinefs which are annexed to exiftence ! The joy‘of pa-= 
rents upon the birth of achild isthe grateful echo of 
creating goodnefs. May the mountains of Pennfylvania 
be for ever vocal, with fongs of. joy upon thefe 
occafions! ‘They will be the infallible figns of inno- 


eence, induftry, wealth and happinefs in the ftate. 


13th. The Germans take great pains to produce, 
in their children, not only Agdits of labour, but a /ove 


Hh «3 
.. 8 
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ofit. In this they fubmit to-the irreverfible fentence 
inflicted upon man, in fuch a manner, as to convert 
the wrath of heaven into private and public happinefs. 
s¢'To fear God, and to love work,” are the firft leffons 
they teach their children. They-prefer induftrious ha- 
bits to money itfelf; hence, whena young man afks. 
the confent of his father to marry the girl of his choice, 
he does not enquire fo much whether fhe be rich or 
poor? or whether fhe poffefses any perfonal or mental 
accomplifhments—as whether fhe be induftious, and 
acquainted withthe duties ofa good houfe-wife ? 


14th. The Germans feta great value upon patrimo- 
nial property. This ufeful principle in human nature 
' prevents much folly and vice in young people. It 
moreover leads to lafting and extenfive advantages, in 
~ the improvement of a farm 5 for what inducement can 
be f{tronger ina parent to plant’an orchard, to preferve 
foreft-trees or. to build a commodions and. durable 
houfe, than the idea, that they will all be poflefsed by a 
fucceffton of generations, who fhall inherit his blood and 


hame. 


15th. ‘The German farmers are very much influenc- 
ed in planting and pruning trees, alfo in fowing and 
reaping, by the age. and appearances of the moon. 
This attention to the ftate of the moon has been afcribed 
to fuperftition ; but if the facts related by Mr. Wilfon 
in his obfervations upon climates are true, part of their 
fuccefs in agriculture muft be afcribed to their being 
fo much influenced by it. } 


=P 
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16th. From the hiftory that has been given of the 
German agriculture, it will hardly be neceflary to add 
that a German farm may be diftinguifhed from the farms 
of the other citizens of the ftate, by the fuperior fize 
of their barns; the plain, but. compact form of their 
houfes; the height of their enclofures; the extent of 
their orchards; the fertility of their fields; the luxuri- 


ance of their: meadows, and a general appearance of. 


plenty and neatnefs in every thing that belongs to them. 


The German mechanic pofleffes fome of the traits 


of the character that has been drawn of the German 


farmer. His firft objeét is to become a freeholder 5 
and hence we find few of them live in rented houfes. 


The higheft compliment that can be paid tothemon 
entering their houfes is to afk them, “ is this houfe 


your own.” ‘They are induftrious, frugal, punctual 


and juft. Since their fettlement in Pennfylvania, — 


many of them have acquired a knowledge of thofe 
mechanical arts, which are more immediately necefla- 
ry and ufeful in a new country; while they continue 
gt the fame time, to carry on the arts they impor- 
ted from Germany, with vigour and fuccefs, 


But the genius of the Germans of Pennfylvania, is 
not confined to agriculture and the mechanical arts. 
Many of them have acquired great wealth by foreign 
and domeftic commerce. As merchants they are can- 
did and punctual. The bank of North America has 
witnefled, from its firft inflitution, their fidelity to all 


their pecuniary engagements. 


i. 


_ 
~ 
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Thus far have I defcribed the individual charater of 
feveral orders of the German citizens of Pennfylvania: 
Ithall now take. notice of fome of their. manners in 
a collective capacity. All the different fects. among 
them -are particularly attentive to the religious educa 


cation of their children, and to the eftablifhment ‘and 


fupport of the chriftian religion. For this purpofe 
they fettle as much as poflible together—and make the 
ereCtion of a fchool houfe and »a place of worfhip the 
firft objet of their care. ‘They commit the educa- 
tion and inftruétion of their children in a peculiar 
manner. to the minifters and officers of their churches 5 
—hence thicy grow up with prejudices in favour of pub- 


lic vi rorihip, and of the ‘obligations of chrittianity. 


’ Such has been “the influence | of a pious education 


» 


among the Germa 1 ‘Lutherans in Pennfylyania, that 


“in the courfe of nineteen years. only one of them 


has ever been brought to. a pase of public fhame on 


punithment, 


‘As’ members’ of ‘civil government, the Germans 
are peaceable—and exagt in the payment of their taxa, 
es. Since they have participated in the) power of; 
the ftate, many of them have, become fenfible and 
enlightened i in the fet ience of le -gillation. Pennfylvania 
has had the, dpeaker’s chair of her allembly, and 
the vice- prefident’s office of her council, filled with. 
dignity by ¢ sentlemen of German families. az he fame 
gentlemen have. fince been advanced to feats in the” 


houfe of reprefentatives, undet the new contftitution 


ie 
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of the United States. In the great controverfy about 
the national government, a large majority of the. 
Germans in Pennfylvania decided in favour of its 
adoption, notwithftanding the moft popular arts were 


ufed. to prejudice them againft it. 


The Germans are but ‘little addicted to convivial 


pleafures, 


They feldom: meet lo the, fimple athe of eating 
and drinking m what are juftly called * feeding 
<* parties”; but they are not ftrangers to the virtue 
of hofpitality—The hungry or benighted traveller, 
is always fure to find a hearty welcome under their 
roofs. A gentleman of Irifh extraction, who loft 
his way in travelling through Lancafter county, 
called late at night at the door of a German farmer. 
He was kindly received and entertained with the” 
beft of every thing the houfe afforded. The next 
morning, he offered to pay his hoft’ for his lodging, 
‘and other accommodations: ‘¢ No” faid the friendly 
German, in broken Englifh—< 1 will take nothing 
«© from you. I was once loft, and entertained, as 
‘© you have been, at the houfe of a ftranger who 
<¢ would take no pay from me for. his trouble. I 
‘am therefore now only difcharging that debt :— 
« do you pay your debt to me in the fame way 


«© to fomebody elfe.”— 


They are extremely kind and friendly as neighbours. 
They often afiift each other by loans of money for 


238 AN ACCOUNT OF THE GERMAN 
» 


a fhort time, without intereft, when the purchafe 
of a plantation makes a larger fum neceffary than is 
commonly poffefsed by a’ fingle farmer. To fecure 
their confidence, it is neceffary to be punctual. They 
never lend money a fecond time, to a man who has 
once difappointed them in-paying what he had ber- 
rowed agreeably to his promife or obligation. It 
was remarked, during the late war, that there were 
very few inftances of any of them difcharging a bond, 
or a debt, with depreciated paper money. 


It has been faid, that the Germans are deficient in 
learning; and that in confequence of their want of 
more general and _ extenfive education, they are 
much addicted to fuperftition, and are frequently 
impofed upon in the management of their affairs. 


Many of them have loft valuable eftates by being 


unacquainted with the common forms of law, in the 


moft fimple tranfaCtions; and many more of them 


-have loft their lives, by applying to quacks in fick- 


nefs: but this objection to the Germans will foon 
ceafe to have any foundation in Pennfylvania. Seve- 
tal young men, born of German parents, have been 
educated in law, phyfic and divinity, who have de- 
montftrated by their abilities and knowledge, that the 
German genius for literature has not depreciated in 
America. A college has lately been founded by the 
ftate in Lancafter,+ and committed chiefly to the care 


- 


+ This college is called after Dr. FRanxitin, who was prefident 
of the fate at the time it was founded, and who contributed very liberally 


toits funds. 
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of the Germans of all feCts, for the purpofe of diffu- 
fing learning among their children. In this college 
they are to be taught the German and Englith lan- 
guages, and all thofe branches of literature which are 
ufually taught in the colleges of Europe and America. 
The principal of this college is a native of Pennfylvania, 
of German parentage.* His extenfive knowledge and 
tafte in the arts and fciences, joined with his induftry 
in the difcharge of, the duties of his. ftation, have 
afforded to the friends of learning in Pennfylvania, the 
moft flattering profpects of the future importance and 
ufefulnefs of this inftitution, 


Both fexes of the Germans difcover a {trong propen- 
fity to vocal and inftrumental mufic. They excel, in 
pfalmody, all.the other religious focieties in the ftate. 


The freedom and toleration'of the government has 
produced a variety of fects, among the Germans in 
_Pennfylvania. The Lutherans compofe a great propor- 
tion of the German citizens of the ftate. Many of their 
churches are large and fplendid. The German Prefbyte- 
rians are the next to them in numbers. Their churches 
are likewife large and furnifhed, in many places, with 
organs. he clergy, belonging to thefe churches, have 
moderate falaries, but they are pundtually and juftly 
paid. Inthe country they have glebes which are ftocked 
and occafionally worked by their congregations. The 


* The Reverend Dr. Henry Muhlenberg. 
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extra expences of their minifters, in all their excurfion$ 
to their ecclefiaftical meetings, are borne-by their ref- 
pective congregations. . By this means the difcipline 
and general interefts of their churches are preferved 
and promoted. ."The German, Lutherans and Prefby- 
terians live in great harmony with each other, infomach 
that they often preach in each other’s churches, and in 
fome inftances. unite in building a church, in which 
they both worfhip at different times. This harmony 
between two fects, one fo much eppofed to each 


other, is owing to the'relaxation of the Prefbyterians in 


fome of the peculiar doctrines of Calvanifm. I have. 


called them Prefbyterians, becaufe moft of them objeat 
to being defignated by the name of Calvanifts. The 
Menonifts, the Moravians, the Swingfielders, and the 
Catholics, compofe the other feéts of the German inha- 
bitants of .Pennfylvania... The Menonifts hold war 
aiid oaths to be unlawful. They admit the facraments 


of baptifm, by /prinkling, and. the fupper. From them a 


feét has arifen, who hold, with the above principles and. 


ceremonies, the neceflity of zmmerfion baptifm ; hence 


they are called’ Duwkers, or Baptifts, Previoufly to 


their partaking of the facrament of the fupper, they 


wath each other’s feet, and fit down to a love-feaft, 
They practice thefe ceremonies of their religion with 
great humility and folemnity.. They, moreover, hold 
the doétrine of univerfal-falvation. From this fect 
there have been feveral feceders, one of whom devoted 


themfelves to perpetual celibacy. They have exhibited 


! 


~~ 
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for many years, a curious fpectacle of pious mortifica- 
tion, at a village called Ephrata, in ‘Lancafter county, 
They: are at prefent reduced to fourteen or fifteen 
members. The Separatiffs who likewife diffented from 
the Dunkers, reje&t the ordinances of baptifm and the 
facrament; and hold the ‘doétrine ofthe Friends, cone 
cerning the internal revelation of the gofpel.. ‘They 
hold, with the Dunkers, the doctrine of univerfal fal 
vation. The fingular piety, and exemplary ‘mofality of 
thefe fects, have been urged, by the advocates for the 
falvation of all mankind, as a proof that the belief of 
that doctrine is not fo unfriendly to morals, and the 
order of fociety, as has been fuppofed. The Dunkers 
and Separatifts agree in taking no intereft ‘upon 
money, and in not applying to. law to recover their 
debts. 

The German Moravians are a numerous and refpec= 
table body of chriftians in Pennfylvania. In their. 
village of Bethlehem, there are two large {tone buildings 
in which the different fexes are educated in habits of 
induftry in ufeful manufaQtures. The fitters (for by 
that epithet the women are called) all fleep in two 
large and neat apartments. Two of them watch over _ 
the reft, in turns, every night, to afford relief from 
thofe fudden indifpofitions which fometimes occur, in 
the moft healthy perfons, in the hours of fleep. It 
is impoffible to record this fact, without paufing a 
moment to do homage to that religion, which pro- 


Ti 


% 
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ducés fomuch union and kindnefs. in human fouls. 
The mumber of women, who belong to .this fequeft- 
exed:tfemale fociety, amounts fometimes to 120, and 
feldom:. to lefs than roo, It, is remarkable that. not-. 
withftanding they lead a fedentary life, and fet con- 
ftantly - in.clofe ftove-reoms: 'in- winter, eics not more 
than one’ of ,them, upon an average, diés in a year. 
The ‘difeafe., which. generally produces this annual 
death, ::is the confumption, The conditions and ages 
of '.the women of the wvillage, as well as of the fociety, 
that has..been mentioned,. are diftinguifhed by ribbons 
ofa) peculiar.kind which: they wear.on . their caps» 
the widows, by white ; the. married women, by blue ;, 
the fingle women, above, 18. years of age, by. pink; 
and thofe under that age, by a ribbon of a cinnamon, 
colour. Formerly this body of Moravians held. all 
their property in common in imitation of the primi- 
tive chriftians 5 but, in the year 1760, a divifion of 
the whole of i it took place, except a tavern, a tan-yard, 
$000 acres ‘of land neat’ Bethlehem, and 5000 acres 
near Nazareth, a village in the neigbourhood of 
Bethlehem. ° The profits of thefe eftates are appropri- 
ated to the fupport and propagation of the gofpel. 
There are many valuable rianufactures carried on at 
Bethlehem. The inhabitants poffefs a gentlenefs in 
their matiners, whichis peculiarly agreeable to ftrangers. 
They inure their children, of five and fix years old, to 
habits of early induftry. By this means they are not 
enly taught thofe kinds of labor which are fuited to 
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their flrength and capacities, but are preferved from 
many of the hurtful vices:and. accidents to, which 
‘children are expofed. | 


The Swingfielders are a {mall fociety. They hold 
the fame principles as the Friends, but they differ 
from them in ufing pfalmody in their worfhip. 


‘ai The German Catholics.are numerous in Philadelphia, 
and have feveral {mall chapels in other. parts of the 
ftate.. ; 


There is an incorporated charitable fociety of 
Germans in Philadelphia, whofe objects are their 
poor and diftrefled countrymen. 


There is likewife a German fociety of labourers 
and journeymen miechanics, who contribute 2s. 6d. 
eight times a year, towards a fund, out of which they 
allow 30s. a week to each other’s families, when: the 
head of itis unable to work; and 71. 10s to his 
widow, as foon ashe is taken from his family by 
death. 


The Germans of Pennfylvania, including all the fe&ts 
that have been mentioned, compofe nearly one third 
part of the whole inhabitants of the ftate. 


The intercourfe of the Germans’ with each. other, 
is kept up chiefly intheir own language; but moft 
of their men, who vifit the capital, and the trading 
er country towns of the flate, {peak the Englifh Jan- 
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guage. A certain number of the laws of the ftate 
are now printed in German, for the benefit of thofe 
of them who cannot read Englifh. A large number 
of German news-papers are likewife circulated through 
the ftate, through which knowledge and ‘intelligence 
have been conveyed, much to the advantage of the go- 
vernment. There is fcarcely an inftance of a German, 
of either fex, in Pennfylvania, that cannot read; but 
many of the wives and daughters of the German far- 
mers cannot write. ‘The prefent ftate of fociety among 
them renders this accomplifhment of little confequence 
to their improvement or happinefs. 


__ Hf it were poflible to determine the amount of all 
the property brought into Pennfylvania by the prefent_ 
German inhabitants of the ftate, and their anceftors, 


arid then compare it with the prefent amount of their 


property, the contraft would form fuch a monument 
of human induffry and economy as. has feldom been 


contemplated in any age or country. 


I have been informed that there was an ancient 
prophecy which foretold, that “© God would blefs 
s the .Germans in foreign countries.” ‘This predic- 
tion has been faithfully verified in Pennfylvania. 
They enjoy here every blefling that liberty, toleration, 
independence, affluence, virtue and reputation, can 


confer upon them. 


‘How different is their fituation here; from what 
it was in Germany! Could the fubjects of the princes 
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of Germany, who now groan away their lives in 
flavery and unprofitable labour, view from an emi-_ 
nence, in the month of June, the German fettlements 
of Stratfburg, or Manheim in Lancafter county, or of 
Lebanon or Bethlehem in the counties of Dauphin 
and Northampton ; could they be accompanied on this 
eminence, by ‘a venerable German farmer, and be 
told by him that many of thofe extenfive fields of 
grain, full-fed herds, luxuriant meadows, orchards, 
promifing loads of fruit, together with the fpacious 
barns—and commodious ftone-dwelling houfes, which 
compofe the profpects that have been mentioned, 
were all the product of the labour of a fingle fa- 
mily, and of ome. generation ; and that they were all 
fecured to the owners of them by certain laws; I 
am perfuaded, that no chains would be able to detain 
them from fharing in the freedom of their Pennfyl- 
vania friends and former fellow-fubjets. “ We 
will affert our dignity—(would be their language) 
we will be men—we will be free—we will enjoy 
the fruits of our own labours—we will no longer 
be bought and fold to fight battles—in which we 
have neither intereft nor refentment—we will inherit 
a portion of that bleffing which God has promifed 
to the Germans in foreign countries—we will be 


Pennfylvanians.”’ 


I fhall conclude this account of the manners of 


the German inhabitants of Pennfylvania by remark- 


’ 
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ing that if I have failed.in domg them juftice, it has 
not been the fault of my fubje&. The German 
character once employed the pen «of one of the firft 
hiftorians of antiquity. Ismean the elegant and 
enlightened Tacitus.. It is very remarkable that the 
Geimans in Pennfylvania retain in a great degree 
all "tes vartdes, which this author afcribes to their 
anceftors in his treatife ‘de moribus Germanorum”.—= 
They inherit their integrity—fidelity—and chaftity— 
but chriftianity has banifhed from them, their drun- 
kennefs, idlenefs, and love of military glory. » There 
is a fingular trait inthe features-of the German 
character in’ Pennfylvania, ‘which fhews how 
long the moft trifling cuftoms may exift among a, 
people who have not been mixed with other nations. 
Tacitus defcribes the manner in which the ancient 
Germans build their villages in the following words. 
« Suam quifque domum fpatiis circumdat five adverfus 
eafues ignis remedium, five infeitia edificandi.”+ Many 
of the German villages in Pennfylvania are conftruc- 
ted in the fame manner. The fmall houfes are com- 
pofed of a mixture, of wood, brick and clay, neatly 
united together. The large houfes are built of ftone, 
and many of them after the Englith fathion. Very few 
of the houfes in Germantown are connected together: 
—-Where the Germans conneé& their houfes in their 


+ Esch man leaves a fgacé between his houfe, and thofe of his neigh- 
bours, ‘either to ayoid the danger from fice, or from unfkilfulnefs in 


a:chitecture. 
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villages, theg appear to have deviated from one of 


the cuftoms they imported from Germany. 


CITIzENs of the United Bhiee learn from the 
account that has been given of the German inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania, to prize knowlédge and induftry i in 
agriculture and manufactures, as the bafis of domettic 


happinefs and national profperity. 


Lecisuarors of the United States, learn.from the 
wealth, and independence of the German inhabitants’ 
of Pennfylvania; to encourage by your example, and 
laws, the republican virtues of induftry and economy. 
They are the only pillarsswhich can fupport the Asta 
conititution of the United States. .- ! 


Lecisnarors of Pennfylvania,—learn front’ the 
hiftory of your German. fellow citizens that you, pot 
fefs an inexhauftible treafure in the ,bofom ‘of the 
_ tate, in their manners and arts. - Continue to patro-' 
mze their newly eftablifhed. feminary of learning 
and -fpare no. expenfe':in fupporting their public 
free-{chools. The vices which follow the want 
of religious inftruGtion, among the children of poor 
people, lay the foundation of moft of the jails, and 
places of public punifhment in the flate. Do not 
contend with their prejudices. in” fayour. of their 
language. It will be the channel through which | 
the knowledge and difcoveries of one of the wifett 
nations in Europe, may be conveyed into our coun-— 
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try. In proportion as they are inftructed and éti- 
lightened in their own language, they will become 
acquainted with the language of the United States. 
Invite them to thare, in the power and offices of go- 
vernment: it will be the means of producing an 
union in principle and conduct between them, and 
thofe of their enlightened fellow-citizens who are 
defcended from other nations. Above all, cherifh 
with peculiar tendernefs, thofe fects among them: who 
hold war td be unlawful.—Relieve them from the 
oppreffion of abfurd and unneceflary militia laws. 
Prote& them as the repofitories of a truth of the 
gofpel, which has exifted in every age of the church, 
and which mutt fpread hereafter over every part of the 


world. 


The opinions refpeéting the commerce and flavery 
of the Africans, which have nearly produced a revo-« 
Jution in their favour, in fome of the European go- 
vernments, were tranfplanted froma fea of chriftians 
in Pennfylvania. Perhaps thofe German feds of 
chriftians among us, who refufe to bear arms for the 
purpofe of fhedding humzn blood, may be preferved by 
divine providence, as the centre of acircle, which {halk 
gradually embrace all the nations of the earth in a per- 
petual treaty of friendfhip and peace. 





THoucHts on Common SENSE. 


| HE human mind in common with ether 
branches of philofophy, has become the 

{ubje&t of attention in the prefent age of free and 
general enquiry. While new faculties are difcover- 
ing in it, it will conduce equally to our acquiring a 
perfe& knowledge of its powers, to detect and re- 
move fuch /uppofed faculties as do not belong to ite 


T have long fufpeéted the term Common Senfe to be 
applied improperly to defignate a faculty of the mind. 
I fha'l not repeat the accounts which have been 
given of it by Cicero—Buffier—Berkely—Shaftefbury _ 
— Bentely—Fenelon—Locke—Hume—Hobs —Prieftly 
and others, all of whom agree in defcribing it as 
a faculty, or part of a faculty, poffefing a quick and 
univerfal perception of right and wrong, truth and er- 


ror, and of propriety and impropriety in human affairs. 


I fhall copy, as the fubftance of all that thofe au- 

thors have faid upon this fubje&t, Dr. Reid’s ac- 
‘count of common fenfe, publifhed in the 2d. chapter 
of the fixth number of his Eflays on the intelle€tual 
powers of man.—** It is abfurd to conceive (fays the 
*€ Doctor) that there can be any oppofition be- 
*© tween reafon and commonfenfe. It is the firft- 
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born of reafon, and, as they are commonly joined 
together in moral and yrritings they are infeparable 
in their nature.’ 


“© We afcribe to reafon two offices or two degrees. 
The firft is to judge of things felf-evident; the 
fecond is to draw conclufions that are not felf- 
evident from things that are. The firft of thefe 
is the province, and the fole province, of common 
fenfe, and therefore it coincides with reafon in its 
whole extent, and is only another name for one 


branch or one degree of reafon.” 


«There is an obvious reafon why this degree of 
reafon fhould have a name appropriated to it, and 
that is, that in-the greateft part of mankind no 
other degree of reafon isto be found. It is this 
degree of reafon that entitles them to the denomi- 


nation of reafonable creatures.” 


cé Thefe two degrees of reafon differ in other 
refpects, which would be fufficient to entitle them 
to diftin€t names. The firft is the gift of heayen— 
the fecond is learned by practice and rules, when 
the firft is not wanting.”—-—Thus far Dr. Reid. 


It is with great difidence that I cbject to any thing 


that comes from a gentleman from whofe writings I 


have derived fo much entertainment and inftruCtion, 


and who has done fo much towards removing the 


rubbifh that has for many ages obfcured the fcience 


ef metaphyficks. ‘This diffidence to offer a fingle ob- 
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jeCtion to Dr. Reid’s opinion upon the fubje& under 
confideration, is encreafed by the groupe of popular” 
and refpectable names under which hé has fupported 


a 


it. 


The idea which I have adopted of common fenfe is 
plain and fimple. I’ -confider it as the perception of 
things as they appear to the greare of part of man- 
kind. It has no rélation to their being true or file, 
right or wrong, proper ox improper. For the jake of : 
perfpicuity, I fhall define it to be, Opinions and feelings 
in unifon with the. opinions and ihe | f the bulk ve 
mankind. 

From fie dennnen it is evident that common fenfe 
muft neceffarily differ in different ages and countries, 
and; in both, muft vary withthe progrefs af tafte, 
{cience, and religion. In the uncultivated ftate of 
reafon, the opinions and feelings of a majority of 
mankind will be wrong, and, of courfe, their com- 
mon or univerfal fenfe will partake of their errors. 
Inthe cultivated ftate of ; reafon, ju/? opinions and 
feelings will become general, and the common fenfe 
of the majority will be in unifon with truth. I beg 


leaye to illuftrate what Imean by a few examples. 


1. There are many things which were contrary to 
common fenfe in former ages, both in philofophy 
and religion, which are now univerfally believed, 
infomuch that to call them in queftion is to difcover a 
want of judgment, or a defective education, 
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2. It is.contrary to common fenfe to, fpeak or 
write in favour of republicanifm, in feveral Euro- 
pean countries; and it is equally contrary to it to. 
{peak or write in favour of monarchy, in the United 
States of America. | 


Re The common fenfe of the planters in Jamaica, 
is in favour of the commerce and flavery of the Afri- 
cans.—In Pennfylvania, reafon, humanity, and com- 
mon fenfe, have univerfally declared againft them. 


4. In Turkey, it is contrary to. the common fenfe 
of delicacy which prevails in that country for a gentle- 
man to dance with a lady. No fuch common fenfe. 
prevails in any of the weftern countries of Europe, 


or in the States of America. 


5. It is contrary to the common fenfe of many, 
‘numerous fects to believe that it is poflible for men 
to go to heaven, who do not embrace their principles, 
or mode of worfhip.—Among rational men, this, 
common fenfe is contrary to truth and chriftian re~ 


ligion. 


6. The common fenfe of mankind has generally 
been in favour of eftablifhed modes and habits of prac- 
tice, in medicine. Opium, bark, mercury and the 
lancet have all forced their way into general ufe, 
contrary to this common fenfe. Their utility is a 


proof how little common fenfe accords with the deci- 
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fions of reafon, and how improperly it is fuppofed to 
be a part of that noble power of the mind. 


4. It is agreeable to the common fenfe of a great 
part of mankind, to revenge public anid private in- 
juries by wars and duels, and yet no wife or juft 
reafon has ever been given to jultify the practice of 


either of them 


_ 8. The common fenfe of the bulk of the inhabi- | 
tants of the Britifh dominions, and of the United 
States, is in favour of boys {pending four or five years 
in learning the Latin and Greek languages, in order 
to qualify them to underftand the Englifh language. 
Thofe perfons who recollect that the moft perfe& 
language in the world, viz. the Greek, was learned 
without the medium or aid of a dead or foreign lan- 
guage, confider the above practice (founded in com- 
mon fenfe) as contrary to right reafon and productive 
of many evils in education. But further, under this 
head. The common fenfe of the fame immenfe pro- 
portion of people, is in favour of teaching boys words, 
before they are taught ideas. Now nature and right 
reafon both revolt at this abfurd practice. 


g. The common fenfe of nearly all nations, is in 
favour of preventing crimes, by the punifhment of 
death, but right reafon, policy, and the experience of 


a wife and enlightened prince,} all concur in proving 


Leopold Emperor of Germany. 
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that the beft means.of. preventing Crimes, is by living: 


and not by. dead’ examples. 
- 


In the perfection of knowledge, common _fenfe 
and. truth will be in unifon with each other- It 
iS. now more related to error than truth, and in the. 
fenfe in. .which , I have. defcribed it, it implies more 


praife than cenfure to want it. 


To fay that a man has common fenfe, is to fay 
that he thinks with his age or country, in their fa//e, 
as well as‘ their ¢rue opinions; and the greater the ; 
proportion of people, he aéts and thinks with, the 
greater fhare ‘he poffeffes of this common fenfe.— 
After ~ all that°has been faid in its favour, I cannot 
help thinking ‘that it is the characteriftic only of 


coinmon minds, 


To. think and act with the majority of mankind, 
when they are: right, and differently. from them, when 
they are wrong, conftitutes in my opinion, the perfec- 


tion of human. -wildom and. condud. 


The feelings and opinions of mankind are often 
confounded’; but they are widely different from each 
other. ‘There may be'ju/? feelings connected with erro- 
neous Opinions and conduct. ‘This. is often the cafe in 
religion and government—But, in general, opinions 
and feelings are juft and unjuft in equal degrees, ac- 
cording to the. circumftances of : age, country, and the 
progrefs of knowledge before mentioned. 
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Had this common fenfe depended -upon the infor- 
mation of any one of the jive external fenfes, T thould 
hhave had no difficulty in admitting Dr. Reid’s 2ccount 
of it, inafmuch as,the perceptions they afford are the 
fame,in their nature, in all healthy men, and in all 
ages and countries. But to fuppofe it to .be an in- 
ferior degree, or the fir? act of reafon, and afterwards 
to fuppofe it to be univerfal, is to contradi&t every 
thing that hiftory and obfervation teach us of human 
nature. f 


In matters addreffed to our reafon, the principal 
bafinefs of reafon is to correct the evidence of our 
fenfes.. Indeed, the perception of truth, in philofophy, 
feems to confift in little elfe than in the refutation 
of the ideas acquired from the teftimony of our 
fenfes. In the progrefs of knowledge, when the ex- 
at conneétion between the fenfes and reafon is per- 
feétly underftood, it is probable that the fenfes and 
reafon will be in unifon with each other, and 
that mankind will as fuddenly conne& the evidence of 
all the fenfes with the decifions of reafon, as they now 


connect, with certainty, the diftance of objects with 


the evidence of the eyes. This general unifon be- 


tween the fenfes and reafon, as in the cafe of vifion, 


muft be the refult only of experience and habit. 


I cannot difmifs this fubje&t without adding the 
following remark. 

* The king of Pruffia, in his pofthumous works, fays, ‘¢ Reafon 
¢¢ never didany thing great,’ by which he muft have meant the come 


man degrees of it, or what is called, by Dr. Reid, common fenfe. 


Ef 


re 
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Mankind are governed, fays Mr. Bayle, by their 
prejudices, and not by their principles. ‘To do them 
good, we muft, in fome meafure, conform to thofe 


_ prejudices ;~hence we find the moft acceptable men 


in practical fociety, have been thofe who have never 
fhocked their cotemporaries, by oppofing popular or 
common opinions. Men of oppofite characters, like 
objects placed too near the eye, are feldom feen dif- 
tin&tly by the age in which they live. They mutt 
content themfelves with the profpects of being ufeful 
to the diftant and more enlightened generations which 
are to follow them. Galileo, who afked pardon of 
the pope, on his knees, for contradi€ting the com= 
mon fenfe of the church, refpeting the revolution of 
the earth, and Dr. Harvey, who loft all his bufinefs, 
by refufing the common fenfe of former ages, ref{pect- 


| ting the circulation of the blood, now enjoy a repu- 
a tation for their opinions and difcoveries, which has, 


in no inftance ever been given to the cold blood of 


common fenfe. 
ye ay 
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A ACCOUNT OF THE VICES PECULIAR TO THE IN-« 


Brians o¥ NortH AMERICA, 


7 T has become fafhionable of late years for the 

1 philofophers of Europe to celebrate the vir- 
tues of the favages of America.— Whether the defign 
of their encomiums ‘was to expofe chriftianity, and 
depreciate the advantages of civilization, I know not , - 
but they have evidently had thofe effets upon the 






minds of weak people. Without contradicting the 
accounts that have been publifhed by thofe gentlemen, 
a the virtues of the re in ee hall, 








fhall be taken from the travels” SP Charlevoix Mitel is 

nepen—Carver—Romans and Bartram, and from con- 
_yerfations with perfons of veracity who have refided 
-among them. 


The firft vice I thall name, that is univerfal among 





our favages, is UNCLEANNESS. They are, in general, 
ftrangers to the obligations both of morality and de- 
cency, as for as they,relate to the marriage bed.—The 
_ exceptions to this remark, have been produced among 
 thofe nations chiefly, who have had an occafional ine. 
_tercourfe with civilized nations. | 
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4. Nastintss is another Indian vice. This is ex+ 
emplified in their. food—drinks—drefs—perfons—and 
above all, in their total difregard to decency in the 
time—place—and manner of theif natural evacuations. 


3. DronkENness is a more general vice among fa- 
yages than aniong civilized nations—Whole Indian 
tribes have been deftroyed by it. Indeed they glory 
in their fondnefs for ftrong liquors, and eonfider it 
as a partof their character. A countryman who had 
dropt from his cart a keg of rum, rode back a few 
miles in hopes of finding it, On his way he met an 
Indian who lived in his neighbourhood, whom he 
afked if he had feen his keg of rum on the road? 
The Indian laughed in his face, and addreffed him in 
the following words. ‘ What a fool you are to afk 
“an indian fach a queftion. Don’t you fee Iam 
“© fober? Had I met with your keg, you would 
s¢ have found it empty on one fide of the road, and 
® Indian Tom drunk and afleep on the other.” 


4. GLUTTONY is very common among Indians. 
To this their long abftinence, produced by their idle- 
nefs, naturally tempts them.—It is very common to 
fee them ftretch themfelves on the ground after a full ~ 
meal, and grunt there for feveral hours till they reco- 
ver from the ceffe€ts ef their intemperance. Mr. 
Bartram tells us, that they fometimes rife in the middle 
of the night, in order to gratify their appetites for 
eating. . 
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§. Treacuery is another Indian vice. ‘Who ever 
trufted to an Indian treaty?—They generally begin 
their wars, with profeflions of peace and perpetual 
friendfhip. : 


6. The cruelty of Indians is well known. They 
confider compailion as a mark of effeminacy. Their 
treatment of at prifoners, fhews them to poilets a 
fpirit of revenge, which places them veo a footing 
with infernal {pirits. 


7. IpLeness is the univerfal vice of favages.~- 


They are not only too lazy to work, but even to 
think. Nothing but the powerful itimulus of | hunger 
or revenge, is fufiicient to roufe them into action. 


8. Tuert is an Indaan vice. The eas not 
only fteal from their civilized neighbours, but from 
each other, A horfe—a gun—or fpirits, have charms 
in the eyes of an Indian that no reftraints can prevent 


his ftealing, whenever they come in his way. 


g. Gaminc belongs in an eminent degree to the 
Catalogue of Indian vices. 


10. But the rinfamy of the Indian charaéter is 
completed by the low rank to which they degrade 
their women. It is well known that their women 
perform all their work. They not only prepare their 
victuals, but plant, hoe and gather their corn and 
roots. They are feldom admitted to their feafts, or 
fhare in their converfation. The men oblige them 
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to lic at their feet, when they fleep without fire; and 
at their backs when they fleep before a fire. They 
afford them no affiftance in the toils of tending, feed- 
ing, and carrying their children. They are even in- 
fenfible of the dangers to which their women are often 
expofed in travelling withthem. A gentleman from 
Northumberland county, informed me, that he once 
faw a body of Indian men and women wading acrofs 
the river Sufquehapnah. ‘The men arrived firft on 
the oppofite fhore, and purfued their journey along the 
river. ‘The women, fome of whom had children on 
their backs, upon coming to a deep and rapid current, 
fuddenly cried out for help, and made figns to their 
hufbands and fathers to come to their affiftance. 
The men ftood for a few minutes—and after atten- 
tively furveying their diftrefs, burfted out a laughing, 
and then with a merry indifference, walked from them 


along the fhore. 


This is a fhort nomenclature of the vices of the In- 
dians of North America. If it were neceflary, I would 
quote the chapters and pages of the authors who have 
eftablifhed by their obfervations, the truth of the cha- 
racter I have given of them. Iam mot difpofed to 
enter into an examination of their virtues, but I can-— 

_not help fuppofing them to be rather the qualities of 

- necefity, than the offspring of feeling, or principle. 
Their hofpitality—their friendfhips—their patience 
—and their fidelity to engagements, are the effects of 
accefiity, and are as effential to their exiftence, a 


we : 5 
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honefty is to a band of affociated robbers. Their po- 





litenefs in never contradiéting any perfon, I believe 
is the effet of indolence, for 1 know of nothing 
that lazv people diflike more than to difpute, even 
where truth is on their fide, or where victory is 
certain.— Where is the man that in a lazy fit (to which 
all men at times are fubject) has not heard falfe and 
abfurd opinions advanced in company, without con- 
tradicting them? 


The. taciturnity of the Indians whick has been fo 
much celebrated, as a mark of their wifdom, is the 
effect of their want of ideas. Except in cafes of- 
extraordinary pride, I believe taciturnity, in nine 
cafes out of ten in civilized company, is the effect 
of ftupidity. I will make one more exception to this 
rule, and that is in favour of thofe people who are 
in the habits of communicating their thoughts, by 
writing for the public, or by correfponding with 
their friends. Ideas, whether acquired from books, 
or by reflection, produce a plethora’ in the mind, 
which can only be relieved by depletion from the pen, 
or tongue. 


+ 


But what fhail we fay to the encomiums that have 
been lavifhed upon the love of liberty which cha- 
racterizes our favage neighbours ?—-Why—that they: 
arife from an ignorance of the influence of property, 
upon the human mind.—Property, and a regard for 


Jaw, are born together in all focieties. The paffion 


| . 
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for liberty in an Indian, is as different from. the 
pailion for it in a civilized republican, as the impurity 
of luft, is from the delicacy of love There is a 
certain medium to be obferved between an affection 
for law, and for liberty. An excefs of the former 
has fometimes led to tyranny, while an excefs of 
the latter, leads to idlenefs and vice. The Athenians 
zppear to have been intoxicated with an excefs of 
liberty when they fpent their whole time in hearing 
and telling news. ‘There is always an excefs of law 
or liberty in a community where poor men are 
idle, or where vices of any kind are fuffered with 


impunity. 


The only reflections that I fhall add upon this 
fubje&, fhall be,—how great are the bleflings of 
civil government which extirpates, reftrains, or punithes 
the vices that have been mentioned! and how great 
is the efficacy of chriftianity, which, by purifying the 
heart, renders the practice of the contrary virtues 


- matural and agreeable ? : 


~lL— 





OBSERVATIONS UPON THE INFLUENCE or THE HABI- 
TUAL USE of ‘TOBACCO UPON HEALTH, MORALS, 
AND PROPERTY- 


thiamine 
—— 


ERE it poilible for a being who had re- 

YY fided upon our globe, to vifit the 
inhabitants of a planet, where reafon governed, and 
“to tell them that a vile weed was in general ufe 
among the inhabitants of the globe it had left, which 
afforded. no nourifhment—that this weed was culti- 
vated with immenfe care—that it was an important 
article of commerce—that the want of it produced 
real mifery—that its tafte was extremely naufeous, 
that it was unfriendly to health and morals, and that 
its ufe was attended witha confiderable lofs of time and 


property, the account would be thought incredible, Be 


and the author of it would probably be excluded 
from fociety, for relating a flory of fo improbable a 


nature.. In noone view, is it poflible to contemplate 


the creature man in a more abfurd and ridiculous light, 


than in his attachment to Topacco. 


This weed is of a Rimulating nature, whether it 
be ifed%n {moaking, chewing or in fnuff. Like Opium 
and fpirituous liquors, it is fought for in all thofe cafes 
where the body is debilitated indirectly by intemperance 
in. eating, or by exceflive application to ftudy, or 
butnels, er diredly by {edative paflions of the mind, 
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particularly by grief and fear. Perfons after lofing 
relations or friends by death, often refort to it. One. 
of the greateft fiuffers I ever knew, ufed it for the 


firfl time, in order to confole her under a prefertiment 


‘fhe entertained, that fhe fhould die in childbed. 


Fear creates a defire for Tobacco... Hence it is 


ufed ina greater quantity by foldiers and failors than 


: by other clafles of people. . It is ufed moft: profufe- ~ 


ly by foldiers wien they act as picket guards, or centi- 
nels, and by failors in {tormy weather. Perfons 
labouring. under that ftate of madnefs which is ac- 


companied with a fenfe of mifery, are much devoted to 


it, hence the tenants of mad-houfes often acco. their 


attendants and vifitors, with petitions for ‘Tobacco. 


The progrefs of habit in the ufe of Tobacco is 
exactly the fame as in the ufe of {pirituous liquors. 
The flaves of it begin, by ufing it only after dinner— 
then during the whole afternoon, and evening, after- 
wards before dinner, then before breakfaft, and fi- 
nally during the whole night. I knew a Lady who 
had paffed through all thefe ftages, who ufed to 
wake regularly two or three times every night to 
compole her fyftem with freth dofes of fnuff. Again 
—the. progrefs in the decay of the fenfibility of the 
nofe to the flimulus of {nuff is analogous to the decay > 
of the fenfibulity of the ftomach, to the flimulus of 
pie liquors. It feels for a while the action of 

ee; next it requires Scotch fnuff, afterwards 


ifa-blackguard—and finally it is affected only by a 
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compofition of Tobacco and ground glafs. ‘This mix- 
ture is to the nofe, what Cayenne pepper and Jamaica 
{pirits are to the ftomachs of habitual dram drink- 


ers. 

The appetite for Tobacco is wholly artificial. No 
perfon was ever born with a relifh for it. Even in 
thofe perfons who are much attached to it, nature fre- 


quently recovers her difrelifh to it. © It ceafes to be 


agreeable in every febrile indifpofition. This is fo 
invariably true, that a difrelifh to it is oftena fign 
of an approaching, and a return of the appetite for 
it, a fign ofa departing fever. 


In confidering the pernicious effets of Tobacco, 
I fhall begin agreeably to the order I have laid down, 
by taking notice of its influence upon health; and 
here I fhall mention its effects not only upon the body, 
but upon the mind. 


1. It impairs the appetite. ‘Where it does not pro- 
duce this effect, 


* 


a. Ie prevents the early and complete digeftion of 
the food, and thereby induces diftrefling, and incu- 
rable difeafes not only of the ftomach, but of the 
whole body. This effec of Tobacco is the refult of 


- the wafte of the faliva in chewing, and {moking, or of 


the Tobacco infinuating itfelf into the ftomach, when 
ufed in chewing, or fnuffing.————I once loft a young 


man of 17 years of age, of a pulmonary confumps) ~— 
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tion, whofe diforder was brought on by the intempe~ 
rate ufe of fegars. 


3. It produces many of thofe difeafes which are 
fuppofed to be feated in the nerves. The late Sir 
John Pringle was fubje@ in the evening of his 
life to tremors in his hands. In his laft vifitto France, 
a few years before he died, in company with Dr. 
Franklin, he was requefted by the Doétor to obferve, 
that the fame diforder was very common among thofe 
people of fafhion who were great fnuffers. Sir John 
was led by this remark to fufpect that his tremors 
were occafioned by {nuff which he took in large 
quantities. He immediately left off taking it, and 
foon afterwards recovered the perfeét ufe of his hands. 
I have feen head-ache, vertigo, and epilepfy produced 
by the ufe of Tobacco. A Phyfician in Connedticut 
has remarked that it has in feveral inftances produced 
palfy and apoplexy, and Dr. Tiffot afcribes fudden 
death in one inftance, to the exceflive ufe of it 
in {moking. , 


4. A citizen of Philadelphia loft all his teeth by 
drawing the hot fmoke of Tobacco into his mouth 
by means of fhort pipe, and I have been informed 
of a cancer on the lip which terminated fatally from 
3 the fame caufe, in a farmer in Northumberland coun- 
ae \ ty in this fate. The acrid nature of the matter which | 
\is mixed with the fmoke of the Tobacco may eafily 
“be difcovered by the tafte or fmell of a pipe flere +h 









fa ; | ehat has been in ufe for two or three weeks. 


* 
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Si Tobacco when ufed in the form of {nuff feldom 
fails of impairing the voice by obftruéting the nofe. 
Jt moreover imparts to the complezion a difagreeable 
duiky colour. 


I have thus briefly enumerated the morbid effects 
of Tobacco upenthe human body. It remains un- 
der this head to mention, that the want of itis a 
Jource of uneafinefs more diftreffing than many bodily 
diforders. This uneafinefs in perfons who have long 
been accuftomed to the ufe of Tobacco has in fome 
inftances produced an ‘agitation of mind that has 
bordered upon diftraction. Colonel Burr informed 
me that the greateft complaints of diflatisfaction and 
fuffering that he heard among the foldiers who accom- 
panied General Arnold in his march from Bofton to 
Quebec through the wildernefs in the year 1775, 
were from the want of Tobacco. This was the more 
remarkable, as the ey were fo deftitute of provifions as 
to be obliged to kill, and eat their cogs. The Per= 
fians, we are told by travellers, often expatriate them- 
felves, when they are forbidden the ufe of Tobacco, in 
order to enjoy it ina foreign country. Thefe fats 
will not furprize thofe perfons who have been accuf- 
tomed to view our appetites when perverted to fuch 
things as are artificial and difagreeable, to be much 
more ungovernable than the appetite for things that 
are originally natural and agreeable. 
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But the ufe of Tobacco has been known to produce 
a more ferious effect upon the mind than the diftrefs 
that has been mentioned. Sir John Pringle’s memory 


was impaired by fnuff. This was proved by his re- 


covering the perfect exercife of it after he left off tak- , 


ing {nuff agreeably to the advice of his friend Dr. 
Franklin. Dr. Mafillac informed me that his father 
Joft his memory at forty years of age by the exceflive 
ufe of fnuff. He took for feveral years two ounces of 


it every day. 


In anfwer to thefe obfervations upon the morbid 
effects of ‘Tobacco it has been {aid, . , 


1. That it poflefles many medical virtues. “A grant 
it, and the faéts which eftablifh its utility in medicine 
furnifh us with additional arguments againft the 
habitual wie of it. How feeble would be the effects 
of opium, and bark upon the body :f they conftitu- 
ted a part of the condiments of our daily food ;— 
While I admit the efficacy of Tobacco as a medicine, 


I cannot help adding, that fome of the difeafes, or | 


fymptoms of difeafes which it relieves, are evidently 
induced by the habit of ufing it. Thus a dram of 
ardent fpirits fufpends, for a while, a vomiting and 
tremors of the hands, but who does not know.,that 
thofe complaints, are the effects of the intemperate 
and habitual ufe of fpirituous liquors : e 


2. The advocates for ‘Tobacco, tell us that fmok~ 


ing, and fou i ial that une afinefs which fucceeds 
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2 plentiful ‘meal. Yadmit that the ftimulars of the 
‘Tobacco reftores the fyftem from the indire€&t weak- 
_ nefs which is induced by intemperance in eating, but 
the relief which is thus ‘obtained, illy compenfates 
for the wafte of the falivain fmoking, at a time when 
it is moft wanted, or for the mixture of a portion of 
the Tobacco with the aliment in the ftomach by 
means of fnufing. But why fhould we cure one- 
evil by producing another ? would it not be much better 
to obviate the neceflity of ufing Tobacco by always eat- 
ing a moderate meal? The recollection of the remedy 
probably difpofes to that intemperance in eating which 
produces the uneafinefs that has been mentioned. 


3. Weare fometimes told that Tobacco isa pre- 
fervative from contagious difeafes. But many fats 
contradict this affertion. Mr. Howard informs us 
_ that it had no efficacy in checking the contagion of 
the plague, and repeated experience in Philadelphia 
has proved, that it is equally ineffectual in preferv- 
ing thofe who ufe it, from the Influenza and Yellow 


Fever. | 


4. It has been further faid that chewing and {mok- 
ing Tobacco affift the intelle€tual operations. So do 
wine, and diftilled fpirits, but fhall we upon, that 
account, have recourfe to thofe liquors when we wifh 
to ftimulate our thinking: faculties ¢ Tea and Coffee ! 
are to be preferred, when we wifh to ftimulate the 
mind. Mr. Pope recommends a trotting horfe for the 


fame purpofe. Roufleau excited his invention by 
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walking backwards and forwards in his room. f 
fufpe& that Tobacco is often ufed, rather to fupply 
the want of ideas than to collelt, or excite them. The 
abfence of fenfation, whether of external imprefli- 
ons upon the body, or of .the re-aétion of the mind 
in thought, is always accompanied with mifery. The 
Indians afford a ftriking proof of this remark—hence 
they {pend whole days and even weeks in fmoking, 
in order to relieve themfelves from the anguifh which, 


attends the inactivity and vacuum of their minds. 


We proceed next to mention the influence of the © 
habitual ufe of Tobacco upon morals. 


xr. One of the ufual effects of fmoking and 
chewing is thirft. This thit{t cannot be allayed by 
water, for no fedative or even infipid liquor will 
be relifhed after the mouth and throat have been 
expofed to the ftimulus of the {moke, or juice of 
Tobacco. A defire of courfe is excited for {trong 
drinks, and thefe when taken between meals foon 
Jead to intemperance and drunkennefs. One of the 
greateft fots I ever knew, acquired a love for ardent 
{pirits by {wallowing cuds of Tobacco, which he 
did, to efcape detection in the ufe of it, for he had 
contracted the habit of chewing, contrary to the 
advice and commands of his father. He died. of a 
~Dropfy under my care in the year 1780. 

2. The ufe of ‘obacco, more efpecially in fmoks 
ing, Ope cls, and idlenefs has been con~ 
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fdered as the root of allevil. «An idle man’s brain, 
«¢ (fays the celebrated and original Mr. Bunyan) 
“« is the Devil’s work fhop.” 


3. The ufe of Tobacco is neceffarily connected 
with the negle& of cleanlinefs. The imfluence of 
this neglect upon morals has been happily pointed out 
in an extract from captain Cooke’s journal, which is 
publifhed by Sir John Pringle in one of his Orations 
before the Royal Society ot London. 


4. Tobacco, more efpecially when ufed in fmoking, 
is generally offen fue to thofe people who do. not 
ufe it. To fmoke in company under fuch circum- 
ftances, is a breach of good manners; now, man 
ners have an influence upon morals. They may be 
confidered as the out pofts of virtue. A habit of 
offending the fenfes of friends or ftrangers by the ufe 
of Tobacco, cannot therefore be indulged with inno- 
cence. It produces a want of refpedt for our fellow 
creatures, and this always difpofes to unkind and 
unjuft behaviour towards them. Whoever knewa 


rude man completely, or uniformly moral ? 


The methodifts forbad the ufe of Tobacco in the 
infancy of their fociety. The prohibition difcovered a 
high and juft fenfe of the felf-denial, decency, and 
univerfal civility which are required by the gofpel. 
What reception may we fuppofe would the apoftles 
have met with, had they carried into the cities and 
houies to which they were fent, fnuff-boxes, pipes, 
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fegars, and bundles of cut, or rolls of hog, or ‘pigtail 
Tobacco? Such a coftly and offenfive apparatus for 
gratifying their appetites, would have furnithed folid 
objections to their perfons and doétrines, and would 
have been a juft caufe for the clamors and contempt 
which were excited againft them. It is agreeable to ob- 
ferve that a regard to good manners, upon this fubject, 
has at laft awakened in fome parts of the world. In 
England fmoking is not permitted in taverns and 
coffee houfes until after ro o'clock at night, and 
in France {nuffing is ‘becoming unfafhionable and 
vulgar. How much is it to be lamented that while 
the ufe of Tobacco is declining in two of the moft 
enlightned countries in Europe, it is becoming more 
general in America. Who can fee groups of boys of 
‘fix or eight years old in our ftreets {moking fegars, 
without anticipating fuch a depreciation of our pof- 
terity in health and’ charaéter, as can fcarcely be 


. 


contemplated at this diftance of time without pain 


~ 


and horror ! 


It remains now that I briefly point out the influ- 
ence of the ufe of Tobacco upon time and property. 
Snuffing makes a great inroad upon time. A man 
who takes a pinch of fnuff every twenty minutes, 
(which moft habitual fnuffers do) and fnuffs fifteen 
hours in four and twenty, (allowing him to confumie 

-not quite half a minute every time he ufes his box,) 
will wafte about five whole days of every year of his 


life in this ufelefs, and unwholefome praétice. But. 
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when we add to the profitable ufe to which this time 
might have been applied, the expenfes of Tobacco, 
pipes, Inuff and {pitting boxes—and of the injuries 
which are done to the cloathing, during a whole life, 
the aggregate fum would probably amount to feveral 
hundred dollars. ‘To a labouriug man this would be a 
decent portion for a fon or daughter, while the fame 
fum, faved by a man in affluent circumftances, weuld 
have enabled him by a contribution to a public 
charity to have leffened a large portion of the igno- 


rance, or mifery of mankind. 


In reviewing the account that has been given of 
the difagreeable and mifchievous effets of Tobacco, 
we are led to enquire, what are its ufes upon our 
globe,—for we are aflured that nothing, exifts in vain. 
Poifon is a relative term, and the moft noxious 
plants have been difcovered to afford fuftenance to” 
certain animals. But what animal befides man, will 
take Tobacco into its mouth ? Horfes, Cows, Sheep, 
Cats, Dogs, and even hogs refufe to tafte it. . Flies, 
Mofquitoes, and the moth are chafed from our cloaths 
by the fmell of it. But let ys not arraign the wifdom 
and ceconomy of nature in the produétion of this 
plant. Modern Travellers have at laft difcovered that 
it conftitutes the food of a folitary and filthy wild 
beaft, well known in the defarts of Africa, oy, the 
mame of the RocK GoAT. 


No 


~o%i 
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I thall conclude thefe obfervations by relafing an 
Anecdote of the late Dr. Franklin.’ A few months 


before his death, he declared to one of his friends that 


he had never ufed Tobacco in any way in the courfe 


of his long life, and that he was difpofed to believe 


there was not much advantage to be derived from it, 
for that he had never met with a man who ufed it, 
who advifed him to follow his example, 
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AN ACCOUNT or THE SUGAR MAPLE-TREE OF THE 
United States. IN a veTTER TO THOMAS JEFFER- 
sen, EsQ. THEN SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE 
UnirenS trates, ANDONE OF \ ICE PRESIDENTS OF 
THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 





Dear Sir, ? | 
fe obedience to your requeft, I have fat down 


to communicate to our Society through the 


medium of 2 letter to you, a fhort account of the 
Sugar Maple-tree of the United States, together with 
fuch facts and remarks as I have been able to colle, 
upon the methods of obtaining Sugar from it, and 
upon the advantages both public and private, of this 


Sugar. 


The Acer Sacharinum of Linneus, or the Sugar Ma- 
ple-tree, grows in great quantities in the weftern 
counties of all the Middle States: of the American 
Union. Thofe which grow in New-York and Penn- 
fylvania yield the Sugar in a greater quantity than 
thofe which grow on the waters of the Ohio.— 
Thefe trees are generally found mixed with the Beech, 
(a) Hemlock, (b) White and water Ath, (¢) the 
Cucumber tree, (d) Linden, (e) Afpen, (f) Butter Nut, 
(g) and Wild Cherry trees (h). They fometimes 


appear in groves covering five or fix acres in a body, 
~ / ; 


(a) Fagus Ferruginea. (b) Pinus abies. (c) Fraxinus Ame- 
ticana. (d) Magnolia acuminata. (e) Tilia Americana.  (f) Po- 
pulus tremula. (g) Juglans alba (oblonga. ) (h) Prunus Virginiana, 
of Linnzuss 


' 
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but they are more commonly interfperfed with fome, 
or all of the foreft trees which have been mentioned. 
From ‘30 to 50 trees are generally found upon an acre 
of ground. They grow only in the richeft_ foils 
and frequently in ftony ground. Springs of the 
pureft water abound in their neighbourhood. They 
-are when fully grown as tallas the white and black 
oaks, and from two to three feet in diameter.* They 
put forth a beautiful white bloffom in the Spring 
before they fhowa fingle leaf. The colour of the 
blofom diftinguifhes them from the acer rubrum, or 
the common maple, which affords a bloffom of a red 
colour. The wood of the Sugar Maple-tree .is ex- 
"remely inflammable, and is preferred upon that account 
by hunters and furveyors for fire-wood. Its {malt 
branches are fo much impregnated with fugar as to 
afford fupport to the cattle, horfes, and fheep of the 
firft fettlers during the winter, before they are able to 
cultivate forage for that purpofe. Its afhes afford a 
great quantity of pot afh, exceeded by few, or pethaps 
by none of the trees that grow in the woods of the 3 
United States. 


The tree 1s fuppofed to arrive at its full Brown | in 
| the woods in twenty years. 


- * BaronLa Hontan, in his voyage to North America, gives the follow- 
ing account of the Maple-tree in Canada. After deferibing the black 
Cherry-tree, fome of which he fays are as tall as the loftieft oaks, and 
as bigas a hogfhead, he adds, ‘* The Maple-tree is much ofthe fame 


‘s height and bulk. ‘It bears no refemblance to that fort we have ig 4 
« : o) bd ye '¥ . 
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It is not injured by tapping; on the contrary, the 
oftner it is tapped, the more fyrup is obtained from 
it. In this refpect it follows a law of animal fecre- 
tion. A fingle tree has not only furvived, but flourifh- 
ed after forty-two tappings in the fame number of 
‘years. ‘The effets of a yearly difcharge of fap from 
the tree in improving and increafing the fap, is demon- 

rated from the fuperior excellence of thofe trees 
which have been perforated in an hundred places, by : 
a {mall wood-pecker which feeds upon the fap. The 
trees after having been wounded in this way, diftil 
the remains of their juice on the ground, and after- 
wards acquire a black colour. The fap of thefe trees 
is much f{weeter to the tafte than that which is obtain- 
ed from trees which have not been previoufly wound- 


ed, and it affords more fugar. 


From twenty-three gallons and one quart of {ap pro, 
cured in twenty hours from only two of thefe dark 
coloured trees, Arthur Noble, Efq. of the ftate of 
New-York, obtained four pounds and thirteen ounces 
of good grained fugar. . 


A tree of an ordinary fize. yields in a good feafon 
from twenty to thirty gallons of fap, from which are 
made from five to fix pounds of fugar. ‘To this there 
are fometimes remarkable exceptions. Samuel Low, 
_ Efq. a Juftice of Peace in Montgomery county, in 
the ftate of New-York, informed Arthur Noble, Efq. 
that he had made twenty pounds and one ounce of 


aese 
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fagar between the r4th and’ 23d of April, m the 


year 1789, froma fingle tree that had been tapped 


for feveral fucceflive years before. - 


From the influence which culture has upon foreft 
and other trees, it has been fuppofed, that by tranf- 
planting the Sugar Maple tree into a garden, or by 
deftroying fuch other trees as fhelter it from the 
ways of the Sun, the quantity of the fap might be 
imcreafed ; and its quality much improved. I have 
heard of one fact which favours this opinion. A 
farmer in Northampton county in the ftate of Penn- 
fylvania, planted a number of thefe trees above twenty 
years ago in his meadow, from ¢hree gallons of the» 
fap of which he obtains every year a pound of fugar. | 
It was remarked formerly thet it required five or fix 
gallons of the fap of the trees which grow ia the 


woods, to. Pee the fame quantity of fagar. 


The fap diftils from the cod of the tree. Trees 
which have been cut down in the winter for the 
fapport of the domeftic animals of the new fettlers, 
yield a confiderable quantity of fap as foon as their 


trunks and limbs feel the rays of the Sun in the 


pring of the year. 


Ht is in confequence of the fap of thefe trees being 
equally diffufed through every part of them, that 


they hive three years after they are girdled, that is, after 


a circular incition is made through the bark mto the 


fubflance of the tree for the purpofe of deftroying it. 


etl ow) ee ee Peewee 


f 


THE SUGAR MAPLE-TREE. “aa 


— At is remarkable that grafs thrives better under 
this tree. in a meadow, than in fituations expofed to 


the conftant action of the Sun. 


The feafon for tapping the trees is in February, 


March, and April, according to the weather which 


eccurs in thefe months. — 


ts ; ; ‘ 


Warm days and fr ofy nights are mott favourable 


to a plentiful difcharge of fap.* The quantity obtain - 


ed in a day from atree, is from five gallons to a pint, 
according to the greater or lefs. heat of the air.’ Mr. 
Low, informed Arthur Noble, Efg. that be obtained 
near three and twenty gallons of fap in one day 
(April 14, 1789.) from the fingle tree which was 
efore mentioned. Such inftances of a profufion of 


fap in fingle trees are however not very common. 
There is always a fufpenfion of the difcharge of 
ef fap in the night ifa froft fucceed a warm day. 


The perforation in the tree is made with an axe or aa 


ey 


auger. The latter is preferred from experience of its’ 


advantages. ‘The auger is introduced about three-quar- 


ters of an inch, and in an afcending direction (that the 


* The influence of :he weather in increafing and lefiening the difcharge 


of the fap from trees is very remarkable. 


Dr. Tongue fuppofed long ago (Philofophical TranfaGtions, No. 68). 


that changes in the weather of every kind might be better afcertained — 


_by the difcharges of fap from trees’ than by weather glaffes. 


have feen a journal of the effects of heat, cold, moifture, drought 
and thunder upon the difcharges ore the figar trees, which dilpdfes 


me to believe that there is fome foundation for Dr. Tongue’s opinion. 


e 
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fap may not be frozen in a flow current in the nior. 
nings or evenings) and is afterwards deepened gradu- 

ally to the extent of two inches. A fpout is intro- 
duced about half an inch into the hole, made by this 
auger, and projects from three to twelve inches from 

the tree. The fpout is generally made of the Sumach 

(a) or Elder, (b) which commonly grow in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fugar trees. The tree is firft tapped 
on the South fice; when the difcharge of its fap 
begins to leflen, an opening is made on “its North 
fide, from which an increafed difcharge takes place. 
The fap flows from four to fix weeks, according to 
the temperature of the weather. ‘Troughs large enough 
to contain three or four gallons made of white pine, 
er white afh, or of dried water afh, afpen, linden, 
poplar, (c) or common maple, are placed under the 
{pout, to receive the fap, which is carried every day 
to a large receiver, made of either of the trees before » 
mentioned. From this receiver it is conveyed, after 

“being ftrained, to the boiler. : | 


To preferve the fap from rain and impurities of | 
all kinds, it is a good pra€tice to cover the’ troughs 
with a concave board, with a hole in the middle 
of it. | j 

; ; 

It remains yet to be determined whether fome arti- 


ficial heat may be applied fo as to increafe the quantity 
(a) Rhus. (b) Sambucus canadenfis. (c) Liriodendron Tulipifera. 
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and improve the quality of the fap. Mr. Noble in- 
formed me, that he faw a tree, under which a farmer 
had accidently burnt fome brufh, which dropped a 
a thick heavy fyrup refembling molaffes. This fa& 
may probably lead to fomething ufeful hereafter. 


Duringthe remaining part of the {pring months, 
as alfo in the Summer, and in the beginning of Aus. 
tumn, the maple ‘tree yields a thin fap, but not fit 
for the manufactory of fugar. It affords a pleafant 
drink in harveft, and has been ufed inftead of rum, 
in fome inftances by thofe farmers in Connecticut, 
whofe anceftors have left to them here, and there, a- 
fugar maple, tree, (probably to fhade their cattle,) in- 
all their fields. Mr. Bruce defcribes a drink of the 


fame kind, prepared by the inhabitants of Egypt, by 
infufing the fugar cane in water, which he declares 


to be. «6 the -mofk refrefhing drink 1 in the world.”* 


* Baron La Hontan, gives the following account of re fap of the 
fugar maple-tree, when ufed as a drink, and of the manner of obtaining 
it. ‘The tree yields a ce which has a much pleafanter tafte than 
the beft lemonade er cherry water, and makes the wholefomeft drink 
in the world. This liquor is drawn by cutting the tree two inches deep 
in the wood, the cut being made floping to the length of ten or twelve 
inches 3 at the lower end ofthis gath, a knife is thru into the tree flopinglys 
fo that the water runs along the cut or gafh, as through a gutter and falls 
upon the knife, which has fome veffels placed underneath to receive it. 
Some trees will yield five or fix bottles of this water in aday,and fome 
inhabitants of Canada might draw twenty hogfheads of it inone day, 
if they would thus cut and notch all the maple trees of their refpec- 
tive plantations. The gafh does no harm to the tree. Of this fap they 
make fugar and fyrup which is fo valuable that there can be no better 
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There are three methods of reducing the fap te 
fugar. 


& % Z 


1. By freezing it; this method has been tried for 
many years, by Mr. Obediah Scott, a farmer in 
Luzerne county in this ftate, with great fuccefs. He 
fays that one half of a given quantity of fap re- 


duced in this way, is better than one-third of the- 


fame quantity reduced by boiling. If the froft fhould 
not be intenfe enough, to reduce the fap to the 
graining point, it may afterwards be expofed to the 
action of the fire for that purpofe. } 


2. By fpontaneous evaporation. |The hollow ftump 


of a maple-fugar tree, which had been cut down in 


the fpring, and which was found fometime after- 
wards filled with fugar, firft fuggefted this method of 


obtaining fugar to our farmers. So many circum. — 


{tances of cold and dry weather, large and flat veflels, 
and above all fo much time are neceflary to obtain 


fugar, by either of the above methods, that the moft. - 


general method among our farmers is to obtain it,” 
4 ¥ “4 


3. By Joiling. For this purpofe the following fads 
which have been afcertained by many experiments, 


deferve attention. B: 


1. The fooner the fap is boiled, after itis collect- 
ed from the tree, the better. It fhould never be kept 
remedy for fortifying the ftomach. Tis but few of the inhabiants 
that have the patience to make them, for aa common things are 
flighted, fo there are fearce any body but children that give themfelves 


he trouble of gafhing thefe trees.” 
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yonger than twenty four hours, before it is put over the 


fire. . 
2. The larger the yeffel in which the fap 3s boiled, 


the more fugar is obtained from it. 


g. A copper veffel affords a fugar of a fairer 
eolour than aniron veffel. | 


The fap flows into wooden troughs from which it 
is carried and poured into ftone troughs or large 
cifterns in the fhape of a canoe or large manger made 
of white ath, linden, bafs wood, or white pine, from 
which it is conveyed to the kettle in which it is to 
be boiled. Thefe cifterns, as well as the kettle, are 
‘generally covered by a fhed to defend the fap from 
the rain. ‘Vhe fugar.is improved by ftraining the fap 
through ablanket or cloth, either before or after it is 
half boiled. Butter, hogs lard, or tallow are added to 3 
_ the fap in ee kettle to prevent its boiling over, aud 
lime, eggs or new-milk are mixed with it in order 
to clarify it. [have feen clear fugar made without’ 

the addition of either of them. A fpoonful of flack 
Time, the white of one egg, and a pint of new-milk 
are the ufual proportions of thefe articles which are 
mixed with fifteen gallons’ of fap. In fome famples 
which I have lately feen of maple-fugar clarified with 
each of the above articles, that, in which milk alone 
was ufed, had an eyident fuperiority over the others, 
in point of colour. 


The fugar after being fufficiently boiled, is grained 
and clayed, and afterwards refined, or converted into 


gh 
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loaf fugar.. The methods of conduéting each of thefe 
procefles is fo nearly the fame with thofe which are 
ufed in the manufactory of Wett-India fugar, and 
are fo generally known, that I need not fpend any 
time in defcribing them. : ai 


It has been afubje&t of enquiry whether the ma- 
ple fugar might not be improved in its quality and 
increafed in its quantity by the eftablifment of 
boiling houfes in the fugar maple country to be con- 
ducted by affciated labor. From the fcattered fitu- 
ation of the trees, the difficulty of carrying the fap 
to a great diftance, and from the many expenfes 
which muft accrue from fupporting Jabourers and 
horfes in the woods in a feafon of the year in which 
nature affords no fuftenance to man or beaft, I am 
difpofed to believe that the moft produétive: method 
both, in quantity and profit of obtaining this fugar 
will be by the labor of private families. For a great 
number of years many hundred private families in 
New-York and Pennfylvania have fupplied themfelves 
plentifully with this fugar during the whole year. 
I have heard of many families who have made from 
two to four hundred pounds in 2 years end of one 
man who fold fix hundred pounds, ‘all made with his 


o 


own hands in one feafon.* . 


* The following receipts tublifoed by William Cooper, Ey. inthe Albang- — 
Gazette, fully efablifbes this fad. ae ; 
“¢ Received, Cooper’s Town, April 30th, 1790, of William Cooper, 


fixteen pounds, for fix hundred and forty poands of fugar made with my 
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Not more knowledge is neceflary for making this 
fugar than is required to make foap, cyder, beer, 
four-crout, &c. and yet one or all of thefe are made 
in moft of the farm houfes of the United States. 
‘The kettles and other utenfils of a farmer’s kitchen» 
will ferve moft of the purpofes of making iugar, and 
the time required for the labor, (if it deferves that 
name) is at a feafon when it is impoffible for the 
farmer to employ himfelf in any fpecies of agricul- 
ture. His wife and all his children above ten years 
of age, moreover may aflift him in this bufinefs, 
for the profit of the weakefl of them is nearly equal 
‘to that ofa man, when hired for that purpofe. 


A comparative. view of this fugar has been fre- 
quently made with the fugar which is obtained from 
the Weft India fugar cane, with refpe& to its 
quality, price, and the pofible or probable quantity that 
can be made of it in the United States, each of which 


I fhall-confider in order. 


r. The gwality of this fugar is neceflarily better 
than that which is made in the Weft-Indies. It is 
“prepared in a feafon when not a fingle infeé exifts 
to feed upon it, or to mix its excretions with it, and 


own bands, without any afiftancein lefsthan four weeks, befides attend - 
ing to the other bufinefs of my farm, as providing fire wood, taking care of 
the cattle, &e. John Nicholls. Witnefs R, Smith. 

~ “A fingle family, confifting of a man and his two fons, on the maple 
fugar lands between the Delaware and Sufquehannah made 1300/b. of. 


maple fugar in one feafon. 


© 
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before a particle of duft or of the pollen of plants 
can float in the air. ‘The fame obfervation cannot 
be applied to the Weft-India fugar. The infects and 
worms which prey upon it, and of courfe mix with 
it, compote a page ina nomenclature of natural hiftory. 
} fhall fay nothing of the hands which are employed 
in making fugar in the Weft-Indies but, that men 
who work for the exclufive benefit of others, are not 
under the fame obligations to keep their perfons clean 
while they are employed in this work, that men 
women and children are, who work exclufively for 
the benefit of them/felves, and who have been educated 
in the habits of cleanlinefs. The fuperior purity of 
the maple fugar is farther proved by its leaving _ 
2 lefs fediment when .diffolyed in. water, than the 
Weilt-India fugar, : 


it has been fuppofed that the maple fugar is inferi- 
ertothe Weflt-India fugar in frength. The experi- 
ments which led to this cpinion, I fufpeet have been ins 
accurate, or liave been made with maple fugar, pre- 
pared in a flovenly manner. I have examined equal 
quantities, by weight, of both the grained and the 
loaf fugar, in hyfon tea, and in coffee, made in eve- 
ry refpect equal by the minuteft circumftances that 
eould affect the quality or tafte. of each of them, 
and could perceive no inferiority in the ftrength of the 
mapic fugar. The liquors which decided this quef- 
tion were examined at the fame time, by Alexander 


Hamilton, Efg. Secretary of the Treafury of the 
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United States, Mr. Henry Drinker, and feveral Ladies, 


who all concurred in the above opinion. 


2. Whoever confiders that the gift of the fugar 
maple trees is from a benevolent Providence, that 
we have many millions of acres in our country cos 
vered with them, that the tree is improved by, repeat- 
ed tappings, and that the fugar is obtained by the fru- 
gal labor of a farmer’s family, and at the fame time 
confiders the labor of cultivating the fugar cane, the 
the capitals funk in fugar works, the firft coft of 
flaves and cattle, the expenfes of provifions for both 
of them, and in fome inftances the additional ex- 
penfe of conveying the fugar ‘to a ‘market, in all the 
Wett-India Tlands, will not hefitate in believing 
that the maple fugar may be manufactured much 
cheaper, and fold at a /e/s price than that which is 
made in the Weit-Indies. — 


3. The refources for making a fufficient guantity 
of this fugar not only for the confumption of the 
United States, but for exportation, will appear from 
the following fa€ts. There are in the ftates of 
New-York, and Pennfylvania alone at leaft ten milli- 
ons ef acres of land which produce the fugar maple- 
tree, in the proportion of thirty trees to one acre. 
Now, fuppofing all the perfons capable of labor in a 
family to confift of three, and each perfon to attend © 
1so trees andeach tree to yield slhs. of fugar in a 
feafon, the product of the labor of 60,000 families 


a) 





288 AN ACCOUNT oF 


would be 135,000,00@ pounds of fugar, and allowing 
the inhabitants of the United States to compote 
600,000 families, each of which confumed 209 pounds 
of fugar ‘ina year, the whole confumption would be 
120,000,000 pounds in 2 year, which would leave a 
balance of 15 000,000 pounds for exportation. Va- 
luing the fugar at 6-90 of a dollar per pound, the 
fum faved to the United States would be 8,000,000 
dollars by home confumption, and the fum gained by 
exportation would be 1,000,000 dollars. The only 
part of this calculation that will appear improbable 
is, the number of families fuppofed to be employed 
in the manufa€tory of the fugar, but the difficulty of 
admitting this fuppofition will vanifh when we confi- 
der, that double that number of families are employed 
- every year, in making cyder, the trouble, rifks and 
expentfes of which are all much greater than thofe 


of making maple-fugar. 


But the profit of the maple tree is not confiried to 
its fugar. It affords a moft agreeable molaffes, and 
an excellent vinegar, The fap which is fuitable for 
thefe purpofes is obtained after the fap which affords 

the fugar has ceafed to flow, fo that the manufato- 
ries of thefe different products of the maple tree, by 
fucceeding, do not interfere with each other. The 
molaffes may be made -to compofe the bafis of a plea- 
fant fummer beer. The fap of the maple is more~ 
over capable of affording a fpirit, but we hope this 
precious juice will never be proftitued by our citi- 
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zens to this ignoble purpofe. Should the ufe of fugar: 


in diet become more general in our country, it may 


tend to leffen the inclination or fuppofedineceflity for 


{pirits, for I have obferved a relifh for fugar in. diet 
to be feldom accompanied by alove for ftrong drink. 
It is the fugar which is mixed with tea which makes 
it fo generally difagreeable to drunkards. Bur a diet, 


confifting of-a plentiful mixture of fugar has other 


advantages to recommend it, which I fhall briefly enu- 


merate... 


1. Sugar affords the greateft quantity of nourifh- 


ment in a given quantity of matter of any fubftance 


in nature ; of courfe it. may be preferved in lefs room 


in our houfes, and.may be confumed in lefs. time, - 


than move bulky and lefs nourifhing aliment. It has 


this. peculiar advantage over moft kinds of aliment, 


that it is not liable to have its nutritious qualities 


affected by time or the weather, hence it is preferred ~ 
by the Indians in their excurfions from home. They - 
mix a certain quantity of Maple fugar, with an equal . 
quantity of Indian corn, dried and powdered, in its , 


milky ftate. ‘This mixture is packed in little bafkets, 


which are frequently wetted in travelling, without 


injuring the fugar.. A few fpoons full of it mixed | 


with half a pint of {pring water, afford them a’ plea- 


fant’ and ftrengthening meal. Ftom the degrees of 


ftrength and nourifhment, which are conveyed into — 
animal bodies by a fmall bulk of fugar, I conceive it ’ 


might be given to horfes with great advantage, when 
Pigs | 





¥ 
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they are ufed in circumftances which make it difficult 
or expenfive to fupport them, with more bulky or 
weighty aliment. A pound of fugar with grafs or 
hay, I have been told, has fupported the ftrength and 


{pirits of an horfe, during a whole day’s labour in one 


of the Weft-India Iflands. A larger quantity given 
alone, has fattened horfes and cattle during the war 
before laft in Hifpaniola, for a period of feveral 
months, in which the exportation of fugar, and the 
importation of grain, were prevented by the want of 


fhips. 


a. The plentiful ufe of {ugar in diet, is one of the 
beft preventives that has ever been difcovered of the 
difeafes which are produced by worms. The Author 
of Nature feems to have implanted a love for this ali- 
ment in all children, as if it were on purpofe to defend 
them from_thofe difeafes: I know a gentleman in 
Philadelphia, who early adopted this opinion, and 
who by indulging a large family of children, in the 
ufe of fugar, has preferved them all from the difeafes 
wfually occafioned by worms. 


' 3. Sir John Pringle has remarked, that the plague — 


' has never been known in any country where fugar 


compofes a material part of the diet of the inhabitants. 
I think it probable, that the frequency of malignant 
fevers of all kinds has been leffened by this-diet, and 
that its more general ufe would defend that clafs of 
people, who are moft fubject to malignant fevers, 
from being fo often affected by them. = 
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4 Inthe numerous and frequent diforders of the 
breaft, which occur in all countries, where the body is 
expofed to a variable temperature of weather, {ugar 
affords the bafis of many agreeable remedies. It is 
ufeful in weaknefles, and acrid defluxions upon ‘other 
parts of the body. Many facts might be adduced ‘in 
favor of this aflertton. I fhall mention only one, 
which from the venerable name of the perfon, whofe 
cafe furnithed: it, cannot at] of commanding atten- | 
tion and credit. Upon my enquiring of Dr. F rank- 
lin, at the requeft of a friend, about a year before he 
died, whether he had found any relief from the pain 
of the ftone, from the Blackberry Jam, of which he 
took large quantities, he told me that he had, but 
that he believed the medicinal part of the jam, 
refided wholly in the fugar, and as a reafon for think- 
ing fo, he added, that he often found the fame relief, 
by taking about half a pint of a fyrup, prepared by 
boiling a little brown fugar in water, juft before he 
went to bed, that he didfrom a dofe of opium. It 
has been fuppofed by fome of the early phyficians of 
our country, that the fugar obtained from the maple 
tree, is more medicinal, than that obtained from the 
_ ‘Weft-India fugar cane, but this opinion I believe is 
without foundation. It is preferable in its qualities to 
the Wett-India fugar only from its fuperior cleani- 
nels. 

Cafes may occur in which fugar may be required 
in medicine, or in diet, by pérfons who refufe to be 
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benefited, even indire€tly by the labour of flaves. In 


fuch cafes, the innocent maple piss will always be pre- 


ferred*.: 


Tt has been faid, that fugar injures the teeth, but’ 
this opinion now has fo few advocates, that it does 


not defeve a ferious refutation. 


To tranfmit to future generations, all the ad vatin 
tages which have been enumerated from the maple 
tree, it will be neceflary to proteét it by law, or by 
a bounty-upon the maple fugar, from being deftroyed 
by the fettlers in the maple country, or to tran{plant 
it from the woods, and cultivate it. in the old and 
improved parts. of the United States. An orchard 
confifting of 200 trees, planted upon a common farm 
would yield more than the fame number of apple trees, 
at a diftance from.a market town. A full grown 
.tree in the woods yields‘ fve pounds of fugara year. , If 
a greater expofure of a tree to the action of the fun, 
has the fame effects upon the maple, that it has upon 
other trees, a larger quantity of fugar might reafonably 
be expected from cach tree planted in an. orchard. 
Allowing it to be only feven pounds, then 200 trees © 
will yield 1400 pounds of fugar, and deducting 200 
from the quantity, for the confumption of the family, 
* * Dr. Knowles, a phyfcian of worthy chara@ter in London, had -occafion 
to recommend a dict toa patiént, of which fugar compofed a material part. 
His patient refufed to fubmit to his prefcription,and gave as a reafon for 


“it, that be had witneffed fo much of the oppreffion and cruelty which 


were exerciled upon the flaves, who wade the fugar, that he had made a 
. > s! 


ay : : . . 
vow never to taftethe rodu& of their mifery as long as he lived 


- 


\ 
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there will remain for fale 1200 pounds which at 


6-96 of a dollar per pound will yield-an annual profit | 


to the farmer of 80 dollars. But if it fhould be 


found that the fhade of the maple does not check the 


_ growth of grain any more than it does of grafs, double 
or treble that number of maple trees may be plant- 
ed en every farm, and a profit proportioned to the 
above calculation be derived from them. Should. this 


mode of tranfplanting the means of obtaining fugar 


be fuccefsful, it will not be a new one. The fugar 


cane of the _Weft-Indies, was brought originally from 
_ the Eaft-Indiés, by the Portuguefe, and cultivated at 
Madeira, from whence it was tran{planted directly ‘or 
indirectly, to all the fugar Iflands of the Welt-Indies. 


It were to be withed, that the fettlers upon the fu- 
gar maple lands, would {pare the fugar tree in. clearing 
their lands, On a farm of: 200, acres: of itid: accor- 
ding to our former calculation, there are -ufually 
6,009 maple trees. If only 2,000 “of thofe original 
_ and ancient inhabitants of the woods, were {uffered 
to remain, and each tree were to afford only five 
pounds of fugar, the annual profit of fuch a farm in 


fugar alone, at the price formerly mentioned, would 


‘amount to 666 dollars, 150 dollars of which would ‘ 
probably more than defray. all the expentfes of making: 


It, and allow a plentiful deduétion for family. ufe. 


According to the ufual-annual profit of a fugar ma- 
ple tree, each tree_is worth to a farmer,.two dollars 


and 2-3 of a dollar; exclufive therefore of the value 
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of his farm, the 2,000 fugar maple trees alone confer @ 
value upon it of 5,330 dollars and 33-90 of a dollar. 


It is faid, that the fugar trees when deprived of the 
fhelter and fupport they derive from other foreft trees, 
are liable to be blown down, occafioned by their 
growing in a rich, and of courfe a loofe foil. To 
obviate this, it will only be neceflary to cut off fome 
of theit branches, fo as to alter its center of gravity, 
and to allow the high winds to have an eafy paflage 
throughthem. Orchards of fugar maple trees, which 

grow with an original expofure of all their parts to 
the a€tion of the fun, dase not be liable to this in- 


canvenience. 


Ta contemplating the prefent opening profpedts in. 
human affairs, I am led to expe€t that a material fhare 
of the happinefs, which Heaven feems to have prepa- 
red for a part of mankind, will be derived from the 

~ manufactory. and general ufe of maple fugar, for the” 
benefits which I flatter myfelf are to refult from it, 
will not be confined to our own country. They will, 
I hope, extend themfelves to the interefts of humanity 
ithe Weft-Indies. With this view of the fubject of 
this letter, I cannot help contemplating a fugar ma- 

e tree with a fpecies of affeCtion and even venerations 

“i . I have perfuaded myfelf, to behold in it the happy 
means of rendering the commerce and flavery of our * 
African brethren, i the fugar [lands as Un nVEC RAY» 


-asithas always been inhuman and unjuft. ‘ 


From: dear Sir, yout fincere friend, 


July roth r7g1. BENJAMIN RUSH- 





AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH or Enpwarp 


| DRINKER, WHO DIED ON THE 17TH OF NOVEMBER, 


178%, IN THE 103 YEAR OF HIS AGE. 


eras 
——— 


DWARD DRINKER was born on the 

24th of December, 1680, in a {mall cab- . 

bin, near the prefent corner of Walnut and Second- 
{treets, in the city of Philadelphia. His parents came 
from a place called Beverly, in the ftate Maffachufetts. — 
The banks of the Delaware, on which the city of 
Philadelphia now ftands, were inhabited, at the time 
of his birth, by Indians, anda few Swedes and Hol- 
landers. He often talked to his companions of pick- 
ing whortle berries and catching rabbits, on {pots 
now the moft improved and populous in the city. 
He recollected the fecond time William Penn came 
to Pennfylvania, and ufed to point to the place where 
the cabbin ftood, in which he, and his friends, that 
accompanied him, were accommodated upon their arti 
val, At twelve years of age, he went to Bofton, © 
where he ferved his apprenticefhip to a cabinet maker. 
In the year 1745, he returned: to Philadelphia, w ith 3 
his family, where he lived until the time of his deatli 
, He was four times married, and had eighteen children, 
all of whom were by his firft wife. At one time of his 
life, he fat down, at his own table, with fourteen 
ehildren. Not long before his death he heard of the 





° “See 
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birth of a grand-child, to one of his grand-children, 


the fifth in fucceffion to himfelf. 


He retained all’his faculties till the laft year. of his 
life. Even his memory, fo early and fo generally dimini- 
fhed by age was but little impaired. He not only 
remembered the incidents of his childhood and youth™, 
but the events of latter years ; ; and fo faithful was his 
memory to him, that his fon has informed me he ne- 
ver heard him tell the fame flory twice, but to differen 
perfons, and in different companies. His eye-fight 


* Tt is remarkable that the incidents of childhood ‘and youth are fel-. 
dom remembered or called forth until old age. I have fometimes been 
led, fromthis and other circumftances, to fufpe& that nothing is 
ever loit that is lodged inthe memory, however it may be buried for a 
time by a,variety of caufes.. How often do we find the tranfaGtions of , 
early life, which we had teafon to fuppofe were loft from the mind for 
ever, revived in our memories by Certain accidental fights or founds, 
particularly by certain notes or airs in mufics. I have known a young 
man fpeak French fluently when drunk, that could not put two fentences 
of that language together, when fober. _ He had been taught it perfe@tly, — 
when a boy, but had forgotten it from difufe. A French countefs was 
nurfed by a Welhh woman, from whom fhe learned to {peak her language, 
which fhe foon forgot, after the had acquired the French, which was her _ 
mother tongue. In the deliania of a fever, many years ‘afterwards, the 
was heard to mutter words which none of her family or attendants under- 
ftood.- An old Welth woman came to fee her, who foon perceived that. 
the founds which were fo unintelligible to the family, were the Welfh Jan- 
guage. When fhe recovered, fhe could not recolle& a fingle. word of 


the language, the had fpoken in her ficknefs. I can conceive great : 


i anyanes may be derived f: ‘om ‘this tetentive power in our memories, 


the advancement of the mind towards perfeGion in Bnantetys ‘(fe 
eat to its happinefs) i in a future world. 
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failed him, many years before his death, but his hearing 
was uniformly perfect and unimpaired. His appetite | 
was good till within a few days before his death. He 
generally ate a hearty breakfaft of a pint of tea or 
coffee, as foon as he got out of his bed, with bread 
and butter in proportion. He ate likewife at eleven 
- o'clock, and never failed to eat plentifully at dinner 
of the groffeft folid food. He drank tea, in the even~ 
ing, but never ate any fupper: he had loft all his teeth 
thirty years before his death, which was occafioned, 
his fon fays, by drawing exceflive hot fmoke of tobacco 
into his mouth: but the want of fuitable maftication 
of his food, did not prevent its {peedy digeftion, nor 
impair his health. Whether the gums, hardened by 
_ age, fupplied the place of his teeth in a certain degree, 
or whether the juices of the mouth and ftomach be- 
came fo much more acrid by time, as to perform the 
office of diffolving the food more {peedily and more 
perfectly, I know not, but I have often obferved, that 
old people are moft difpofed to exceilive eating, and 
that they fuffer feweft inconveniences from it. He 
was inquifitive after news in the laft years of his life. 
His education did not lead him to increafe the ftock 
of his ideas any other way. But it is a fat well 
worth attending to, that old age, inftead of diminifh- 
ing, always increafes the defire of knowledge. It muft 


afford fome confolation to thofe who expect to be old if 


‘. to difcover, that the infirmities to which the decays “ 


of mature expofe the human body, are rendered more 


Q4 


¢ 


7 
y 


a. 





called the old man’s cough. 


a 
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tolerable by the enjoyments that are to be derived 
from the appetite for fenfual and intelle€tual food. 


He was remarkably fober and temperate. Neither 
hard labour, nor company, nor the ufual afili€tions 
of human life, not the waftes of nature, ever led him 
to an improper or exceflive ufe of {trong drink. For 
the laft twenty-five years of his life, he drank twice 
évery day of toddy, made with two table fpoonfuls 
of fpirit, in half a pint of water. His fon, a man 
of ffty-nine years of age, told me that he had never 


feen him intoxicated. The time and manner in 


which he ufed fpirituous liquors, I believe, contri- _ 


buted ‘to lighten the weight of his years, and proba- 
bly to prolong his life. Give wine to him that is 
“of a heavy heatt, and ftrong drink to him that is 
‘* ready to perifh with age, as well as with ficknefs. 


¢ Viet him drink and forget his forrow, and remember 


6¢ his mifery no more.” 


‘He enjoyed an uncommon fhare of health, infomuch 


tha atin the cadene of his long life he never was 


; confined more than three days to his bed. He often. 


declared that he had no idea of that moft diftrefling 


pain called the head ache. ~ His fleep was interrupted a 


little in the lait years of his life with a defluxion 


on his breaft, which produced what is commonly > 


) 


-. “The characier of this aged citizen was not fummed | 


up in his negative quality of temperance : he was a 
hs iF 5 


& i ry ~ 
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man of the moft amiable temper: old age had not 
curdled his blood ; he was uniformly chearful and kind 
to every body ; his rcligious principles were as fteady 
as his morals were pure. He attended public worfhip 
about thirty years in the Rey. Dr. Sproat’s church, 
fit. and died in a full affurance of a happy: immortality. 

*Vhe life of this man is marked with feveral circum- 
ftances, which perhaps have feldom occured in the hfe, 
of an individual events. He faw and heard more of 
thofe events which are meafured by time, than have 
ever been feen or heard by any mane fince the ageof the 
patriarchs ; he faw the tame fj pot ‘of earth, which” 
at one period of his life, was covered with weod and 
buthes, and the receptacle of beaits and birds of prey, 
afterwards become the feat of a city not only the firtt 
in wealth and arts in the new, but rivalling in both, 

many of the firft cities in the old world. He faw 


régular ftreets where he once purfued a hare: he Mae 





faw churches rifing upon morafies, where he had 
often heard the croaking of frogs ; he faw wharis and 
warchoufes, where he had often feen Indian favages | : 
| draw fifth from the-river for ther daily fubfiftence ; | 
and he faw fhips of every fize and ufe in thofe ftreams, 
where he had often feen nothing but Indian canoes 5 
he faw a ftately edifice filled with legiflators, aftonifla- 
ing the world with their wifdom and virtue, on the 
fame f{pot, probably, where he had feen an Indian 
council fire; he faw the firft treaty ratified between 
the newly cenfederated powers of America and the 


‘ ; : * Sqr ee 
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ancient monarchy of France, with all the formalities 
of parchment and feals, on the fame fpot, probably, 
where he once faw William Penn ratify his firft and 
laft treaty with the Indians, without the formality 
of pen, ink or paper; he faw all the intermediate 
ftages through which a people pafs, from the moft - 
fimple to the higheft degrees of civilization. He faw 
the*beginning and end of the empire of Great-Britain, 
in Pennfylvania. « had been the fubje&t of feven 


fucceflive crowned heads, and afterwards became a | 


- willing citizen of a republic ; for he embraced the li- 


berties and independence of America in his withered | 
arms, and triumphed in the laft years of his life in the . 
falvation of his country. 


" 
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HERE was a time when the name of this 

celebrated Chriftian Philofopher, was fami- 
ilar to every man, woman and to nearly every child, 
in Pennfylvania. —His fize, which was not much 
above four feet, his drefs, which \ was always the fame, 
confifting of light-coloured plain clothes, a white hat, 
and half-boots ;—his milk white beard, which hung 
upon his breaft; and, above all, his peculiar princi- 
ples and conduct, rendered him to many, an objet 
of admiration, and to all, the fubje&t of converfation.— 


‘e 

ie 

4 : 
a 


He was born in England, and {pent the early 
part of his life at fea: His firit fettlement was in 
Barbadoes, as a merchant, where he was foon con- 
vinced of the iniquity of the flave trade. He bore an ~ is 
open teftimony again{tit, in all companies, by which Pee 
means he rendered himfelf fo unpopular, that he left a ay oe 
the ifland in difguft, and fettledsin the then provin ait tf 
of Pennfylvania. He fixed his home at ae | 








ten miles from Philadelphia, from whence he made © 
frequent excurfions to thé city, and to different parts of . ‘Ges 
the country.— wee H ¥ By a : 


ie 





ioe tay 
At the time of his arrival in Pennfylvania, nestle 
many of his brethren, the people called: ¢ uakers, ae 
had fallen fo far from their original principles, as to j 
Rr _ ee 
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keep negro flaves. He remonftrated with them, botli 

publickly and privately, againft the pratice; but, 
: frequently with fo much indifcreet zeal, as to give 
‘ great offence. He often difturbed their public meet- 

ings, by interrupting or oppofing their preachers, for 
i. _ which he was once carried out of a meeting-houfe, by 
two or three friends.—Upon this occafion he fubmit- 
ted with patience to what he confidered a fpecies of 
perfecution.—He lay down at the door of the mecting= : 
houfe, in a fhower of rain, till divine worfhip was 


ended; nor could he be prevailed upon to rife, till 
the whole congregation had ftepped over him in their 
way to their refpective homes. — 


To fhew his indignation againft the practice of 
flave-keeping, he once carried a bladder filled with 
blood into a iheetirig; and, in. the prefence of the 
whole congregation, thruft a fword, which he had con- 
cealed under his coat, into the bladder, exclaiming, 
at the fame time, * Thus fhall God fhed the blood 
. of thofe perfons who enflave their fellow crea- 





s¢ tures.” ‘The terror of this extravagant and unex- 
pected ad, produced fwoonings in feveral of the 
women of the congregation.— 


é eh br He once went into the houfe of a friend in Phila- 
x 9 ee and found him feated at breakfaft, with his 
vis “igs around him. Being afked by him to fit down 
ees er breakfaft with them, he faid, “ Doft thou keep 
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affirmative, he faid, « Then I will not partake with 
«¢ thee, of the fruits of thy unrighteoufnefs.” 


He took great pains to convince a farmer and his 
wife, in Chefter county, of the iniquity of keeping 
negro flaves, but to no purpofe. They not only kept 
their flaves, but defended the practice. One day he 
went into their houfe, and after a fhort difcourfe 
with them upon the wickednefs, and particularly the 
inhumanity of feparating children from their parents, 
which was involved in the flave trade, he feized the 
only child of the family, (a little girl about three years 
old) and pretended to run away with her.—The 

. child cried bitterly, « 1 will be good,—I will be good,” 
and the parents fhewed figns of being alarmed. 
Upon obferving this fcene, Mr. Lay faid, very em- 
phatically,—** You /ee, and feel now a little of the 
« diftrefs you occafion every day, by the inhuman 


44 practice of flave-keeping.” | a 





This fingular philofopher did not limit his piou “a de 
teftimony againft vice, to flave-keeping alone. He 
was oppofed to every fpecies of extravagance. Upon - 
the introduction of tea, as an article of die _into 7 
Pennfylvania, his wife bought a fmall sane’ of i 

with a fett of cups and faucers, and brought ° ‘th 

home with her. Mr. Lay took them from her, brought to 
them back again to the city, and’ from the baléony of” 

® the court-houfe fcattered the tea, and brok ee en pe 

: ae “and faucers, in the preferice of many. hundred peck, 

* "or, delivering, at the fame time, a feriking lecture ; : 
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upon the folly of preferring that foreign herb, with 
its expenfive appurtenances, to the fimple and whole- 
fome diet of our country. 


He pofleffed a good deal of wit, and was quick*at 
rapartee. A citizen of Philadelphia, who knew his 
peculiarities, once met him in a croud, at a funeral, 
in Germantown. Being defirous of entering into a 
converfation with him that fhould divert the company, 
the citizen accofted him, with the moft refpe€tful 
ceremony, and declared himfelf to be ¢ his moft 
humble fervant.” « Art thou my fervant.” faid Mr. 


. Lay,—** Yes—I am” faid the citizen. “‘ Then, faid 


Mr. Lay, (holding up his foot towards him,) clean 
this fhoe”.—This unexpected reply turned the laugh 
upon the citizen. Being defirous of recovering him- 
{elf in the opinion of the company, he afked him to 
inftruct him in the way to heaven. & Doft thou in- 
<< deed with to be taught,” faid Mr. Lay. © I do,” 


_faid the citizen. <¢ Then,” faid Mr. Lay, « Do juftice 
fg «6 love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God.” > 


. he wrote a {mall treatife upon negro-flayery, which 
he brought to Dr. Franklin to be printed. Upon look- 
ing over it, the Doétor told him that it was not paged, 
"and that there appeared to be no order or arrange- 
Nake in it. ‘It is no matter faid Mr. Lay—print _ 
cc ie part thou pleafelt Grit. ”__This book contained 
r pious fentiments, and ment expreflions again{t — 


_ nogtocfavery ; but even the acdreis and {kill of Dr. 
ee ¥, ; i 


* 
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Franklin were not fufficient to. connect its different 
parts together, fo as to render it an agreeable or ufe- 
ful work. This book is in the library of the city of 
Philadelphia. 


Mr. Lay was extremely attentive to young people, 


He took great pleafure in vifiting {chools, where he 
often preached to the youth. He frequently carried © 


a baiket of religious books with him, and diftributed 


them as prizes, among the {chelars. 


He was fond of reading. Inthe print of him, which 
is to be feen in many houfes in Philadelphia, he is 
reprefented with « Tryon on happinefs” in his hand, 
a book which he valued very much, and which he 
frequently carried with hao in his excarhons from 


home. 


He was kind and charitable to the poor, but had no 
compaflion for beggars. He uled to fay, ¢¢ there was 


¢¢ no mat or woman, who was able to go. abroad. 


es day, and this fum, he faid, was enough to keep’ 


& to beg, that was not able to earn four pence a 


“any perfon above want, or dependence, in this 


_ & country.” 


He was afevereenemy to idlenefs, infomuch that . 


ahien he was tired of reading, he ufed to fpend | his 






hung with fkains of t , {pun entirely by himfelf. 


‘his own manufactory. 


é iy - i 


Allhis clothes were of 
te ; : ee: 


when he could not employ himfelf out of doors, or 


time in fpinning. His common hitting room was a 
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He was extremely temperate in his diet, living 

chiefly upon vegetables.—Turnips boiled, and after- 

ie wards roafted, were his favourite dinner. His drink 
was pure water. From a defire of imitating our Sa- 


viour, in every thing, he once attempted to faft for 


, forty days. This experiment, it is faid, had nearly 
a coft him his life. He was obliged to defift from 
rt it, long before the forty days were expired; but the 
a | faiting, it was faid, fo much debilitated his body, 


boa as to accelerate his death. He lived above eighty 
ae) years, and died in his own houfe in Abington, about 
thirty years ago. 


In reviewing the hiftory of this extraordinary man, 

we cannot help abfolving him of his weakneffes, when 

: ie we contemplate his many active virtues. He was the 
pioneer of that war, which has fince been carried on, 


fo fucceisfully, againft the commerce and flavery of 









the negroes.-- Perhaps the turbulence and feverity of his 
temper were neceflary to roufe the torpor of the Human 
‘> mind, at the period in which he lived, to this intereft- 
ing fubject. The meeknefs and gentlenefs of An- 
1ony Benezet,’ who completed what Mr. Lay began, — 





have accomplithed the works of 
the intrepid Knox 1 in the fi xteent 
Ps 


yes ee a of Mr. Tayy jis ne Pe. ee Be a 
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- naorals—commerce—and government, in the new 
and in the old world, fhould teach the benefactors of 
mankind not to defpair, if they do not fee the fruits 
of their benevolent propofitions, or undertakings, 
during their lives.—No one feed of truth or virtue 
ever perithed.— Wherever it may be fowed, or even 
{cattered, it will preferve and carry with it the princi- 
ple of life.—Somy of thefe feeds produce their fruits in 
a fhort time, but the moft valuable of them, like the 
venerable oak—are centuries in growing; but they 
are unlike the pride of the forefts, as well as all other 
vegetable productions, in being incapable of a decay. 
They exift and bloom for ever. 


Feburary roth. 1790. 
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porte excellent man es placed by his 


friends in oe life. in a potntag ohne. e 


A tiller to a cooper. Finding this budness ‘t00 
laborious for his conflitution, he declined it, and de : 
voted himfelf to {chool-keeping 3 in which ufeful em- pa 
ployment, he continiied during the greateit part. of . 
his life. aes i Pen Rey veh 

_He poffeffed uncommon activity ah Adee ie even 2 hl 
ry thing he undertook, . He did ce thing: as: if the 


_ 
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words of his Saviour were perpetually founding in his 
ears, “ wift ye not, that I muft be about my Father’s 
« bufinefs ?” 


He ufed to fay, % the higheft act of charity in the 


world was to bear with the unreafonablene/s of man- 
: kind.” Z 


He genefally wore pluth clothes, and gave as a 

_reafon for it, that after he had worn them for two 

or three years, they made comfortable and decent gars 
ments for the poor. 


He once informed a young friend, that his memory 
began to fail him; “ but this,” faid he, * gives me 
é one great advantage over thee—for thou canft find ~ 
s entertainment in reading a good book only once—but 
‘IT enjoy that pleafure as often as I tead it; for it 

‘* is always new to me.” i | 
Fy: He publiflied feveral valuable tracts in favor of the 


a emancipation of the blacks, and of the civilizing and 
Ns ehriftianizing the Indians. He alfo publifhed a pamphlet 
oh _againit the ufe of ardent fpirits. All thefe publica- 
tions were citculeted with great induftry, and at his 

4 own. expente, throughout every part of the United 


Sta ates. 


He wrote letters to the queen of Great-Britain, and 
tothe queen of Portugal to ufe their influence with ~. 
their refpective courts to abolifh the African trade. 
Fe accompanied his letter to the queen of Great-Bri- 


te * 
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tain with a prefent of his works. The queen received 
them with great politenefs, and faid after reading them 
<¢ that the author appeared to be a very good man.” 


He alfo wrote a letter to the king of PruMia, in 
whieh he endeavoured to convince him of the un- 


lawfulneis..of war. 


During the time the Britifh army was in poffeffion - 
of the city of Philadelphia, he was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to render the fituation of the perfons who 
fuffered from captivity as eafy as poffible. He knew no 
fear in the prefence of his fellow men, however dig- 
nified they were by titles or ftation, and fuch were 
the propriety and gentlenefs of his manners in his 
intercourfe with the gentlemen who commanded the 
Britifh and German troops, that when he could not 
obtain the objects of his requefts, he never failed to fe- 
cure their civilities, and frequently their efteem. ie 

So great was his fympathy with every thing that 
was capable of feeling pain, that he refolved towards 


the clofe of his life, to eat no animal food. Upon com~ 





ing into his brother’s houfe one day, when his family Pes 
was dining upon poultry, he was afked by his brother’s __ 
wife, to fit down and dine with them. « What! Ea 


(faid he) would you have me eat my neighbours? 


This mifapplication ofa moral feeling, was fup- 


pofed to have brought on fuch a debility in his ftomach e 
and bowels, as produced a difeafe in thofe parts of 
. “nF weit 
which he finally died. ey ‘ 
| : ‘te re 
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Few men, Ganeehe days of the apeftles, ever lived 
amore difinterefted lifes And yet, upon his death 
bed, he faid, he withed to live a little longer, that 
‘¢ he might bring down sELF.’ ¥ 


The laft time he ever walked acrofs his room, was 
to take from his desk fix dollars, which he gave td 
a poor widow whom he had long affifted to main- 


tain. 


He bequeathed after the death of his cea a houfe 
and lot in which confifted his whole eftate, to the 
fupport ofa fchool for the education of negro chil- 

Bs. ate, which he had founded and taught for feveral 
years before his death. 


‘t 
“ , _ He died in May 1784, in the 71ft. year of his age. 


His funeral was attended by perfons of all reli- 
‘+ gious denominations, and by many hundred black 
| Ror | 


Colonel J—n, who had ferved in the American 
army, during the late war, in returning from the fune- 
ral, pronounced an eulogium upon him. Tt confifted 
‘only of the following words: “I would rather,” faid 
ae he, ‘ be Anthony Benezet in that coffin, than George 
Wafhington with all his fame.” 


July 155 1788. , 
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PARADISE OF NEGRO-SLAVES.—A DREAM. 





sn after reading Mr. Clarkfon’s inger 
ous and pathetic eflay on the flavery and 
gommerce of the human fpecies, the fubject made 
fo deep an impreflion upon my mind, that it follow- 
edmein my fleep, and produced a dream of fo ex. 
traordinary a nature, that I have yielded to the im- 
portunities of fome ef my friends, by communicating 
it to the public. I thought I was conducted to a 
country, which in point of cultivation and f{cenery, 
far furpafled any thing I had ever heard, or read of 
in my life. ‘This country, I found, was inhabited 
only by negroes. They appeared cheerful and happy. 
Upon my approaching a beautiful grove, where a 
number of them were aflembled for religious purpofes, 
I perceived at once a paufein their exercifes, and an 
appearance of general perturbation. They fixed their 
eyes upon me—while one of them, a venerable look- 
jng man, came forward, and in the name of the whole 


aflembly, addrefled me in the following language. | 


“ Excufe the panic which you have fpread through | 


** this peaceful and happy company : we perceive that ~ 


$¢ you are a white man.—That colour waich is the 
«© emblem of innocence in every other creature of 


“¢ God, isto usa fign of guilt'in man. ‘The perfons 


«* whom you fee here, were once dragged by the mea 


** of your colour from their native country, . cote 
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“ figned by them to labour —punifhment—-and death. 


sc —-We are here collected together, and enjoy an 
¢ 


Lay 


ample compenfation in our prefent employments 
“ for all the miferies we endured on earth. Weknow 
‘¢ that we are fecured by the Being whom we worfhip, 
«* from injury and oppreffion. Our appearance of 
“ terror, therefore, was entirely the fudden effe of 
‘«¢ habits which have not yet been eradicated from our 
«© minds,” | 


“* Your apprehenfions « of danger from the fight of 
a white man,” faid I, ‘are natural. But i in me— 
‘© you behold a friend. I have been your advocate— 
c arid.”’ 


«* not your name. 





—Here, he interrupted me, and faid, ss 





?” Tanfwered in the affirmative. 
Upon this he ran up and embraced mein his arms, 
and afterwards conduéted me into the midf of the 
aflembly, where, after being introduced to the prin- 
cipal characters, I was feated upon a bank of mofs; 
and the following account was delivered to me by the 
yenerable petfon who firit accofted me. 


«© The place we now occupy, is called the paradife 
6 of negro flaves. It is deftined to be our place of 
refidence ’till the general judgement ; after which 
‘ time, we expect to be admitted into higher and 
more perfect degrees of happinefs. Here we derive 
ee «great pleafure from contemplating the infinite good- 
« nefs of God, 1 in allotting to us our full proportien of 
& oe 3 on earth 5 by which means we have efcaped 


vhich the free and happy part of 
a 
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¢ mankind too often expofe themfelves after death, 
<< Here we have learned to thank God, for all the afflic- 
“€ tions our tafk-mafters heaped on us; inafmuch, as 
‘‘ they were the means of our prefent happinefs. 
“© Pain and diftrefs are the unavoidable portions of all 
«“ mankind. They are the only poflible avenues that 
“‘ can conduct them to peace and felicity. Happy 
‘¢ are they, who partake of their proportion of both up- 
** on the earth.” Here he ended.— 


After a filence of a few minutes, a young man, 
who bore on his head the mark of a wound, came up 
to me and afked “If I knew any thing of Mr. 
“« of the Ifland of——” I told him I did not.” : 
pot id ge 
«¢ day, I miftook his orders, and faddled his mare in- 
s¢ ftead of his horfe, which provoked him fo much, id 
«¢ that he took up an axe which laid in his yard, and 
«¢ with a ftroke on my head, difmiiled me from life. 





» faid he, was my mafter. One 





A“ ‘ 





eae? SS 


«© T long to hear, whether he has repented of this 
unkind adtion. Do, fir, write to him, and tell 


« him, his fin is not too great to be forgiven, tell him, he 
s 


s 


~ 


«« his once miferable flave, Scipio, is not angry at him 
«¢ _he lengs to bear his prayers to the offended ma- 
© jefty of heaven—and—when he dies—Scipio will 
| <¢.. apply to be one of thé convoy, that fhall condué& his 
‘¢ fpirit to the regions of blifs appointed for thofe who 
‘¢ repent of their iniquities.” — 

Before I could reply to this fpeech, an old man 
came and fat down by my fide. His wool was white 
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as fnow. With a low, but gentle voice, he thus 
addrefied me. 





“6 Sir, ¥ was the flave of Mr. » in the ifland 
«6 of—I ferved him faithfully upwards of fixty ae 
‘s No rifing fun ever caught me in my cabin—-ne 
« fetting fun ever faw me out of the fugar field, 
** except on fundays and holydays. My whole fubfift- 
** ence never coft my mafter more than forty fhil- 
s* lings a year. Herrings and roots were my only food. 
«¢ One day, in the eightieth year of my age, the over- 
«¢ icer faw me ftop to reft myfelf againft the fide of 
“2 tree, where I was at work. He came up to 
«« me, and beat me, ’till he could endure the fatigue 
6¢ and heat occafioned by the blows he gave me, 
“no longer, Nor was this all—he complained of 


¢* me to my matter, who inftantiy fet me up at public 


«* vendue, and fold- ‘me for two guineas to a tavern- 


cae keeper, in a diftant parith. The diftrefs I felt, in 


« leaving my children, and grand-children (28 of whom 
ss [left on my old mafter’s plantation) foon put an end 


“ to my exiltence, and Janded me upon thefe happy. 


«© fhores. [have now no wifh to gratify but one—and 


-e that is to be permitted to vifit my old mafter’s family. 


« Tiong to. tell my miafter, that his wealth earinot make 
«him ee fufferings of a fingle hour in. 
‘* the world of mifery, for which he is preparing him- 
<< felf, will overbalancesall: the pleafures he ever enjoy- 
¢ ved in his life—and that for every a€t of unnecefiary 


ee every he inflicts upen his flaves, he fhall fuifer 


a- 
es renfela in th ve world to come.” . ; ime 
| ey 





A DREAM: 319 


He had hardly finifhed his tale, when a decent 
looking woman came forward, and addrefled me inn 
the ipilowing language.—Sir, 


~. im the itate 





“© I was once the flave of Mr. 
« of . From the healthinefs of my conftitution, I 
was called upon to fackle my Mafter’s eldeft fon. ‘To 
** enable me to perform this office more effectually, 





4 


wn 


- & my own child was taken from my breaft, and foon 
«¢ afterwards died. My affections in the firft emo-~ 
tions of my grief, fattened themfelves upon my in- 
fant maiter. He thrived under my care and grew up 
“a handfome young man. Upon the death of his 
«* father, I became his property.—Soen after this 
“ event, he loft 100]. atcards. To raife this money 
<‘ T was fold to a planter in a neighbouring flate.. 
«* I can never forget the anguifh, with which my 
‘« aged father and mother followed me to the end of 4) 
s‘ the lane, when I left my mafter’s houfe, and hung 


‘¢ ypon me, when they bid me farewell.” 


« My new matter obliged me to work in the field 
« the confequence of which was, I caught a fever 
s¢ which in a few weeks ended my life. Say, my" 
« friend, is my firft young mafter Rill alive? —lf 
“ he is—go to him, and tell him, his unkind 
«© behaviour to me is upon record againft him. ‘The 
« gentle fpirits in heaven, whofe happinefs confifts 
«© in expreffions of gratitude and love, will have re 
* fellowfhip® with him.—His foul mutt he Wy with 


¢ 
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‘¢ pity, or he can never efcape the pnnifhment whick 
“¢ awaits the hard-hearted, equally with the impenitent, 


‘“ inthe regions of mifery.” 
> 


As foon as fhe had finifhed her {tory, a middle 
aged woman approached me, and after a low and 


refpectful curtfey, thus addrefled me. 


“ Sir I was born and educated in a chriftian family 

«¢ in one of the fouthern ftates of America. In the 
‘¢ thirty-third year of my age, I applied to my matter 

*¢ to purchafe my freedom. Inftead of granting my 
“* requeft, he conveyed me by force on board of a veflel. 

‘« and fold me to a planter in the ifland of Hifpaniola. 
“© Here it pleafed God.”- Upon pronouncing 
thefe words, fhe paufed, anda general filence enfued. 
—All at once, the eyesof the whole affembly were 
, | turned from me, and directed towards a little white 
e man who advanced towards them, on the oppofite fide 
F fe of the grove, in which we were feated. His face was 
“ gtve placid, and full of benignity. In one hand he 
carried a fubfcription paper and a petition—--in the 
other, he carried a fmall pamphlet, on the unlawfuinefs 
of the ‘African flave-trade, and a letter directed to 
the King of Pruflia, upon the unlawfulnefs of war. 
While I was employed in contemplating this venera- 
rable figure—fuddenly I beheld the whole aflembly 
running to meet him—the air refounded with the 
clapping of hands—and I awoke from my dream, by 


the noife of a general acclamation of— 


ANTHONY BENEZET! 











AN EULOGIUM Urpon Dr. Witt1am Cutten, Proressor oF 


‘THE PRACTICE oF PHysIC IN THE UNIVERSITY oF EDINBURGH 5 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADEL< 
PHIA,ON THE OTH OF JULY, AGREEABLY TO THEIR VOTE OF 
THE-4THOF MAY, 1790); AND AFTERWARDS PUBLISHED AT THEIR 
REQUEST. 


Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen, : 


» Y your unanimous vote, to honour with an 
Eulogium, the charaéter of the late Dr. 
Wittram Coxuuen, Profeffor of medecine in the Uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh, you have done equal homage to 
Science and Humanity. This illuftrious Phyfician 
was the Preceptor of many of us :—He was moreover 
a diftinguifhed citizen of the republic of Medecine, 


and a benefactor to Mankind; and although, like\the 


fun, he fhone in a diftant hemifphere, yet many of the 
rays of his knowledge have fallen upon this quarter of 
the globe. I rife, therefore, to mingle your grateful 


praifes of him, with the numerous offerings of public i 


and private refpe€t which have been paid to his me- 
mory in his native country. Happy. will be the effets 
of fuch acts of diftant fympathy, if they fhould ferve 


to unite the influence of fcience with that of Com- 


merce, to leffen the prejudices of nations againft 


each other, and thereby to prepare the way for the 


operation of that divine fyftem of morals, whofe. 


aye hha 
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prerogative alone it is, to teach mankind that they 
are brethren, and to make the name of a fellow- 
creature, in every region of the world, a fignal for 


brotherly affection. wo 


In executing the tafk you have impofed upon me, 

I fhall confine myfelf to fuch parts of Dr. Cullen’s 

character as came within the compafs of my own 

knowledge, during two years refidence in Edinburgh. 

—To his fellow citizens in Great Britain, who. were 

_more intimately acquainted with him, we mutt rea 

fign the hiftory of his domestic character, as well as 

: the detail of all thofe fteps which, in early life, led 

him to his unparalleled height of ufefulnefs and 
fame. . 


Dr. Cutxen poffefled a great and original genius. 
By genius, in the prefent inftance, I mean a power 
“in the human mind of difcovering the relation of 
diftant truths, by the fhorteft train of intermediate™ 
propofitions. This precious gift of Heaven, is com- 
pofed of a vigorous imagination, quick fenfibility, a 
talent for extenfive and accurate obfervation, a faith- 
ful memory, and a found judgment. Thefe faculties 
were all united in an eminent degree in the mind 
‘of Dr. Cullen. His imagination furveyed all nature - 
“at a glance, and, like a camera obfcura, feemed to 
produce in his mind a piGture of the whole vifible 
creation. His fenfibility was fo exquifite, that the 
*. imalleft portions of’ truth aéted upon it. By means 


# 
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ef his talent for obfervation he colleCted knowledge 
from every thing he heard, faw, or read, and from eve- 
ty perfon with whom he converfed. His memcry was 
the faithful repofitory of all his ideas, and appeared 
to be alike accurate upon all fubjeéts. Over each 
of thefe faculties of his mind a found judgment 
prefided, by means of which he difcovered the re- 
lation of ideas to each other, and thereby produced 


_ thofe new combinations which conftitute principles 


in fcience. This procefs of the mind has been 
called invention, and is totally different from a 


mere capacity of acquiring learning, or collecting | 
knowledge from the difcoveries of others. It elevates . 


man toa diftant fefemblance of his Maker ; for the dif- 
covery of truth, is the perception of thir ngs as _ they 
appear to the Divine Mind. 


, 7 eek 

In contemplating the human faculties, thus ex- 
quifitely formed, and exactly balanced, we feel the 
fame kind of pleafure which arifes from a view of 


a magnificent palace, or an extenfive and yariegated 


profpect; but with this difference, that the pleafure, * 


in the firft inftance, is as much fuperior to that 


which arifes from contemplating the latter objeCts, | 


as the mind of man is fuperior, in its importance, 
to the ate finifhed productions of nature or ‘ot art, 


Dr. ee pofleffed not ne the genius that 
has. been defcribed, but an uncommon thare of lear 4 
‘ing, reading, and hacen ge: 


ae) 


- 
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His learning was of a peculiar and ufeful kind— 

:. He appeared to have overftepped the flow and tedious 
forms of the {chools, and, by the foree of his under- 
ftanding, to have feized upon the great ends of learning, 
without the afliftance of many of thofe means which 
were contrived for the ufe of lefs a&tive minds. He 
read the ancient Greek and Roman writers only for 
the fake of the knowledge which they contained, with 
out wating any of the efforts of his genius in attempt- 
ing to imitate their ftyle, He was intimately acquaint- 
ed with modern languages, and through their means, 
with the improvements of medicine in every country 
in Europe. Such was the facility with which he 
acquired a language, and fo great was his enterprife 
in his refearches in medicine, that I once heard him 
{peak of learning the Arabic for the fake of reading 
Avicenna in the original, as if it were a matter of as 
little difficulty to him, as it was to compofe a le€ture, 


or to vifit a patient. 


Dr. CuLien’s reading was extenfive, butit was 
not confined wholly to medicine. He read books: 
upon all fubjects; and he had a peculiar art of ex— 
tracting fomething from all of them which he made 
fubfervient to his profefion. He was well acquaint- 
ed with ancient and modern hiftory, and delighted 
in. the poets, among whom Shakefpeare was his 
favourite. 'The hiftory of our globe, as unfolded by 
books of geography and travels, was fo familiar to him 
that ftrangers could not converfe with him, without 
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fuppofing that he had not only travelled, but that he 


chad lived every where. . His memory had no rubbifh 


in it. Like a fecretory organ,.in the animal body, it 


it rejected every thing in reading that could not be 


applied to fome ufeful purpofe. In this he has giv- 
en the world a moft valuable leffon, for the difference 
between error and ufelefs truth is very {mall; anda 
man is no wifer for knowledge which ke cannot apply, 
than he is rich from  poffefling wealth, which he 
cannot fpend. | 

Dr. CuLten’s knowledge was minute ‘in every 


branch of medicine. He was an accurate anatomift, 


and an ingenious phyfiologift. He enlarged the boun- 


_ daries, and eftablithed the utility of Chemiftry, and. 


thereby prepared the way for the difcoveries and fame 
of his illuftrious pupil Dr, Black. He ft1ipped Mate- 
ria’ Medica, of moft of the errors that had been 
accumulating in it for two thoufand years, and reduced 
it to a fimple and practical fcience. He was intimate- 
ly acquainted with all the branches of natural hiftory 
and philofophy. He had ftudied every ancient, and 
modern fyftem of phyfic. He found the fyftem of 


*>-Dyr. Boerhave univerfally adopted when he accepted a 


chair in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, | This fyftem 
was founded chiefly on the fuppofed prefence of cer- 
tain acrid particles in the fluids, and in the departure 
of thefe, in point of confiftency, from a natural ftate. 
Dr. Cullen’s firft obje&t was to expofe the errors of 
this pathology ; and to teach his pupils to feek for 
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the caufes of difeafes in the folids. Nature is always 

coy. Ever fince fhe was driven from the heart, by \ 
the difcovery of the circulation of the biood, fhe 

has concealed herfelf inthe brain and nerves. Here 

fhe has been purfued by Dr. Cullen; and if he has 

not dragged her to public view, he has left us a clue 
which muft in time conduét us to her laft recefs-in 

the human body. Many, however, of the operations 

of nature in the nervous fyftem have been explained 

by him; and no candid man will ever explain the 

whole of them, without acknowledging that the foun- 

dation of his fuccefsful inquiries was laid by the 

difcoveries of Dr. Cullen. | 


He was intimately acquainted with the hiftorjes and 
diftinions of the difeafes of all countries, ages, fta- 
tions, occupations, and fates of fociety. While his 
great object was to explode ufelefs remedies, he took 
pains to increafe the influence of diet, drefs, air, exer- 
cife, and the actions of the mind, in medicine. Ina 
word he was a great practical phyfician; and he has 
left behind him as many monuments of his fuccefs in 
curing difeafes, as he has of accuracy and ingenuity 
in defcribing their fymptoms and explaining their 
caufes. 3 


Na 


Bur his knowledge was not confined wholly to 
thofe fciences which are intimately connected with 
medicine. His genius was univerfal, as to natural 


, and artificial fubjets. We was minutely acquainted 


= 
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with the principles and practices of all the liberal, 
mechanical, and chemical arts; and tradefmen were 
often directed by him to new objects of obfervation 
and improvement in their refpe€tive occupations. He 
delighted in the ttudy of agriculture, and contributed 
much to excite that tafte for agricultural f{cience, 

which has of late years fo much diftinguifhed the men 
of genius and leifure in North-Britain. _I- have been 
informed, that he yielded at laft to that pation for 
rural improvements, which is common to all men, 
and amufed himfelf in the-evening of his life by cul- 


tivating a farm in the nei ighb sourhood of Edinburgh. 


Happy would it be for the interefts of agriculture, if 


phyficians in all countries, would imitate Dr. Cullen 
by an attachment to this noble fcience; for their 


previous ftudies are of fuch a nature as frequently to, 


enable them to’ arrive at improvements in it without 
experiments, and to apply the experiments of others, 


in the moft extenfive and profitable manner. 


Dr. CuLtien’s publications were few in number 
compared. with his difcoveries. ‘They confit of his 
Elements of phyfiology, his Nofologia Methodica, his 
Firft Lines of the Practice of Phyfic, an Eflay upon 
the cold produced by Evaporation, publifhed in the 
fecond volume of the Phyfical and Literary Lays of 
Edinburgh, a Letter to Lord Cathcart upon the method 
of recovering perfons fuppofed to be dead from drown- 
ing, and a fyftemi of the Materia Medica. Thefe are 


all the works which bear his name; but the fruits of, 


“ 
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his inquiries are to be found in moft of the medical 

publications that have appeared in Great-Britain with- 
in the lait thirty years. Many of the thefes, publifhed 
in Edinburgh during his life, were the vehicles of 
his opinions or pra€tice in medicine: and few of 
them contained an important or ufeful difcovery, which 


was not derived from hints thrown out in his leGiures. 


As a Tsacuer of medicine, Dr. Cullen pofleffed 
many peculiar talents. He mingled the moft agreea- 
ble eloquence with the moft profound difquifitions. 
He appeared to Zighten upon every fubjeét upon which 
he fpoke. His language was fimple, and his arrange- 
ment methodical, by which means he was always 
intelligible. From the moment he afcended his chair, 
he commanded the moft refpe€tful attention from his 
pupils, infomuch that I never faw one of them difco- 
ver a fign of impatience during the time of any of 


his lectures. 


In the inveftigation of truth, he fometimes ventured . 
into the regions of conjecture. His imagination was 
an hot-bed of hypothefes, which led him to conftant 
obfervation and experiment. ‘Thefe often proved the 
feeds of fubfequent difcoveries. It was thus Sir Iaac. 
Newton founded an empire in fcience; for moft 
of his difcoveries were the refult of preconceived 
hypothefes. In delivering new opinions, Dr. Cullen - 
preferved the ftricteft integrity. I have known him 
more than once, refute the opnions which he had taught 
the recede even before the fallacy ot them had 
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been fufpected by any ofhis pupils. Such inftances of 
candor often pafs withthe vulgar for inftability; but 
they are the trueft charaéteriftics or a great mind. 
To be unchangeable, fuppofes perpetual error, or a per. 
ception of truth without the ufe of reafon; but this 
fublime act of intuition belongs only to the Deity. 


There was no tinure of credulity in the mind 
of Dr. Cullen. He taught his pupils the neceility of 
acquiring * the flow confenting academic doubt.” , 
I mention thefe words of the poet with 2 peculiar plea- 
fure, as I find them in my notes of one of pis lec- 
tnres, in which he has delivered rules for judging 
of the truth of things related as fats; for he frequent- 
ly remarked that there were ten falfe facts ( ifthe ex- 
preflion can be allowed) to one falfe opinion in medicine. 
His Materia Medica abounds with proofs of the truth 
of this part of his character. With how much caution 
does he admit the efficacy of medicines, as related i in 
books, or as fuggefted | by his own experience. Who 
_ could have expected to have found fo much modetty i in 
_ the writings of a phyfician in the 77th year of his 
age ? But let it be remembered, that this phyfician | 
was Dr. Cullen ; and that he always preferred utility 
to novelty, and loved truth, more than fame. 


He took great pains to deliver his pupils from 
the undue influence which antiquity and great names 


are a to have upon the human mind. He de- 


fe a ae 
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ftroyed the fuperftitious veneration which had been 
paid for many ages to the names of Hippocrates, 
Galen, and other ancient authors, and infpired his 
pupils with a juift eftimate of the writings of modern 
phyficians. His conftant aim was to produce in 
‘their minds a change from a paffive to an aétive 
ftate; and to force upon them fuch habits of think- 
ing and obfervation, as fhould enable them to inftruc&t 
themfelves, 


As he admitted no truth without examination, 
fo he fubmitted to no cuftom in propagating it that 
was not reafonable. He had a principal fhare in the 
merit of delivering medicine from the fetters of the 
Latin, and introducing the Englifh language, as_ the 
vehicle of spublic inftrudtion in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh. Much of the fuccefs of the revolution 
he effected in medicine, I believe, may be afcribed 
to this circumftance. Perhaps the many improvements 
which have lately been made in medicine, in the Britith 
dominions, may likewife be afcribed to the prefent 
fafhionable cuftom, of communicating medical know- 
ledge in the Englifh language. By this means, our 
{cierce has excited the notice and inquiries of in- . 
genious and obferving men in all profefhons, and there- © 
bya kind of galaxy has been created in the hemifphere 
of medicine. By afluming an Englith drefs, it has 
~ moreover been prepared more €afily to aflociate with 
other fciences; from each of which it has received 
iiftance and {upport. 
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Yn his intercourfe with his pupils Dr. Cullen was 
truly kind and affeCtionate. Never have Iknown a 
man who pofleffed in a higher degree thofe qualities 
which feize upon every affection of the heart. He 
Knew the rare and happy arts, as circumftances requi~ 
red, of being affable without being fociable ; fociable 
without being familiar; and: familiar, without lofing 
a particle of refpect. Such was the intereft he took in 
the health, ftudies; and future eftablifhment of all his 
pupils, that each of them believed that he poffeffed 
a pre-eminence in his friendfhip; whtile the equal 
diffufion of his kind offices proved that he was the 
common friend and father of them all. Sometimes 
he would lay afide the diftance, without leflening the 
dignity of the profeflor, and mix with his pupils at his 
table upon terms. of the moft endearing equality. 
Upon thefe occafions his focial affections feemed to 
have an influence upon his mind. Science, fentiment, 
and convivial humor, appeared for hours together to 
{trive which fhould predominate in his converfation. 
I appeal to you, gentlemen, who have fhared in the 
pleafure which I have defcribed, for the juftice of the: 
picture which I have drawn of him at his hofpitable 
table. You will-recollect, with me, how agreeably 
he accommodated himfelf to our different capacities . 
and tempers; how kindly he diffipated our youthful 
blufhes, by inviting us to afk hint queftions; and how — 
_ much he taught us, by his inquiries, of the nature of 
the foil, climate, products, and difeafes of even our. 


ewn country, 


. 
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From the hiftory that has been given of Dr. Cullen, 
we fhall not be furprifed at the reputation which he 
gave to the univerfity of Edinburgh, for upwards of 
thirty years. The city of Edinburgh during his life 
became the very atmofphere of medicine. But let 
me not here be unjuft to the merits of his illuftrious 
colleagues. ‘The names of Whytt, Rutherford, the 
Monroes, Black, the Gregories, Hope, and Home, 
will always be dear to the lovers of medical fcience. 
May every healing plant bloom upon the graves of 
thofe of them ‘who are departed! and may thofe who 
have furvived him, together with their new affociate, 
the learned ‘and excellent Dr. Duncan, long continue 
to maintain the honor of that juftly celebrated {chool 
of medicine ! " 

It remains now that Iadd a fhort account of Dr. 


Cullen’s conduct as a phyfician and a man. 


In his attendance upon his patients, he made their 
health his firft object, and thereby confirmed a line 
between the mechanical and liberal profeflions ; for 
while wealth is purfued by the former, as the end of 
labour, it fhould be left by the latter, to follow the 
more noble exertions of the mind. So gentle and 
fympathizing was Dr. Cullen’s manner in a fick 
room, that pain and diftrefs feemed to be fufpeaded in 
his’ prefence. Hope followed his footfteps, and death 
appeared frequently to drop. his commiflion in a com- 
bat with his fkill. He was compaflionate and charita- 


ble to the poor; and from his pupils, who confulted - 


— Se se 
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him in ie ete he conftantly refufed to receive any 


; pecuniary fatisfa€tion for his fervices. 


“In his intercourfe with the world he exhibited the 
manners of a well-bred gentleman. He exercifed up- 
on all occafions the agreeable art, in which true po- 
litenefs is faid to confit, of {peaking with civility, 
and liftening with attention to every body. His con- 
verfation was at all times animated, agreeable, and 
infiruGting. Few perfons went into his company 
without learning, fomething; and even a common 
thought, by. pafling through his mind, received an 
impreffion, which made it ever afterwards worthy of 
being preferved. 


i 
He was a firiét ceconomift of time. He feldom 


went out of his houfe in his carriage, or a fedan 
chair, without a book in his hand; and he once told 
‘me, that he frequently employed one of his fons to 
read to him ‘after he went to bed, that he might not 
lofe that portion of time which paffes between lying 
down, and falling afleep. 


He was remarkably punCiual to all his profefional 
engagements:. He appeared to coniider time as a 
{pecies of property, which no man had a right to 


take from another without his confent. 


It was by means of his eeconomy and punctuality in 
the ufe of time, that he accomplithed fo much in his. 
profeflion. I. have read of fome men who have fpent | 


more time in their clofets, and of others who have 





334 “AN EULOGIUM UPON 


~ done more bufinefs; but I have never read, nor heard 

of aman, who mingled more ftudy and bufinefs together. 
He lived by rule, without fubje&ting himfelf to the 
flavery of forms.. He was always employed, but never 
ina hurry ; and amidft the numerous and complicated 

avocations of ftudy and bufinefs, he appeared to enjoy 
the pleafure of fociety, as if company-keeping and con- 


verfation were the only bufinefs of his life. 


I fhall mention but one more trait in the character 
of Dr. Cullen, and that is, that he was diftinguifhed 
by no one fingularity of behaviourfrom other men. It is 
true he ftood alone ; but this fingularity was occafioned, 


not by his quitting the fociety of his fellow-men by 


walking on their feft, or right fide, but by his walking 
before them. Eccentricities in behaviour are the off- 
{pring of a lively fancy only, but order is infeparably 
connected with real genius. The a€tions of the former 
may be compared to the crooked flath of diftant light- 
nmg, while the latter refembles in its movements the 
{teady revohitions of the heavenly bodies. 


_ In reviewing the character which has been given of 


Dr. Cullen, Iam forced to make a fhort digreflion, 


while I do homage to the profeffion of phyfic by afin-_ 


gleremark. So great are the bleffings which mankind 
derive from it, that if every other argument failed to 
prove the a@miniftration of a providence in human 
affairs, the profeffion of medicine alone would be 
fufficient for that purpofe. Who can think of the ta- 


Tents, virtues, and fervices of Dr. Cullen, without be- 
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lieving that the Creator of the world delights in the 
happinefs of his creatures, and that his tender mer- 


cies are over all his works! - fi 


For the information of fuch of the members of our 
college as have notfeen Dr. Cullen, it may not be 
improper to add the follo wing defeription. of his per- 
fon. He was tall, flender, and hada ftoop in his 
fhoulders ; his face was long; his under lip protruded 
a little beyond the upper; his nofe was large, and 
inclinéd to a point downwards ; his eye, which was of 
a blue color, was penetrating, but foft; and over his 
whole face was diffufed an air of mildnefs and thought, 
which was ftrongly charaCteriftic of the conftant 


temper and operations of his mind. 


It pleafed God to prolong his life to a good old age. 
He lived near 78 years. He lived to demonttrate how 
much:the duration ofall the faculties of the mind de- 


pends upon their conftantexercife. He lived to teach - 


_ his brethren by his example, that the obligations to ac- 
quire and communicate knowledge, fhould ceafe-only 
with’ health and life; and laftly, he lived to reap. the 
fruits of his labors in the moft extenfive fame; for not 
only his pupils, and his works, had conveyed his re- 
putation ; but canvafs, paper, and clay, had borne e- 
ven the image of his perfon to every quarter of the 
globe. 

The public papers, as well as private letters, inform 
us, that he furvived his ufefulnefs but a few monthse 
He refigned his profeflorfhip in the autumn of 17895 
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on account of bodily weaknefs, and died in the month 
of January of the prefent year; a year fatal to the pride 
of man; for this year Franklin and Howard; as well 
as Cullen, have mingled with the duft. During the 
interval between his refignation and his death he receiv- 
ed the moft affectionate marks of public and private 
refpect. The city of Edinburgh voted him their thanks, 
and prefented him with a piece of plate. This inftance 
of public gratitude deferves our particular attention, as 
it is more common for cities to treat their eminent li+ 
terary characters with negle€t during their lives, and 
centuries afterwards to contend for the honor of hav- 
ing given them birth. The different medical focicties 
of Edinburgh followed him to his chamber with ad- 
dreffes full of gratitude and affeGtion. In mentioning 
thefe facts, I am led to contemplate the venerable fub- 
je& of our praifes in a fituation truly folemn and inte. 
yefting. How pregnant with inftruction is the death- 
bed of a phyfician, who has fpent a long life in exten- 
five and fuccefsful practice | If the forrows we have 
relieved are the fureft fupport in our own, how great 
muft have been the confolation which Dr. Cullen de- 
rived, in his laft hours, from a review of his adtive and 
ufeful life! How many fathers and mothers, hufbands 
and wives, brothers and fifters, whofe tears he had 
wiped away by averting the ftroke of death from the 
objects of their affeGtions, muft have prefented them- 
felves to his imagination, and foothed his foul with 
grateful prayers for his eternal welfare! But the retrof_ 


pect of the fervices he had rendered to his fellow-crea- 
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tures, was not confined to the limits of his extenfive. 
_ bufinefs in the city of Edinburgh. | While the iluftri-, 
ous actions of moft men may be viewed with a naked 
eye, the atchievements of Dr. Cullen in the diftant re- 
gions of humanity and fcience, can only be perceived 
by the help of a telefcope. Let us apply this inftrument 
to difcover his exploits of beneficence in every quarter 
of the world. He had filled the capitals, and moft of 
the towns of Great Britain and Ireland with eminent 
phyficians.. Many of his pupils had arrived at the firft 
honors in their profeflion in the principal cities on the 
continent of urope. Many of them had extended the 
bleflings of his improvements in the principles and prac- 
tice of medicine, to every Britith fettlement in the Eaft 
and Weit Indies, and to every freeMtate| in ‘America! 
But the fum of his ufefulnefs did not end here. He 
had taught the different profeffors in the Univerfity of 
Pennfylvania, the art of teaching others the moh fuc- 
cefsful methods of curing difeafes, and thereby he had 
conveyed the benefits of his difcoveries into every part 
of the United States. How great wasthe mafs of fuch 
accumnlated beneficence! and how fublime muft have 
been the pleafure which the review of it created in his 
mind! Had it been poffible for the merit of fuch exten- 
five and complicated fervices to mankind to have refcu- 
ed one mortal from the grave, Dr. Cullen had never di- 
ed. But the decree of death is univerfal, and even the 


healing art, is finally of no effect in faving the lives of 


X x 
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thofe who have exercifed it with the moft fuccefs in 
faving the le of others. " 

Dr. rte. is now no more.. What a blank 
has been produced by his. death in the great volume. 
of Science! Behold! The genius of humanity weep- 
ing at his feet, while the genius of medicine lifts up 
the key, which fell from his hand with his laft breath, 
ah with i inexpre! ible concern, cries out, ‘* to whom 
fhall I give this inftrument | ? Who now will unlock 


for. me the treafures of univerfal mature f a 


sabinaleits Shade, adieu! What though thy Amer- 
ican’ pupils were dénied the melancholy pléafure of 
following thee! a thy Profeffor’s-chair to thy fick 
bed; with’ their ‘e ffafions of gratitude, and praife f 
What: though: we: did nof fhare in the grief of thy 
funeral obfequies, and though we fhall never bedew 
with our tears ‘the ‘fplendid monument which thy 
affectionate and !grateful Britith pupils have decreed 
for \thee:in the’metropolis of thy native country; yet 
the remembrance of thy talents and virtues, fhall be 
preferved ‘in’ each’ of our bofoms, and never fhall we 
return in’striumph from beholding the eflicacy of 
medicine in curing ek difeafe, without feeling our 
ebligations for the inf uctions - we have derived from 
seeecssaa ede ) 

ae “repeat tt again, Dr. Cullen i ig HOW NO more——. 
No more, T Thee a pillar and ornament of an an- 


cient feat of icience—no more; the delight and ad-~ 





- 
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mitation of his spine ee more the luminary. of 


medicine to half the. globe—no more the. friend ang. 





benefactor of mankind. But L would. as foon be-.- 
lieve that ‘our folar fyftem was created, only. to, 
amufe and perith like a rocket, as, believe that a. 
mind endowed with fuch immenfe powers. of action. 
and contemplation had ceafed to exift. . Reafon, bids. 
us hope that he will. yet. /ive—And Revelation, enan: 
bles us to fay, with certainty: and confidence,: that 


he fhall again Ave,—+=Fain would, I lift, the SUA 





which feparates eternity from, time, and inquire- 
But it is not, for mortals, to pry. into: the fecrets of. 


the invifible world. 


Such was the man whofe memory we have en-= 
deavoured to celebrate. He lived for our betieft..- It. 
remains only that we improve’ the event of his death 
in fuch 4 manner, that he ‘may’ die for our benefit: 
likewife. For this purpofe I fhall finith our Eulogium 


with the following obfery ations. 


J. Let us learn. from the tug Ger of De: Cullen 
duly to eftimate our profellion.. While Aftronomy. 
claims a Newton, and ‘Electricity a Franklin, Medi- 
cine has’ been equally honoured -by having employ- 
ed the genius of a Cullen. Whenever therefore we 
feel ourfelves difpofed to relax in our ftudies, to ufe 
our profeffion for felfith purpofess or to neglect. the 
poor, let us recolleét how much we leffen the dignity 
which Dr. Cullen has conferred upon our profeflion. 





340 AN EULOGIUM UPON 


If. By the death of Dr. Cullen the republic of 
medicine has loft one of its moft diftinguifhed and , 
ufeful members. It is incumbent upon us therefore — 
to double our diligence in order to fupply the lofs 
of our indefatigable fellow-citizen. That phyfician 
has lived to little purpofe, who does not leave his 
profeffion in a more improved ftaté than he found 
it. Let us remember, that our obligations to add 
fomething to the capital of medical knowledge, are 
equally binding with our obligations to practife 
the virtues of integrity and humanity in our 
intercourfe with our patients. Let no ufeful fat — 
therefore, however inconfiderable it may appear, be 
kept back from the public eye; for there are mites 
in {cience as well as .in charity, and the remote 
confequences of both are often alike important and 
beneficial. Facts are the morality of medicine. 
They are the fame in all ages and in all countries. 
They have preferved the works of the immortal Sy- 
denham from being deftroyed by their mixture with: 
his abfurd theories ; and under all the revolutions in 
fyftems that will probably take place hereafter, the 
faéts which are contained in Dr. Cullen’s works, will 
conftitute the beft fecurity for their fafe and grateful 


reception by future ages. 
Ill. Human nature is ever prone to extremes. 


While we celebrate the praifes of Dr. Cullen, let us 
take care left we check a fpirit of free inquiry, by toe 
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greata regard for his authority in medicine. I well 
remember an obfervation fuited to our prefent purpofe 
which he éelivered in his introdu€tion to a courfe of 
leGtures on the Inftitutes of Medicine in the year 1766. 


After fpeaking of the long continued and extenfive 


empire of Galen in the {chools of phyfic, he faid, «* It’ 


“is a great difadvantage to any fcience to have been 
“‘ improved by a great man. His authority impofes 
* indolence, timidity, or idolatry upon all who come 
‘* after him.”—Let us avoid thefe evils in our venera- 
tion for Dr. Cullen. To believe in great men, is often 
as great anobftacle to the progrefs of knowledge, as 
to believe in witches and conjurers. It is the image 
worthip of fcience; for error is as much an attribute 
of man, as the defire of happinefs; and1 think I have 
obferved, that the errors of great men partake of the 
dimenfions of their minds, and are often of a greater 
magnitude than the errers of men of inferior under- 
flanding. Dr. Brown has proved the imperfedtion of 
human genius, by extending fome parts of Dr. Cullen’ 
fyftem of phylic, and by corre€ling fome of its defects. 
But he has left much to be done.by his fucceffors. He 
has even bequeathed to them the labor of removing 
the errors he has introduced into gnedicine by his ne- 
glect of animportant principle inthe animal cecono- 
my, and by his ignorance of the hiftories and fymp- 
toms of difeafes. Perhaps no fy{tem of medicine caw 
be perfect, while there exifts a fingle difeafe which we 
do not know, or cannot cure. If this be true, then a 


—~ a 
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complete fyem of. medicine ‘cannot be formed, ‘till 
America has furnifhed defcriptions and cures of ‘all 
her peculiar difeafes. "The United States have improv~ 
_ ed the feience of civil government. The freedom of 
our conflitutions, by imparting vigor and indepen- 
dence to the mind, is’ favourable to bold and original 


thinking .upon all fubjects. Let us avail. ourfelves 


therefore of this political. aid to our refearches, and- 


endeavour to obtain hiftories and cures of all our dif- 


eafes, that we may thereby . contribute ‘our part to-, 


wards the formation of a complete fyftem of medicine. 
As a religion of fome kind is abfolutely necedlary to 


promote morals; fo fyftems of medicine of, fome kind, 


are equally neceflary to produce a regular mode. of. 


practice. They are not only neceflary, but unavoida-. 


ble in medicine; for no phyfician, nay more, no empire, 


practices without them. . 


The prefent is an age of great improvement. While 


the application of reafon to the fciences of government, 
and religion, is daily meliorating the condition of man- 
kind, itis agreeable to obferve the influence of medi- 
cine, in leflening human mifery, by abating the mor- 
tality or violence of many difeafes. The decrees of 
heaven appear to be fulfilling by natural means; and 
if no ancient prophecies had declared it, the late nu- 
merous difcoveries in medicine would authorize us to 
fay, that the time is approaching, when not only ty- 
ranny, difcord and fuperftition fhall ceafe from our 


world, but when difeafes fhall be unknown, or ceafe 


So 
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“to be incurable; and when old age thall be the only 
outlet of human life, 


<c Thus heavenward all things tend.” 


In that glorious era, every difcovery in’ medicine fhall 
Peet with its full reward; and the more abundant gra~- 
titude of pofterity to the name ef Dr. Cullen; thall 
then bury in cblivion the feeble attempt of this day to 
comply with your vote to perpetuate his fame, 


& 


f 
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AN EULOGIUM UPON David RITTENHOUSE, LATS PRESIDENT OF 
THE AMERICAN PuiLosopHIcaL SociETY}; DELIVERED EE- 
FORE THE socintY IN THE First PresBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
Hicu-stREET, PHILADELPHIA, ON THE 17TH DECEMBER, 
1796, AGREEABLY TO APPOINTMENT, AND PUBLISHED AT THE 


REQUEST OF THE SOCIETY. 


Gentlemen of the Philofophical Society. 
Friends and Colleagues, : 
W i are aflembled this day upon a mournful 
occafion. Death has made an inroad 
upon our Society. Our illuftrious and beloved Pre- 
SIDENT, is no more. RiTYrENHouss, the ingenious, 
the modeft and the wife—Rirrennouse, the friend 
For this, 


the temple of Science'is hung in mourning—for this, 


of God and man, is now no more!— 





our eyes now drop a tributary tear. Nor do we weep 
-alone.—The United States of America fympathize in 
our grief, for his name gaye a {plendor to the American 


eharacter, and the friends of humanity in diftant parts 
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of the world, unite with us in lamenting our common 


lofs—for he belonged to the whole human race. 


By your vote to perpetuate the memory of this great 
and good man, you have made a laudable attempt to 
refcue philofophers from their humble rank in the 
hiftory of mankind. It is to them we owe our know- 
ledge and poffeffion of moft of the neceflaries and 
conveniences of life. ‘lo procure thefe bleflings for 
us, “they trim their midnight lamp, and hang o’er 
the fickly taper.”’ For us, they traverfe diftant regions, 
expofe themfelves to the inclemencies of the weather, 
mingle with favages and beafts of prey, and in fome 
inftancés, evince their love of {cience and humanity 
by the facrifice of their lives. 


The amiable philofopher whofe talents and virtues 
are to be the fubject of the following eulogium, is 
entitled to an uncommon portion of our gratitude and 
praife. He acquired his knowledge at the expenfe of 
nicommon exertions, he performed fervices of uncom- 
mon difficulty, and finally he impaired his health, and 
probably fhortened his life, by the ardor of his ftudies. 


and labors for the benefit of mankind. 


Ja attempting to difcharge the dificult and painful 
futy you haye afligned to me, it will be neceflary to 
give a fhort account of the life of Mr. Rittenhoufe, 


inafmuch as feveral of the mot interefling parts of his 


character are intimately connected with it. 
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‘The village of Germantown in the neighbourhood 


of this city, had the honor of giving birth to this dif 


tinguifhed philofopher on the 8th day of April, in the 


year 1732: His anceftors migrated from Holland 
about the beginning of the prefent century. They 
“were diftinguifhed, together with his parents, for 
probity, induftry, and fimple manners. It is from 
fources thus pure and retired, that thofe talents and 
virtues have been chiefly derived, which have in all 
ages enlightened the world. They prove by their hum- 
ble origin, that the Supreme Being has not furrendered 
up the direction of human affairs to the advantages 
acquired by accident or vice, and they bear a conftant 
and faithful teftimony of his impartial goodnefs, by 
their neceflary and regular influence in equalizing the 


condition of mankind. This is the divine order of 


things, and every attempt to invert it, is a weak and. 


unavailing effort to wreft the government of the world 
from the hands of God. 


The early part of the life of Mr. Rittenhoufe was 
{pent in agricultural employments under the eye of his 
father, in the county of Montgomery, twenty miles 
from Philadelphia, to which place he removed during 
the childhood of his Son. It was at this place his 
peculiar genius firft difcovered itfelf. -His plough, the 
fences, and even the ftones of the Geld in which he 
worked, were frequently marked with figures which 
denoted a talent for mathematical ftudies. Upon 


Yy 


346 AN EULOGIUM UPON 


finding that the native delicacy of his conftitution un- 
fitted him for the labors of hufbandry, his parents 
confented to his learning the trade of a clock and 
mathematical inftrument maker. In acquiring the 
knowledge of thefe ufeful arts, he was his own inftruc- 
tor.—They afforded him great delight, inafmuch as 
they favoured his difpofition to inquire into the prin- 
ciples of natural philofophy.—Conftant employment of 
any kind, even in the practice of the mechanical arts, 
has been found, in many inftances, to adminifter vigor 
to human genius. Franklin ftudied the laws of nature, 
while he handled his printing types. The father of 
Rouffeau, a jeweller at Geneva, became acquainted 
with the principles of national jurifprudence, by liften- 
ing to his fon while he read to him in his fhop, the 
works of Grotius and Puffendorf; and Herfchel 
conceived the great idea of a new planet, while he 
exercifed the humble office of a mufician to a marching 


regiment. 


_ It was during the refidence of our ingenious philo- 
fopher with his father in the country, that he made 
himfelf mafter of Sir Ifaac Newton’s Principia, which 
he read in the Englith tranflation of Mr. Mott. It 
was here likewife he became acquainted with the fci- 
ence of Fluxions, of which fublime invention he 
believed himfelf for a while to be the author, nor did 
he know for fome years afterwards, that a conteft had 
been carried on between Sir Ifaac Newton and Leibnitz, 
for the honor of that great and ufeful difcovery. What 
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a mind was here! 








rival of the two greateft mathematicians in Europe! 


| Te was in this retired fituation, and eile, employed 
in working at his trade, that he planned and executed 
an orrery, in which he reprefented the revolutions of 


the heavenly. bodies in a manner more extenfive and 


complete, than had been done by any former aftrono- 


mers. A correct defcription of this orrery drawn up 
by the Rev. Dr. Smith, is publifhed in the firft volume 
of our Tranfactions. “This mafter-piece of ingenious 
mechanifm was purchafed by the college of New-Jerfey. 
A fecond «vas made by him, after the fame model, for 
the ufe of the college of Philadelphia. It now forms 
part of the philofophical apparatus of the Univerfity 
of Pennfylvania, where it has for many years com- 
manded the admiration of the ingenious and the 
learned, from every part of the world, 


The reputation he derived from the conftruction, 
of this orrery, as well as his general character for 
mathematical knowledge, attracted the notice of his 
fellow-citizens in Pennfylvania, and in feveral of the 
neighbouring ftates, but the difcovery of his uncommon 
merit belonged chiefly to his brother-in-law, the Rev. 
Mr. Barton, Dr. Smith, and the late Mr. John Lukens, 
an ingenious mathematician of this city. Thefe gen- 
themen fully appreciated his talents, and united in 


Without ‘literary friends 
ax fociety, and with but two or three books, he became, 
before he had reached his four and twentieth year, the. 





Syrah teers ae ie 
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urging him to remove to Philadelphia, in order te 
enlarge his opportunities of improvement and ufeful- 
nefs. He yielded with reluétance to their advice, and 
exchanged his beloved retirement in the country for 
this city, in the year 1770. Here he continued for 
feveral years, to follow his occupation of a clock and 
mathematical inftrument maker. He excelled in both 
branches ‘of that bufinefs. His mathematical inftru- 
ments have been efteemed by good judges to be fupe- 
rior in accuracy and workmanfhip to any of the fame 
kind that have been imported from Europe. 


About the time he fettled in Philadelphia, he 
became a member of our Society. His firft commu- 
nication to the Society was a calculation of the tranfit 
of Venus as it was to happen on the 3d of June, 1769, 
in 40% north latitude, and 5 hours weft langitude from 
Greenwich. He was one of a committee appointed: 
by the Society. to obfereve in the townfhip of Norri- 
ton, this rare occurence in the revolution, of that 


planet, and bore an a€tive part in the preparations which 


were made for that purpofe. Of this Dr. Smith who 


was likewife of the committee, has left an honoura- 
ble reccrd in the hiftory of that event which is pub- 
Kthed in the firft volume of the tranfactions of our 
Society. “ As Mr. Rittenhoufe’s dwelling (fays the 
Doétor’ is about twenty miles north weft from Phila- 
delphia; our other engagements did not permit Mr. Lu- 


ke:.s or myfelf to pay much attention to” the neceflary 


preparations ; but we knew that we had intrufted them 





DAVID RITTENHOUSE. 349 


to a gentleman on the fpot [meaning Mr. Rittenhoufe} 
who had, joined to a complete fkill in mechanics, 
fo extenfive an aftronomical, and mathematical know~ 
ledge, that the ufe, management and even conftruc” 
tion of the apparatus, were perfectly familiar to him. 
The laudable pains he had taken in thefe material 
articles will beft appear from the work itfelf, which 
he hath committed into my hands, with a modeft 
introduction, giving me a liberty with them, which 
his own accuracy, tafte and abilities leave no room 
to exercife, 


We are naturally led here to take a view of our 
philofopher with his affociates in their preparations 
to obferve a phzenomenon which had never been feen 
but twice before by any inhabitant of our earth, 
which would never be feen again by any perfon then 
living, and on which depended very importaat aftro- 
nomical confequences. ‘The night before the long 
‘ expected day, was probably paffed in a degree of 
folicitude which precluded fleep. How great muft 
have been their joy when they beheld the morning 
fun, ’* and the whole horizon without a cloud ;” fox 
fuch is the defcription of the day given by Mr. 
Rittenhoufe in the report referred to by Dr. Smith. 
In penfive filence, and trembling anxiety, they wait- 
“ed for the predi€ted moment of obfervation; it 
came, and brought with it all that had been withed 
for: and expected by thofe who faw it. In our 
philofoper, jt excited in the inftant of one of the 
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contacts of the planet with the fun, an emotion of 
delight fo exquifite and powerful, as to induce 
fainting. This will readily be believed by thofe who 
have known the extent of that pleafure which attends 
the difcovery, or firft perception of truth. Soon 
after this event, we find him acting as one of a com- 
mittee appointed to obferve the tranfit of Mercury 
on the oth of November in the fame year. This 


was likewife done at Norriton, An account of it was 


drawn up, and publifhed at the requeft of the com- 


mittee by Dr. Smith. A minute hiftory of the whole: 


of thefe events, in which Mr. Rittenhoufe continued 


to act a diftinguifhed part, is given in our tranfacti- 
ns. It was received with great fatisfaction by the 
aftronomers. of Europe, and contributed much to 
voue the charaéter of our then infant country for 


aftronomica! knowledge. 


In the year 177 8, he was appointed to compofe 


and deliver the annual oration before our fociety. 


The {ubject of it, was the hiftory of aftronomy. The 


language of this oration is fimple, but the fentiments 
eontained in it are ingenious, original, and in fome 
utances fublime. It was delivered in a feeble voice, 
and without any of the ‘advantages of oratory, but 
it commanded: notwithftanding, the moft profound 
attention, and was followed by univerfal admiration 


and applaufe from a crouded and refpectable audience. 


From the contents of this oration, it appears that 


Aftronomy was the favourite object of his ftudies. 


i 
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Attempts have been made to depreciate this branch 
of natural philofophy, by denying its utility, and ap- 
plication to human affairs. —The Opinion is an unjutt 
one, and as it tends to convey a limited idea of the ta- 
lents of Mr. Rittenhoufe, I hope f fhall be excufed in 
faying a few words in favour of this fcience. 


It is to aftronomy we are indebted for our know- 
ledge of navigation, by which means the different 
parts of our globe have been difcovered, and afterwards 
cemented together by the mutual wants and obligations 


ef commerce. 


It was aftronomy that taught mankind the art of 
predicting and explaining eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, 
and thereby delivered them from the fuperftition which 
in the early ages of the world, was connected with 


thofe phznomena of nature. 


We are taught by aftronomy to correct our ideas 
of the vifible heavens, and thus by difcovering the 
fallacy of the imple evidence of our fenfes, to call to 
their aid, the ufe of our reafon, in deciding upon al! 


material objects of human knowledge. 


“Aftronomy delivers the mind from a groveling 
attachment to the purfuits and pleafures of this world. 
«© Take the mifer (fays our philofopher in his oras 
tion) from the earth, if it be poflible difengage him 
—he whofe nightly reft has been long broken by the 
lofs of a fingle foot cf it, ufelefs perhaps to him; 
and remove him to the planet Mars, one of the leaft 
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~ diftant from us—Perfuade the ambitious monarch to 
accompany him, who has facrificed the lives of thou- 
fands of his fubjeéts to an imaginary property in cer- 
tain {mall portions of the earth, and point_out this 
earth to them, with all its kingdoms and wealth, a 
glittering ftar, clofe by the moon, the latter {carce 
vifible, and the former, lefs bright than our evening 
ftar.—They would turn away their difgufted fight 
from it, not thinking it worth their fmalleft atten 
tion, and feek for confolation, in the gloomy regions 


of Mars.”. 


Once more—the ftudy of aftronomy has the moft 
{friendly influence upon morals, and religion. « Yes,” 
(fays our philofopher im another part of his oras 
tion) “the direét tendency of this icience is to dilate 
the heart with univerfal benevolence, and to enlarge 
its views. It flatters no princely vice, nor national 
depravity. It encourages not the libertine by relaxing 
any of the precepts of morality, nor does it attempt 
to undermine the foundations of religion, It denies 
none of thofe attributes, which the wifeft and beft 
of mankind have in all ages afcribed to the Deity. 
Nor does it degrade the human mind from that 
dignity which is ever neceffary to make it contemplate 
ilfeif with complacency. None of thefe things does 
aftronomy pretend to, and if thefe things merit the 
name of philefophy, and the encouragement of a 
peopie, then let {cepticifm flourith, and aftronomy lie 
hneglected.—Let the names of Barkley and Hume 
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become immortal, and that of Newton be loft in ob- 


livion.?— : 


The following is a lift of fuch of Mr. Rittenhoufe’s 
other publications as are contained in the three vo- 
lumes of our tranfactions. 


Obfervations of the comet which appeared in June 
and July 1770, with the elements of its motion and 
the trajectory of its path, in a letter to Dr. William 
Smith. 


An eafy method of deducing the true time of the 
fun’s pafling the meridian, by means of a clock, 
from a comparifon of four equal attitudes, obferved 
on two fucceeding days, without the help of the 
equation tables, communicated by Dr. William Smith. 


An explanation of an opticle deception, namely, 
.that the furfaces of bodies viewed through the double 
microfcope, fometimes appear to be reverfed, that is, 
thofe parts which are elevated feem depreffed, and 
the contrary. | 


An account of a remarkable meteor obferved at Phi- 
ladelphia on the 31ft of O€ober, 1775, with fome 
conje&tures relative to the theory of meteors, in 
anfwer to a letter from John Page, Efq. giving an 
account of the fame meteor feen.in many diftant 


places in Virginia. 


Ls 
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' Conje&tures, corroborated by experiments, relative 
to a new theory of magnetifm; in a letter to John 
Page, Efq. of Virginia. 


A new method of placing a meridian mark fora 
tranfit inftrument within afew feet of the obfervatory, 
fo as to have. all the advantages of one placed at a great 
diftance ; ina letter to the Rev. Dr. John Ewing. 


Obfervatians on a comet asfinoweeed in the month 
of January 1784. 


_ An explanation of a curious optical phenomenon, 
namely, if a candle or other luminous body be view- 
ed through a filk umbrella, handkerchief or the like, 
the luminous body will appear to be doubled; in a 
letter to Francis Hopkinfon, Efq. | 


A ferics of obfervations made at fundry times in 
the years 1784, 85, and 86.0n the new planet, or 
Georgium Sidus, alfo an obfervation of the tranfit 
of Mercury over the Sun’s difk on the 12th of No- 
vember 1782. 


An ‘account of three houfes in Philadelphia ftruck 
with lightning on the 7th of June 1789. 


An account of the effects of a ftroke of lightning 
upon a houfe furnifhed with two metallic conductors 
on the 17th of Auguft, 1789 5 in a letter to Mr. 
Robert Patterfon. 
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Aftronomical obfervations made at Philadelphia, 


containing an ‘account of the eclipfe of the Moon on 


the 2d of November 1789. — 


An account of the tranfit of Mercury over the. 


Sun’s difk, on the 5th of November 1789. < 


An account of the eclipfe of the Sun, on the 6th. 
of November 17905 with an account of correfpond= 
ing obfervations, made at the univerfity of William 
and Mary, in Virginia, by Dr. J. Madifon, and at 
Wathington college, in Maryland, by the Rev. Dr. 
Smith. 

Short, and elegant theorems for finding the fum of 
the feveral powers of the lines, either to a radius of 


unity, or any other; in a letter to Mr. Robert 
Paterfon. | 


An account of a comet. difcovered in the month 
ef January 17933 ina letter to Mr. Robert Patterfon. 


Befides thefe publications, our fociety is in pot- 
fefhon of the following communications from Mr. 
Rittenhoufe, which are now in the prefs and will 
be fpeedily publifhed in the fourth volume of our tran{- 
actions. — Nee | 


A method of determining the true plane of a planet 


in an eliptical form by converging feries, directly from 


the mean anomaly. 


A new and eafy method of calculating logarihims 5 


in a letter to Mr. Robert Patterfon. : 


ie i , if 
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A defcription of an improvement on pendulum 
clocks, by which the error arifing from the different 
denfity, or refiftance of the medium in which the 


pendulum vibrates, is effectually obviated. 


Laftly, experiments on the expanfion of wood by 
heat. | 3 


Talents fo fplendid, and knowledge fo praétical in 
mathematicks, are like mines of precious metals. 
They become public property by univerfal confent. 
The State of Pennfylvania was not infenfible of the 


wealth fhe poffefled in the mind of Mr. Rittenhoufe. 


She claimed him as her own, and employed him in 
bufinefs of the moft important nature. . 


In the year 1779 he was appointed by the legif- 
lature of Pennfylvania, one of the commifhoners for 
adjufting a territorial difpute between Pennfylvania 
and Virginia, and to his. talents, moderation and 
firmnefs, were afcribed in a great degree, the fatif- 
fa€tory termination, of that once alarming controverfy 


in the year 1785. 


In 1784 he aflifted in determining the length of 


five degrees of longitude from a poimt on the Dela- 


‘ware, in order to fix the weftern limits of Penn- 


\ 


fylvania.’ 75) 78, * 


In 1786, he was employed in fixing the northern 


ling which divides Pennfylvania from New-York. 


| 


~ oa _ 
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But the application: of his talents and knowledge 
to the fettlement of territorial difputes, was not con- 
fined to his native ftate. In the year 1769, he was 
employed in fettling the limits between New-Jerfey 
and New-York, and in 1787 he was called upon to 
afliftt in fixing the boundary line between the States 
of Maffachufetts and New-York. This laft bufinefs 


which was executed with his ufual precifion and 


integrity, was his farewel peace offering to the union 


and happinefs of his country. 


In his excurfions through the wildernefs, he carried 


‘with him his habits of inquiry and obfervation. 


Nothing in our mountains, foils, rivers, and fprings 


efcaped his notice. It is tobe lamented that his pri- 
vate letters, and the memories of his friends, are the 
only records of what he collected upon thefe occafi- 
ons. Philofopher, or naturalift, whofoever thou art | 
that fhalt hereafter traverfe the unfrequented woods 
of our ftate, forget not to refpect the paths, firft marked 
by the feet of this ingenious, and faithful fervant of the 
public. Honour the fountains confecrated to {cience 
by his fkilful hand, and inhale with double pleafure 
the pure atmofphere of the mountains, on which he 
renewed his acquaintance with the canopy of heaven, 
after pafling whole weeks in forefts fo fhady, as to 
conceal from him the rays of the fun. » And citizens 
at Pennfylvania, friends and patrons of literature, be 
grateful for his fervices. Let the remembrance of 


them be dear to the prefent generation, and let a part 


mas 


. pi 


356 AM EULOGIUM UPON 


of the ftate diftinguifhed in a more efpecial manner’ 
for its refources in natural knowledge, bear his name 


with honor to the latef{t pofterity. ‘ . 


‘In the year 1791, he was chofen fucceflor to Dr. q 
Franklin in the chair of our fociety. In this elevated 
ftation, the higheft that philofophy can confer in our 
country, his conduct was marked by its ufual line of 
propriety and dignity. Never did the artificial pomp 
of {tation command half the refpect, which followed © 
his unafluming manners in the difcharge of the public h 
‘duties of this office. You will often recolleét, gentle- 
men, with a mixture of pleafure and pain, the delight. 
fal evenings you pafled in the fociety, every time 
he prefided in your meetings. They were uniformly 
characterized by ardor in the purfuits of {cience, ur- 
banity and brotherly kindnefs.. His attachment to the 
interefts of the fociety was evinced foon after he accept- 
ed of the Prefident’s chair, by a donation of three hun- % 


dred pouads. | "i 


But his talents and knowledge were not limited to: 
mathematical or material fubjects; his mind wasa 
repofitory of the knowledge of all ages and countries. | 
He hadearly.and deeply ftudied moft of the different j 
fyftems of theology. He was well acquainted with ’ 
practical metaphyficks. In reading travels. he took “4 
great delight. From them, he drew a large fund of his a 
knowledge of the natural hiftory of our globe. He 

- poflefled talents for mufic and poetry, but the more | 
ferious aiid neceflary purfuits of his life, prevented his 
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devoting much, time to the cultivation of them. He 
read the Englith poets with great pleafure. The mufe 
of Thomfon charmed him moft. He admired his 
elegant combination of philofophy and poetry. How- 
ever oppofed thefe ftudies may appear, they alike derive 
their perfection from extenfive and accurate obfervations 
of the works of nature. He was intimately acquainted 

ith the French, German and Dutch languages, the 
two former of which he acquired without the afliftance 
of a mafter. They ferved the valuable purpofe of 
conveying to him the difcoveries of foreign nations, and 
thereby enabled him to profecute his ftudies with more 


advantage, in his native language. 


In fpeaking of Mr. Rittenhoufe, it has been common 
to lament his want of what is called a liberal education. 
— Were education what it fhould be, in our public 
feminaries, this would have been a misfortune, but 
conducted as it is at prefent, agreeably to the fyftems 
adopted in Europe in the fifteenth century, I am dif 
pofed to believe that his extenfive knowledge, and {plen- 
did charaGter are to be afcribed chiefly to his having 


efcaped the pernicious influence of monkith learning up- 


on, his mind in early life. Had the ufual forms of » 


public education in the United States been impofed 
upon him; inftead of revolving through life in a planie- 
tary orbit, he would probably have confumed the force 
of his genius by fluttering around the blaze of an even- 
ing taper. Ritttenhoufe the philofopher, and one of the 


luminaries of the eighteenth century, might have {pent 


2 
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his hours of ftudy in compofing fyllogifms, or in mea 
{uring the feet of Greek and Latin poetry. 


It will be honorable to the citizens of the United 
States, to add, that they were not infenfible of the me- 
rit of our philofopher. Inventions and improvements 
in every art and fcience, were frequently fubmitted to 
his examination, and were afterwards patronifed by the 
public, according as they were approved of by him. 
Wherever he went, he met with public refpe€t, and 
private attentions. But his reputation was not con- 
fined to his native country. His name was known and 
admired in every region of the earth, where fcience 
and genius are cultivated and refpected.* 


Such were the talents and knowledge, and fuch the 
fame, of our departed Prefident! His virtues now 
demand our tribute of praife.—And here, I am iefs at a 
lofs to know what to fay, than. what to leave unfaid. 
We have hitherto beheld him as a philofopher, foaring 
like the eagle, until our eyes have been dazzled -by his 
near approaches to the fun. We thall now contemplate 
him at a lefs diftance, and behold him in the familiar 
character of a man, fulfilling his various duties, in their 
utmoft extent. If any thing has been faid of his 

* The degree of mafter of Arts was conferred upon him by the College 
of Philadelphia, in 1768. The fame degree was conferred upon him by 
the College of William and Mary, in Virginia, in 1784. In the year 
1789, he received the degree of Dottor of Laws from the College of 


New-Jerfey. He was cle€ted a Member of the American Academy of 


Arts and Sciences at Bofton in.1732, and of the Royal Sociecy in Londom 


in 1795. 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE. 361 


talents and knowledge that has excited attention, or 
kindled defires in the younger members of our fociety, 
to purfue him in his path of honor, let me requeft them 
not to forfake me here. Come, and learn by his ex- 
His virtues 





ample, to be good, as well as great. 
furnifh the moft fhining models for your imitation, for 
they were never obfcured in any fituation or ftage of 
his life, bya fingle cloud of weaknefs or vice. As the 
fource of thefe virtues, whether of a public or private 
nature, I fhall firft mention his exalted fenfe of moral 
obligation, founded upon the revelation of the perfec- . 
tions of the Supreme Being. This appears from many 
paflages in. his oration, and from his private letters to 

his friends. In his oration we find the following pious 
fentiment. * Should it pleafe that Almighty Power 
who hath placed us in a world in which we are only 
permitted ‘to look about us and to die,’ to indulge us 

with exiftence throughout that half of eternity which 

{till remains unfpent, and to conduct us through the 

- feveral fages of his works, Aere (meaning in the ftudy 
of aftronomy) is ample provifion made for employing 
every faculty of the mind, even allowing its powers to 

be enlarged through an endlefs repetition of ages. Ler 
us not complain of the vanity of this world, and that 

there is nothing in it capable of fatisfying us. Happy 
in thofe wants—happy in thofe defires, forever in 

fuccefion to be gratified—happy in a continual ap- 
proach to the Deity.” : 


poe Cae} 
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« ¥ muft confefs that Iam not one of thofe fangaine 
{pirits who feem to think that when the withered hand 
of death has drawn up the curtain of eternity, all 
diftance between the creature and the Creator, and 
between finite and infinite, will be annihilated. Every 
enlargement of our faculties—every new happinefs 
conferred upon us, every ftep we advance towards the 
Divinity, will very probably render us more and more 
feufible of his inexhauftible ftores of communicable 
blifs, and of his inacceflible perfe€tions.” 


There appears to be a natural connection between 
a knowledge of the works of nature and juft ideas of 
the divine perfections ; and if philofophers have not in 
all ages been equally devout with our Prefident, it 
becemes us to acquire how far the beneficial influence 
of philofophy upon religion, may have been prevented 
by their minds being pre-occupied in early life with 
the fictions of ancient poets, and the vices of the hea- 
then gods. It remains vet to be determined, whether 
allthe moral as well as natural attributes of the Deity 
may not be difcovered in the form, and eeconomy of 
the material world, and whether that righteoufnefs 
which deftended from heaven near eighteen hundred 
years ago, may not wait for philofophical truth to fpring 
up from the earth, in order by uniting with it, to com- 
mand univerfal belief and obedience. This opinion, 
as far as it relates to one of the moral attributes of the 
Deity, feems to have been admitted by our philofopher | 


in the following elegant and pious extract from a letter 
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to one of his friends “ give me leave (fays he) to men- 
tion two or three proofs of infinite goodnefs in the 
works of creation. The firft is, poffefling goodnefs in 
ourfelves. Now it is inconfiftent with all juft reafon- 
ang to fuppofe, that there is any thing good. lovely or 
praife-worthy in us, which is not poflefled in an in- 
finitely higher degree by that Being who firft called us 
into exiftence. In the next place I reckon the exquifite 
and innocent delight that many things around us are 
ealculated toafford us.. In this light the beauty and frag 
rance of a fingle rofe is a better argument for divine 
goodnefs than a luxuriant field of wheat. For if we 
can fuppofe that we were created by a malevolent Being 
with a defign to torment us for his amufement, he 
mutt have furnifhed us with the means of fubfiftence, 
and either have made our condition tolerable, or not 

have left the means of quitting it at pleafure, in our 
| own power. Such being my opinions, you oul not 
wonder at my fondnefs for what Mr. Addifon calls 
‘the pleafures of the imagination.’ They are all to 


me, fo many demonftrations of infinite goodnefs. 


_ Iffuch be the pious fruits of an attentive examina- 
tion of the works of the Creator, ceafe ye minifters 
of the gofpel to defeat the defign of your benevolent 
labors, by interpofing the common ftudies of the fchools 
between our globe, and the minds of young people. 
Let their firft ideas be thofe which are obtruded upon 
their fenfes, by the hand of nature. Permit the fir- 


mament of heaven, and the animal, vegetable and 


* 
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mineral produétions of the earth, to inftruét them ia 
the wifdom and goodnefs of the Creator, and let the 
effets of phyfical evil upon general happinefs, vin- 
dicate the divine government, in permitting the exif- 
tence of mora! evil in our world. Thus the perverfe 
paflions of man, may be made to. unite with ftorms 
and tempefts, in furnifhing proofs of the goodnefs of 
‘the Creator of the univerfe. 


- But the religion of Mr. Rittenhoufe, was not dee 
rived wholly from his knowledge and admiration of 
the material world. He believed in the Chriftian. 
~ yevelation. Of this, he gave many proofs, not only 
in the conformity of his life, to the precepts of the 
gofpel, but in his letters and canveriauent I well 
. recolle€t in fpeaking to me of the truth and excel- 
lency of the Chriftian religion, he mentioned as an 
evidence of its Uivine origin, that the miracles of 
our Saviour differed from all other miracles, in being 
entirely of a kind and benevolent nature. It is no 
{mall triumph to the friends of Revelation to obferve, 
in this age of infidelity, that our religion has been — 
admitted and even defended by men of the moft ex- 
alted underftanding, and of the flrongeft reafoning 
powers. The fingle teftimony of David Rittenhoufe 
in its favor, outweighs the declamations of whole 


nations againft it.* : Ngo 
* Since the publication of the Eulogium ina pamphlet, I havereceiv- 
ed the following account of Mr. Rittenhoufe’s religious principles, in 


a letter from his widow, dated Auguft 20th 1797. ** ‘That you were 


© foffictently authorized to aflert what you did reipeéting Mr. Ritten, 
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As the natural effect of his belief in the relation of 
the whole human race to each other in a common 
- Father and Redeemer, he embraced the whole family 
of mankind in the arms of his benevolence. The force 
and extent of this virtue in his heart, will appear from 
my reading one more extraét from his oration. Iam. 
awate how much I faffer by introducing quotations 
from that eloquent performance, for they will caft a 
fhade upon all I have faid, or thal! fay upon this occa- 


fien. 


«© How far, (fays our philofopher) the inhabitants of 
the other planets may refemble men, we cannot pretend 
to fay. If like them they were created liable to fall, 
yet fome, if not all of them may fill retain their origi- 
nal re€titude. Wee will hope they do; the thought is | 
comfortable.—Ceafe then Gallileo te improve thy op- 
tic tube, and thou great Newton, forbear thy ardent 
fearch, into the myfteries of nature, left ye make un- 
welcome difcoveries. Deprive us not of the pleafure 
of believing that yonder orbs, traverfing in filent majef- 
ty” the etherial regions, are the peaceful feats of inno- 


«¢ houfe’s religious principles. Inow add my teftimony to what you 
« have faid, for well I know the great truths of religion engaged 


t 


a 


much of his attention, and indeed were interwoven with almoft everY 


«s important concern of his life. I donot recolle&, if in any of the 


n 


«¢ ¢onverfations I have had with you, I informed you, whatI now do, 


< 


a 


that Dr. Price’s opinions refpe Ging Chriftianity were more in unifon 


€ 


on 


with his own, than any others of the divines, that Dr. Price’s fer- 
‘© mons was the laft book he reque fted me to read tohim, and that the 
laft morning of his lif’, he reminded me that I had not finifhed one 


«¢ of the Doctor’s difcourfes which Ihad began the preceeding evening.” 


¢ 


n 
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cence and blifs, where neither natural or moral evii 
has ever intruded, and where to enjoy with gratitude 
and adoration the Creator’s bounty, is the bufinefs of 
exiftence. If their inhabitants refemble man in their 
faculties and affections, let us fuppofe that they are wife 
enough to govern themfelves according tothe dictates 
of that reafon, God has given in fuch a manner, as to 
confult their own, and each other’s happineis upon all 
occafions. But if on the contrary, they have found it ' 
neceflary to erect artificial fabrics of government, let us 
not fuppofe they have done it with fo little fall, and at 
{uch an enormous expenfe, as to render them a misfor- 
tune, inftead of a blefling.—We will hope that their 
ftatefmen are patriots, aud that their kings (if that order 
of beings has found admittance there) have the feelings 
ofhumanity. Happy people | —and perhaps more hap- 
py fill, that all communication with usis denied. We 
have neither corrupted you with our vices, nor in- 
jured you by violence. None of your fens and daughters 
have been degraded from their native dignity, and 
doomed to endlefs flavery in America, merely becaufe 
their bodies may be difpofed to reflect, or abforb 
the rays of light, different from ours. Even you, 
inhabitants of the Moon, fituated in our very neigh- 
bourhood, are effe€tually fecured from the rapacious 
hands of the oppreffors of our globe. And the ut- 
moft efforts of the mighty Frederick, the tyrant of» 
| the North, and fcourge of mankind, if aimed to dif- 
turb your peace, becomes inconceivably ridiculous 


and impotent.” 
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© Pardon thefe reflections. They arife not front, 
the gloomy fpirit of mifanthrophy. That Being, be- 
fore whofé piercing eye all the intricate foldings of 
the human heart, become expanded, and illuminated; 
is my witnefs with what fincerity, with what ardor 
—I with for the happinefs of the whole race 
of mankind.—How much I admire that difpofition of 
lands and feas which affords a communication between 
diftant regions, and a mutual exchange of benefits— 
How fincerely I approve of thofe focial refinements, 
which add to our happinefs, and induce us with 
gratitude to acknowledge our Creéator’s goodnefs, and 
how much I delight in a participation of the difco- 
veries made from time to time in nature’s works, by 
our philofophical brethern in Europe. But (adds our 
philofopher) when I confider that luxury, and her 
con{tant follower tyranny, which have long fince laid 
the glorics of Afia in the duft, are now advancing 
like a torrent, irrefiftible, and have nearly completed 


their conqueft over Europe—I am ready to with 





-vain wifh! that nature would raife her ever 
Jafting bars between the new and the old world, and 
make a Ha B55 to eG as impracticable as one 
to the moon,’ 


As when a traveller in palling through a wildernefs, 
fackens his pace to prolong the pleafure of a fudden 
and unexpected profpect of a majeftic river pouring its 
waters down the declivity of a cloud-cap’t mountain, 
and fpreading fertility and verdure throughout the ad. 
jacent vallies, fo we feel difpofed to paufe, and feat 
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upon the fublinte fentiments contained in the paffage 
which I have read. Citizens of the United States, re+ 
ceive and cherifh them asa legacy from a friend, or 
a brother. Be juft, and loofe the bands of the African 
flave. Be wife, and render war odious in our country. 
Be free, by affuming anational chara€ter and name, 
and be greatly happy, by erecting a barrier againft the 
corruptions in morals, government, and religion, which 


now pervade all the nations of Europe. * 


But the philanthropy of Mr. Rittenhoufe did not 
confift fimply in wifhes for the happinefs of mankind. 
He reduced this divine principle to practice by a feries — 
of faithful and difinterefted fervices to that part of 
his fellow creatures, to which the ufefulnefs of good 
men is chiefly confined. His country, his beloved 
country, was the object-of the ftrongeft affections of 


. by : : 
* Mr. William Barton, nephew to Mr.. Rittenhoufe, has favoured 
“me with the following extract ef a letter in September, 1755, to his 
brother.in-law, the Rev. Mr.~Barton, who was the friend and corref~ 
pondentof his youth, which thews how early and deeply the principles 


of univerfal benevolence were fixed in his mind. 


«© I would fooner give-up my intere?t! in a future ftate, than be 
divefted of humanity ;—I mean that good will I have to the fpecies, 
although one half of them are faid to be fools, and almoft the other 
half knaves. Indeed I am firmly perfuadeJ, that we are not at the 
- difpofal of a Being who has the leaft tinture of ill-nature, or requires 
‘any ia us.—You will laugh at this grave philofophy, or my writing 


to youona fubje&t which you have thought of a thoufand. times: but, . 


van any thing that is ferious, be ridiculous ?—Shall we fuppofe Gabriel 
fmiliag at Newton, for labouring to demonftrate whether the earth be - 


@t reft or not, becaufe the former plainly fees it move? 


a 
e's 
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his heart. For her, he thought, —for her, he laboured, 
—and for her, in the hours of her difficulties and 
danger, he wept,—in. every ftage of the American 
revolution, Patriots of 1776, you will acquit me of 
exagyeration here, for you feel in the recollection of 
what paffed in your own bofoms, a witnefs of the 
truth of each of thefe affertions. ‘The year of the de- 
claration of Independance, which changed our royal 
governments into Republics, produced no change in 
his political principles, for he had been educated a 
Republican by his father. I can never forget the 
pleafure with which he avowed his early but fecret at- 
tachment to an elective and reprefentative form 
of government. Often have I heard him above twenty 
years, ago, predict the immenfe encreafe of talents 
and knowledge which has been produced by the ftrength 
and activity that have been infufed into the Ameri- 
can mind, by our republican conftitutions. Often, 
likewife, at the fame remote period of time, have 1 
heard him anticipate with delight, the effects of our 
revolution in fowing the feeds of anew order of 
things in other parts of the world. He believed poli- 
tical, as well as moral evil to be intruders into the 
fociety of man—that general happinefs was the ori- 
ginal defign, and ultimate end of the divine govern- 
ment, and that a time would come, when every part 
of our globe, would echo back the heavenly procla- 


mation of univerfal peace on earth, and good wilf 
to man. 


Bb 
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Let it not be faid, that he departed from the duties 
of a Philofopher, by devoting a part of his time and 
talents to the fafcty and happinefs of his country. It 
belongs to motirchies, to limit the bufinefs of go- 
vernment to a privileged orcer of men, and it is 
from the remains cf a monarchical fpirit in our coun- 
try, that we complain when clergymen, phyficians, 
philcfophers and mechanics, take an alive part m 
civil affairs. ‘The obligations of patriotifm are as uni- 
verfal and binding, as thofe of juitice and benevolence, 
and the virtuous propenfities of the human heart are 
as much refitted by every individual who neglects 
- the bufinefs of his country, as they are by the extinction 
of the domeftic affeCtions in a cell. Man was made 
fora republic, and a republic was made for man, other- 
wife Divine power and gcodnefs have been wafted, 
in the creation and gift of his public affeétions.-—Cur 
philofopher adopted this truth from the evidence of 
his fee:ings, in common with the reft of mankiad, but 
it was ftrongly reinforced in his mind by numerous 
analogies of nature. How was it poflible for him to 
contemplate light and air as the common and equal 
portions of every man, and not acknowledge that 
heaven intended liberty to be diftributed in the fame 
manner among the whole human ‘race! Or how could 
he behold the beauty and harmony of the univerfe, as 
the refult of univerfal and mutual dependance, and not 
admit that heaven intended rulers to be dependant upon 
thofe, for whofe benefit alone, all government fhould 
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exift. To fuppofe the contrary, would be to deny 
unity and fyftem in the plans of the great creator of all 


thin gs. 


I fhall make no apology fer thefe fentiments, 
They, are not foreign to the folemnity of this difcourfe. 
Had I faid lefs of the political principles and conduct 
of our enlightened Prefident, hundreds and thoufands _ 
of my “fellow-citiz ens would have accufed me, of an 
act of treachery to his memory. May the time never 
come, in which the praifes of our republican govern- 
ments, fhali not be acceptable | to the ears of an Ame- 


rican audience! 


In the more limited circles of private life, Mr. 
Rittenhoufe commanded efteem and affection. As 
a neighbour he was kind and charitable. His he 
pathy extended ina certain degree to diftrefs of eve : 
ry kind, but it*was excited with the moft force, and 
the kindeft effects, to the weaknefs, pain and pover- 
ty of old age.— Asa friend he was fincere, ardent, 
and difinterefted.. Asa companion, he in{ftructed up- 
on all fubjets. To his happy communicative dif- 
pofition, I beg leave to.exprefs my obligations in this 
public manner. I can truly fay, after an -acquain- 
tance with him for fix-and-twenty years, that I never 
went into his company, without learning fomething. 
With pleafure have I looked beyond my prefent la- 
bors to a time, when his fociety fhould coni{titute 


one of the principal enjoyments of the evening of 


7 
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my life.—But alas! that time, fo often anticipated, 
and fo delightful in profpe&t—will never—come 


I hope it will not be thought that I tread too 
clofely upon his footfteps, when I prefume to lift 
the latch of his door, and to exhibit him in the do- 
meftic relations of a hufband and father. It was 
the practice of the philofophers of former ages, to 
pais their lives in their clofets, and to maintain a 
formal and diftant intercourfe with their families ; 
but our philofopher was a flranger to pride and im- ° 
pofture in every thing. His family conftituted his 
chief fociety, and the moft intimate circle ‘of his 
friends. When the declining ftate of his health, 
rendered the folitude of his itudy, lefs agreeable 
than in former years, he pafied whole evenings in 
reading er converfing, with his .wife and daughters. 
Happy family! fo much and fo long blefled with fuch 
a head! and happier itill, to have poffeffed difpofitions 
and knowledge to difcern and love his exalted cha, 
racter, and to enjoy his inftructing converfation !— 
Thus Sir Thomas Moore lived with his accomplifhed 
wife and daughters ;—Thus Cicero educated his be- 
loved Tullia; and in this way only, can the female fex 
be elevated to that dignity, and ufefulnefs in fociety, 
for which they were formed, and by which from 
their influence upon manners, a new xra- would be 


created in the hiftory of mankind. 


The houfe and manner of living, of our prefident, 
exhibited the tafte of a philofopher, the fimplicity of a 
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republican, and the temper of a Chriftian.. He was 
independent, | and contented with an eftate, {mall inthe 
eftimation of ambition and avarice, but amply fuited 
to all his wants and defires. He held the office of 
treafurer of Pennfyivania, by an annua] and unanimous 
vote of the legiflature, between the years 1777, and 
1789. During this period, he declined purchafing the 
{malleft portion of the public debt of the flate, there- 
by manifefting a delicacy of integrity, which is known 


and felt only by pure and elevated minds. - 


In'the year 1792, he was pertuaded to accept of 
_ the office of DireGor of the mint of the United States. 
His want of health, obliged him to refign it in 1795. 
Flere his. conduct was likewife above fufpicion, for 1 
have been informed by his colleague in office,} that in 
feveral inftances, ‘he paid for work done at’ the mint 
out of his falary, where he thought the charges for 


it would be deemed extravagant by the United States. 


His ceconomy extended to a wife and profitaie ufe 
of his time. No man ever found him unemployed. 
As an apology for detaining a friend a few mi- 
nutes, while he arranged fome papers he had been 
examining, h he faid, «« that he had once thought health, 
the greateft dlefling in the world, but that he sow 
thought there was one thing of much greater valye, 


and that. was time.” ‘The propriety of this remari 


ze 


will appear when we confider, that Providence; fo li- 


beral in other gifts, beftows this, in. a fparing manner. 
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He never gives a fecond moment, until he has with- 
drawn the firft, and ftill referves the third in his own 
hand. wise 


~ 


The countenance of Mr. Rittenhoufe, was too re- 
markable to be unnoticed upon this occafion. It dif- 
played fuch a mixture of contemplation, benignity, and 
innocence, that it was eafy to diftinguifh his perfon in 
the largeft company, by a previous knowledge of his 
charaCter. His manners were civil, and engaging to 
{uch a degree, that he feldom paffed an hour, even in 
a public houfe, in travelling through our country with- 
out being followed by the good wifhes of all who at- 
tended upon him. There was no affectation of fingula- 
rity, in any thing he faid or did: even his hand 
writing, in which this weaknefs fo frequently difcovers 


itfelf, was fimple and intelligible at firft fight, to all 


who faw it. 


Here I expected to have finifhed the detail of his vir- 


tues, but in the neighbourhood of that galaxy created 


by their connected luftre, I behold a virtue of ineftim-, 
able value, twinkling like a rare, and folitary ftar. It 
is his fuperlative modefty. This heaven born virtue 
was fo confpicuous in every part of his conduct, that 
he appeared not fo much to conceal, as to be ignorant 
of his fuperiority as a philofopher ard a man, over the 


greateft part of his fellow creatures. 


In reviewing the intellectual endowments and moral 
excellency of Mr: Rittenhoufe, and our late intimate 
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connection with him, we are led to rejoice in being 


men. 
We proceed now to the clofing {cenes of his life, 


His conftitution was naturally feeble, but it was ren- 
dered ftill more fo, by fedentary labor, and midnight 
ftudies. He was afflicted for many years with a 
weak breait, which, upon unufual exertions of body 
or mind, or fudden changes in the weather, became 
the feat of a painful and harrafling diforder. This 
con{titutional infirmity was not without its ufes. It 
contributed much to the perfection of his virtue, by: 
producing habitual patience and refignation to the 
will af heaven, and a conftant eye to the hour of 
his diffolution. It was a window through which he 
often looked with pleafure towards a place of exif- 
tence, where from the encreafe and perfeCtion of his 
intuitive faculties, he would probably acquire. more 


knowledge in an hour, than he had acquired in his 


whole life, by the flow operations of reafon; and © 


where, from the greater magnitude and extent of the 
the objects of his contemplation, his native globe, 
would appear like his cradle, and all the events of 


time, like the amufements of his infant years. 


On the 26th of June, of the prefent year, the 
long expected meflenger of death, difclofed his com- 
miffion. In his laft illnefs, which was acute, and 
fhort, he retained the ufual patience and benevo- 
lence of his temper. U [pon being told that fome of 
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his friends had called at his door to enquire how he 
was he afked why they were not invited into his 
chamber to fee him. “ Becaufe (faid his wife) you 
are tao weak to fpeak to them.” ‘ Yes (faid he) 
that is. true, but I could ftill have fqueezed their 
hands.”—-Uhus with a heart overflowing with love to 
Ins family, friends, country, and to the. whole 
world, he peacefully refigned his {pirit into the 
hands. of his God. Let the day of his death be 
recorded in the annals of our fociety, and let its 


aunual return be marked by fome public a, which 


fluall chara€terife his fervices and our grief, and 


4 i q ee . 
thereby animate us and our fucceflors, to imitate his 


ilfuftrious example ! 


Tt has been the fafhion of late years, to fay it: per- 
fons who had been diftinguifhed in life, when they 


left the world in a ftate of indifference to every thing, 


and believing, and hoping in nothing, that they died 
hike philofophers. Very different was the latter end of 


ourexccilent prefident. He died like a chriftian, in- 


tevefted in the welfare of all around him—believing in” 


the refurretion, and the life to come, and hoping for 


happinefs from every attribute of the Deity. 


Agreeably to his requeft, his body was interred. 


mi his obfervatory near his dwelling houfe, in the 
prefence of a numerous concourie of his fellow-citi- 


zeus. It was natural for him in the near profpect of 


appearing in the prefence of his Meker, to feel an 
? : - 


ie . 


Z 


fom 


we 
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Gaaee to that fpotin which he had cultivated a 
knowledge of his perfections, and held communion 
with him through the medium of his works. Here- 
after it fhall become one of the objects of curiofity 
in our city. hither fhall the philofophers of future 
ages refort to do homage to his tomb, and children yet 
unborn, fhall point to the dome which covers it, and : 


exultingly fay, ‘« there lies our Rittenhoufe.” 


Let us my refpefted colleagues, repair for a few 
minutes to that awful fpot.—In entering it—we behold 
the telefcope, dear inftrument of his difcoveries, turn- 
ed upon its axis, and pointed to the earth, which has 
clofed its mafter’s eyes. How artlefs—the in{fcripti- 
on upon his tombftone !—It contains nothing but his | 
name, andthe fimple record of the days and years of 
his birth and death.—Very_ different would have been 
the monument of his worth and fame, had not the 
gratitude and affection of his friends been controuled 
by his dying requeft. His head would have reclined 
in marble, upon the lap of religion. At his feet, fci- 
ence would have fat—bathed in tears; while the ge- 
nius of republican liberty, in the figure of a venerable 
hermit, bending over his grave, would have deplored 
the lofs of his favourite fon.—Alas !|—too—too foon 

-as our beloved prefident been torn from the chair of 

our fociety !—Too {oon has he laid afide his’ robes of 

office, and ceafed to minifter for us day and night at 

the altar of fcience !—Ah !—who now will elevate his 

telefcope, and again direct it towards yonder heavens ? 
| G¢-<¢ - 
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* 
‘Who now will obferve the tranfit of the, planets ? 
Who now will awaken our nation to view the tracklefs 
and flupendous comet?) Who now will meafure the © 


courfes of our rivers,»in order to convey their ftreams 


into our citys for the purpofes of health and com~. 


for the voice of her 





mnerce ?-——Nature is dumb ; 
chief interpreter is hufhed in death.—In this hour of 
our bereavement, to whom fhall- we look ?—but to 
THEE, FATHER of life and light:—thou author of great 
and good gifts to man. O! let not thy Sun, thy 
Moon, arid thy Stars now fhine unobferved among us ! 
may the genius of our departed prefident, like the man- © 
tle er thy prophet of old, defcend upon fome member 
of our fociety, who fhall, as he did, explain to us the 
myfteries of thy works, and lead us ftep by ftep, to 
THYSELF, the great overflowing fountain of wildom, 
goodnefs and mercy, to the children of men | 3 
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